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GrCat Moments
New York Giants Football

This beok begins with Coach #1 Bob Folwell,
through 18 coaches to Coach # 20 Pat Shurmur
by
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Great Moments

New York Giants Football

This book begins at the beginning of Football and goes to the Pat Shurmur era.

This book is written for those of us who love New York Giants Football. Those
who hate the Giants will also want this book, so they can try to get a leg up on
tlﬁg %ctskmissing from the bookshelves of those Giants’ fans who do not have
this book.

The book first tells the story about the founding of the Giants as a new team in
1925. The NFL was only five years old at the time. But, this book reaches back
even further in history than 1925 to find some precursor teams to the Giants that
ar(r}lazed New York Fans for their short duration. Some were even named
“Giants.”

All this before the Giants formally became an NFL franchise. This book takes
Giants’ fan on a journey from when there was no football at all, to where
American football was only a dream, to where American football was played
only by colleges with a mixture of soccer and rugby rules.

The late Tim Mara, who now is a member of the Pro Football Hall of Fame
acquired the Giants for a song. Mara needed a few more bucks to get through
that first season before the Giants had become a head-smashing success. Mara
had to fork over (invest) another $25,000 (50X the initial investment just to keep
the franchise alive this first year. Because Mara kept the Giants alive, a team in
NY City was assured and the team’s success in its first three years in the NFL
gave the NFL a must-have stronghold in the nation’s largest city. The Giants are
still a valuable property in the Mara family, with grandson John holding the
reins today. .

From how primitive man played football, this book quickly moves on to the
beginning of football in the US and then to the first "American Football Game"
in 1867. From there, the progression goes to college football where the
graduates were looking for a place to play football after college. Eventually this
resulted in great teams such as the NY Giants playing first game with Coach,
Robert Folwell in 1925 for an 8-4-0 season. )

It seems like yesterday but for those pros trying to create a league out of nothing,
there would have been nothing without their work. And of course, this great
book about the Giants, eventually gets deep look at the great and soon-to-be-
immortal-Giants’ coaches including #1 Bill Parcells, #2 Tom Coughlin, #3
Steve Owen, #4 Jim Fassel, and #5 Dan Reeves# all the way to the current
immortal with lots of years left, Pat Shurmur.

This book captures the great moments in Giants Football even before the Giants
were the Giants. This Giants book takes the reader through stories about the
Giants 20 coaches to great stories about the 93 seasons worth of great games
with a preponderance of great wins. The book often stops in time and talks
about a particular great player such as Charley Conerly, Y.A. Tittle, Lawrence
Taylor, Michael Strahan, Eli Manning, Frank Gifford, Sam Huff, Phil Simms,
Tiki Barber, and of course the newest great one Eli Manning, Archie’s kid and
Peyton’s younger brother. These stops will add substantially to your reading
enjoyment.

I dare you to pick up this book for, if you are a Giants fan, you will never put it

down again. You cannot ever get enough of Giants’ greatness, but we do

provide as many stories together in one spot as we can in this can’t miss book.
_
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New York Giants Season Records
from 1925 to 2019

Total Games 1370

Total Wins 716

Total Losses 621

Total Ties 33  * Prior to Overtime Rules

Stats from 1925 * Through Feb 2019

Coach Year Rank WLT
Bob Folwell 1925  4th 840
1925-1925 Bob Folwell final record (8-4-0)
Doc Alexander 1926 7t 841
1926-1926 Doc Alexander final record (8-4-1)
Earl Potteiger 1927 1¢ 1111
Named NFL champions

Earl Potteiger 1928  6th 472

1927-1928 Earl Potteiger final record (15-8-3)

LeRoy Andrews 1929 2nd 1311
LeRoy Andrews 1930 2nd 1140

1929-1930 LeRoy Andrews final record (26-5-1)

Benny Friedman 1930

& Steve Owen 1930 2-0
1930-1930 Benny Friedman & Steve Owen (2-0)
Steve Owen 1931 5th 761
Steve Owen 1932  5th 462
Steve Owen 1933 1Ist+ 1130

e Lost NFL Championship(at Bears) —23-21

Steve Owen 1934 1 850

e  Won NFL Championship v Bears—30-13
Steve Owen 1935 1Ist+ 930

e Lost NFL Championship(at Lions) 26—7
Steve Owen 1936  3rd 561
Steve Owen 1937 2nd 632
Steve Owen 1938  1Ist 632
Steve Owen 1938 1st 821

e  Won NFL Championship (Packers) 23-17
e Mel Hein (NFL MVP)
Steve Owen 1939  Ist 911



o Lost NFL Championship(at Packers) 27-0

Steve Owen 1940 3rd 641
Steve Owen 1941  1Ist 830

e Lost NFL Championship(at Bears) 37-9
Steve Owen 1942 3rd 551
Steve Owen 1943  2nd 631

e Lost Divisional playoff(Redskins) 28-0
Steve Owen 1944 1¢ 811

o Lost NFL Championship(Packers) 14-7
Steve Owen 1945 T-3rd 361
Steve Owen 1946 1* 731

e Lost NFL Championship(Bears) 24-14
Steve Owen 1947  5th 282
Steve Owen 1948  T-3rd 480
Steve Owen 1949  3rd 660
Steve Owen 1950 2nd 1020

e Lost Conference playoff (at Browns) 8-3
Steve Owen 1951 2nd 921
Steve Owen 1952 T-2nd 750
Steve Owen 1953  5th 390

1931-1953 Steve Owen final record (153-100-17)

Jim Lee Howell 1954  3rd 750
Jim Lee Howell 1955 3rd 651
Jim Lee Howell 1956  1st 831

e  Won NFL Championship(4) (Bears) 47-7
e Frank Gifford(NFL MVP)[9]
Jim Lee Howell 1957 2nd 750
Jim Lee Howell 1958 1¢ 930
e  Won Divisional playoff(Browns) 10-0
e Lost NFL Championship(Colts) 23-17 (OT)
e Frank Gifford (Pro Bowl MVP)

Jim Lee Howell 1959 1¢ 1020
e Lost NFL Championship(at Colts) 31-16 *
Jim Lee Howell 1960 3rd 642

e  Sam Huff (Pro Bowl MVP)
1954-1960 Jim Lee Howell final record (53-27-4)

Allie Sherman 1961  1st 1031
e Lost NFL Championship(at Packers) 37-0
e Allie Sherman(NFL COY)
Allie Sherman 1962  1¢ 1220
e Lost NFL Championship(Packers) 16-7
e YA Tittle NFL MVP
o Allie Sherman (NFL COY),
e Andy Robustelli (BBA)
Allie Sherman 1963  1st 1130
e Lost NFL Championship (at Bears) 14-10
e YA Tittle NFL MVP



Allie Sherman 1964 7th 2102
Allie Sherman 1965 T-2nd 770

Allie Sherman 1966 8th 1121
Allie Sherman 1967 2nd 770
Allie Sherman 1968 2nd 770

1961-1968 Allie Sherman final record (57-51-4)

Alex Webster 1969 2nd 680

Alex Webster 1970 2nd 950
e Alex Webster(NFL COY)

Alex Webster 1971  5th 4100

Alex Webster 1972 3rd 860

Alex Webster 1973  5th 2111

1969-1973 Alex Webster final record (29-40-1)

Bill Arnsparger 1974  5th 2120
e John Hicks (UPI NFC ROY)
Bill Arnsparger 1975  4th 590—

Bill Armsparger 1976 5% (0-7) 3110—
e Bill Arnsparger fired week 7 with 0-7 record
e John McVay interim last part of season 3-3
1974-1976 Bill Arnsparger final record (10-21-0)

John McVay (3-4)

John McVay 1977  5th 590
John McVay 1978  5th 6100
1976-1978 John McVay final record (14-23-0)
Ray Perkins 1979  4th 6100
Ray Perkins 1980  5th 4120
Ray Perkins 1981  3rd 970

e  Won Wild Card playoffs(at Eagles) 27-21

e Lost Divisional playoffs (at 49ers) 38-24

e Lawrence Taylor(NFL DPOY/NFL DROY)
Ray Perkins 1982  10th 450

e Lawrence Taylor (NFL DPOY)
1979-1982 Ray Perkins final record (23-34-0)

Bill Parcells 1983  5th 3121
e Lawrence Taylor NFC POY)
Bill Parcells 1984 2nd 970

e  Won Wild Card playoffs(at Rams) 16-13
e Lost Divisional playoffs (at 49ers) 21-10
Bill Parcells 1985 2nd[G] 1060
e  Won Wild Card playoffs(49ers) 17-3
e Lost Divisional playoffs (at Bears) 21-0
e  Phil Simms (Pro Bowl MVP)[11]
Bill Parcells 1986 I 1420
e  Won Divisional playoffs(49ers) 49-3



o  Won NFC Championship (Redskins) 17-0
e  Won Super Bowl XXI (5) (vs. Broncos) 39-20
e Bill Parcells (NFL COY)[12]

e  Phil Simms (Super Bowl XXI MVP)[19]

Bill Parcells 1987 5th 690—
Bill Parcells 1988 2nd 1060 —
Bill Parcells 1989 1 1240

e Lost Divisional playoffs(Rams) 19-13 (OT)

o Ottis Anderson(NFL CPOY)
Bill Parcells 1990 1 1330

¢  Won Divisional playoffs(Bears) 31-3

e  Won NFC Championship (at 49ers) 15-13

e  Won Super Bowl XXV (6)(vs. Bills) 20-19

Ottis Anderson (Super Bowl XXV MVP)[22]

1983 1990 Bill Parcells final record (74-49-1)

Ray Handley 1991 4% 880 —
Ray Handley 1992 4th 6100 —

1991-1992 Ray Handley final record (14-18-0

Dan Reeves 1993 2nd 1150
e  Won Wild Card playoffs(Vikings) 17-10
e Lost Divisional playoffs (at 49ers) 44-3
e Dan Reeves (NFL COY)[12]

Dan Reeves 1994 2nd 970—
Dan Reeves 1995  4th 5110 —
Dan Reeves 1996  5th 6100 —

1993-1996 Dan Reeves final record (31-33-0

Jim Fassel 1997  1st 1051

o Lost Wild Card playoffs(Vikings) 23-22
Jim Fassel 1998  3rd 8§80 —
Jim Fassel 1999  3rd 790—
Jim Fassel 2000 1% 1240

e  Won Divisional playoffs(Eagles) 20-10

e  Won NFC Championship (Vikings) 41-0
o Lost Super Bowl XXXV(vs. Ravens) 34-7
e Jim Fassel (NFL COY)[12] *

Jim Fassel 2001  3rd 790

e  Michael Strahan(NFL DPOY)[23]
Jim Fassel 2002 2nd 1060

o Lost Wild Card playoffs(at 49ers) 39-38
Jim Fassel 2003  4th 4120—
1997-2003 Jim Fassel final record (58-53-1
Tom Coughlin 2004 2nd 6100 —
Tom Coughlin 2005 1¢ 1150

o Lost Wild Card playoffs(Panthers) 23-0
Tom Coughlin 2006  3rd 880



o Lost Wild Card playoffs(at Eagles) 23-20
Tom Coughlin 2007 2™ 1060
o  Won Wild Card playoffs (at Buccaneers) 24—14
¢  Won Divisional playoffs (at Cowboys) 21-17
e  Won NFC Championship (at Packers) 23-20 (OT)!
e  Won Super Bowl XLII (7)(vs. Patriots) 17-14
e Eli Manning(Super Bowl XLII MVP)

Tom Coughlin 2008  1* 12-4-0

e Lost Divisional playoffs(Eagles) 23-11
Tom Coughlin 2009  3rd 880 —
Tom Coughlin 2010 2nd 1060 —

Tom Coughlin 2011 I 970
e  Won Wild Card playoffs(Falcons) 24-2
e  Won Divisional playoffs (at Packers) 37-20
e  Won NFC Championship (at 49ers) 20-17 (OT)
e  Won Super Bowl XLVI (8)(vs. Patriots) 21-17
e Eli Manning (Super Bowl XLVI MVP)[25]

Tom Coughlin 2012 2nd 970—
Tom Coughlin 2013  3rd 790—
Tom Coughlin 2014  3rd 6100

e  Odell Beckham Jr.(NFL OROY)!
Tom Coughlin 2015  3rd 6100 —

2004-2015 Tom Coughlin final record (108-90-0)

Ben McAdoo 2016  2nd 1150

e Lost Wild Card playoffs(at Packers) 38-13

e Eli Manning (Co-NFL WPMOQY)
Ben McAdoo 2017  4th (2-10) 3130—
2016-2017 Ben McAdoo final record (13-15)

Steve Spagnuolo(1-3) (2017)
2017-2017 Steve Spagnuola final record (1-3)

Pat Shurmur 2018 4™ 5110

® Saquon Barkley(NFL OROY)!
2018-2018 Pat Shurmur final record (5-11)

Giants totals from 1925 to Feb 2019

Total reg. season wins & losses thru February, 2019 (692-596-33)-.(536)
Total playoff wins & losses from 1925-Feb 2019 (24-25) .(490)
Total all games from 1925- Feb 2019 including playoffs (716-621-336) .(.536)
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I learned how to write creatively in Grade School at St. Boniface. | even
enjoyed reading some of my own stuff.

At Meyers High School (HS Diploma) and King's College (BS Data
Processing), and Wilkes-University, (MBA Accounting & Finance). |
learned how to research, write bibliographies and footnote every non-
original thought included in my writings. | learned to hate ibid, and op.
cit., and I hated assuring that I had all citations written down in the
proper sequence. Having to pay attention to such details took my desire
to write creatively and diminished it with busy work.

I know it is necessary for the world to stop plagiarism, so authors and
publishers can get paid properly, but for an honest writer, it sure is
annoying. | wrote many proposals while with IBM and whenever |
needed to cite something, I cited it in place, because my readers, IT
Managers, and company management, could care less about tracing the
vagaries of citations. | always hated to use stilted footnotes, or produce a
lengthy, perfectly formatted bibliography. | bet most bibliographies are
flawed because even the experts on such drivel do not like the tedium.

I wrote 198 other books before this book and several hundred articles
published by many magazines and newspapers and | only cite when an
idea is not mine or when | am quoting, and again, | choose to cite in
place, and the reader does not have to trace strange numbers through
strange footnotes and back to bibliography elements that may not be
readily accessible or available.

Yet, | would be kidding you, if in a book about the great moments in
New York Giants Football, I tried to bluff my way, so you would think
that | knew everything before | began to research and write anything in
this book. I spent as much time researching as writing. I might even call
myself an expert of sorts now on the Giants for all the facts that | have
uncovered.

Without any pain on your part, you can read this book from cover to
cover to enjoy the stories about the many great moments in New York
Giants Football.

This book is not intended for historians per se, but it does teach a lot of
history. It is for regular people of all levels of intelligence. It is for
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people that want to have a fun read, who like smiling when Giants
Football is the topic. It is fun reading about each of the NY Giants’ 716
total wins. This book is for people who love NY Giants’ Football and
perhaps it is also for some Giants’ detractors who want to have command
of the facts before they defend a point of view.

There are lots and lots of facts in this book. This book is not for sticklers
about the mundane aspects of writing that often cause creative writers to
lay bricks or paint houses instead of writing. It is for everyday people,
like you and I, who enjoy the Giants because they are the Giants and
who enjoy football because it is football. It is that simple.

When the Giants play a team and they win or lose, that is a historical
fact, but to discover such facts, it does not require fundamental or basic
research. The NFL itself as well as the Giants and the Mara’s copyright
their original material but not public facts. They copyright so they can
say "no" if somebody else's creativity affects the league or the franchise
negatively. Even the NFL does not own publicly well-known facts that
are readily available about legacies such as the coaches of the many
NYG championship seasons.

The championships and the coaches and the great players are well known
and well defined, though some may think the facts belong to the NFL.
Facts are facts, period. So, what? As the author of this book, I care but it
is a sports book. | use a judicious approach to assure that | am not
throwing the bull when I intend to be presenting the facts.

Nonetheless, this is not a book about heavy math algorithms, or potential
advances to the internal combustion engine, or space travel, or the eight
elements necessary to find a cure for cancer. So, | refuse to treat this
book 100% seriously. If you find a fault, I will fix it. This is a book
about sports and sports legends and stories about sporting events that
have been recorded seven million times already someplace else. Though
| tried for sure to get it all right and I used the work of others to assure
so, | bet | made a mistake or two.

What is my remedy for the harmed if | have made a mistake? 1 did not
write this book to harm anybody. If I did not write this book, would the
harmed individuals from the book be unharmed. So, at the very least, |
can unpublish those parts of the book. If any reader is harmed, let me
know, and | will do whatever must be done for all to be OK.



Preface:

“Winning is what happens when commitment, desire, talent,
preparation, hard work, and leadership all come together. This is a
quote by Tom Coughlin, a Super-Bowl Winning NY Giant Coach
and a fine man.

The New York Football Giants will be entering their 95th season in
the fall of 2019. With Pat Shurmur at the helm, many of us cannot
wait. Over the course of their team history they’ve had a bevy of
legendary coaches. Do the names Vince Lombardi, Tom Landry, and
Bill Belichick ring a bell? None of these greats however, ever got to be
a Giants head coach. No sir, and we should probably say that again
for effect. But, these greats all contributed to making the Giant s the
great legacy tea that they are.

Even with these immortals gracing Giants blue, only 20 men in
total—some longer that others, have been lucky enough to be the
head man in charge of all the action. The Giants, from day one, have
been a great team—winning from the start and going 11-1 in their
third year 1927. This was an NFL Championship before the Super
Bowl And, there were others.

The team since 1925 has won 8 championships between former NFL
Championship games and the modern. Super Bowls,. So, there is a
clear history of winners and some of the best football ever played in
the US, the Capitol of American Football.

Legendary NY Giants Head Coach Bill Parcells is one of the more
quoted of the Giant’s past coaching masters. It is no wonder why. In
his years at the Giants and elsewhere, Parcells called it as he saw it,
and he has been right most of the time. He was a great coach besides
being a great prognosticator.

“Everything that is—can be made better.” That’s not a Bill Parcells
quote. It is my own, but Parcells could just as easily have said it
because that was his coaching philosophy in a nutshell. That’s why
he won so much. Everything that is—can be made better

Bill Parcells was not a whiner, but telling it like it is, means you are
not always cheery as we can see by this Parcells’ classic quote: .
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“Even when you're successful, even when you win the game, about
an hour after the game, you have a litany of things that you now deal
with that are problematic... So, the times that you are happy are
minute compared to the time that you're dealing with problems.”

When the 2017 season began, there was talk of another Super Bowl
after the great 2016 season (11-5) with new coach Ben McAdoo, but
it did not happen. McAdoo did not finish the season well and interim
coach Steve Spagnuolo mopped up his mess with a swab (1-3) that
did not play well for anybody.

Manning was back to lead the team in 2018 but he and fans of big
blue noticed that the very quick re-tooling of just about every aspect
of the franchise did not produce a big payoff. Dave Gettleman had
already left his imprint as general manager and new head coach Pat
Shurmur raised expectations but had to put results off a year. We’ll
see this Fall, 2019.

Superstar Odell Beckham Jr. remained a focal point on offense but
with #2 overall pick Saquon Barkley and offseason addition left
tackle Nate Solder, there was talk about the Giants becoming not just
a contender but a danger for opponents. Again, it did not happen.
But it may in 2019.

Coach Pat Shurmur inherited a team that had gone 3-13 in the 2017
season and he revamped most of it but the improvements have yet to
pay off as the Giants finished as they did 2017, but with two more
win. Still the team had a lock on last place in the NFC East.

No one had told Shurmur it would be easy, and though he felt some
glimmers of hope the best he could go was snag two more wins for
the franchise. We’re all hoping this is the year and Shurmur thinks
Eli Manning is just the guy to unleash the victory tiger once again.



Coach Steve Owen Aug 12, 1953 dur{ﬁ:g Train.ir\lg camp
Looking back in history as we do often in this book, we find a ton of
great coaches out of the 20 heads in total on the Giants’ list. For all
their great games in about 95 seasons, this great team still has about
100 wins more than losses, making them the third winningest team in
pro football history.

Anvsgm
(CHESTERFIELD

A — .
The LA Rams v NY Giants Polo Grounds November 14, 1948. Photo by AP Photo/HH

After writing about Notre Dame, Penn State, Clemson, Alabama,
Florida, Syracuse, and Army, Brian Kelly, your author was moved
by his memories of watching the old 21” B/W Admiral TV on
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Sundays with his dad. So, here we are in this book waiting to get the
chance to memorialize some of these colorful Charlie Conerly and
YA Tittle football games The New York Giants were always a
favorite of the Kelly family with my dad, and brothers Ed and Joe
and I enjoying the great games while stealing as much heat from the
old Parlor Heatrola coal stove as possible.

This new book by Brian Kelly, which highlights the Great Moments
in New York Giants Football is one of the items that is expected to
be available all 52 weeks and in fact all 365 days each year except in
LEAP YEAR where the Giants add an extra day for your book
shopping pleasure.

Amazon, Kindle, Barnes & Noble and other online sites in the US
and overseas carry this new book and it will add to your year-round
football experience, especially in the off-season. Once you get this
book, it is yours forever unless, of course you may give it away to one
of the many Giants fans, who will be in awe of your new possession.

Reading this book is like reliving the last game, the last football
season, and / or all the seasons before last season without ever
having to get on or off a plane. Seeing a game in the Polo Grounds or
after 1956 in Yankee Stadium.

The Giants moved initially to Yankee Stadium in 1956. They played
their final game at Yankee Stadium on Sunday, September 23, 1973
vs the Philadelphia Eagles. As a team without a real home, the
Giants played one year at the Yale Bowl and one year at Shea
Stadium before moving into Giants Stadium in 1976. Giants stadium
in the Meadowlands closed down for Giants Football in 2010. Over
its 33-year history, the stadium was the home to 14 playoff teams,
three that won Super Bowl Championships.

The Giants and the Jets now play all their home games at Met Life
Stadium. This is located in the same general area as Giants Stadium
in East Rutherford, New Jersey , 8 miles (13 km) outside of New
York City. It is owned by the MetLife Stadium Company, a joint
venture of the Giants and Jets, who jointly built the stadium using
private funds on land owned by the New Jersey Sports and
Exposition Authority. It opened as New Meadowlands Stadium in
2010. In 2011, MetLife, an insurance company based in New York
City, acquired the naming rights to the stadium. At a construction



cost of approximately $1.6 billion, it was the most expensive stadium
ever built at the time that it opened.9]

As you will soon learn, this book examines more than just great
moments. There are some moments that are not so great in every
team’s football seasons and the New York Giants offer no excuses for
those times. Giants fans simply hope the new iteration of bad games
ends soon. Your author shows the bad with the good to get the
proper perspective for the great moments in this book.

Not all Giants’ coaches for example, are named Owen, Sherman,
Parcells, or Shurmur. so not all games are in the W column.
However, all teams from 1925 to the present, no matter who the
coach is, showed that they were Giants tough, nonetheless. That
means they all fought hard for wins for the good of the team and the
fans.

Opening with its first story at the very beginning of Football as a
sport in America, this book goes all the way to Pat Shurmur’s first
season. We hope to do a quick redo of the book next year as the
Giants win their ninth Championship (Super Bowl) . Now, that
would be a miracle season and well enjoyed.

This book is written for those of us who love Giants football as
played in many of the great venues over the years. After discussing
the origins of football and then the origins of pro-football, the book
first tells the story of the first New York Giants Football Game in
1925. It then advances to the games, the victories and losses, and the
onward to the great immortal New York Football Giants’ coaches of
historical fame—Steve Owen, Allie Sherman, Bill Parcells, and Tom
Coughlin.

Predicting that another future immortal great is already in our midst,
the book then takes us up to the last Giants season with Coach Pat
Shurmur.



Page xxv

NY Giants v Washington Redskins at the Polo Grounds in 1938. Photo by AP Photo]

This book is all about the great moments in New York Giants
Football. It touches every aspect of the historical and mythical Giants
Football Teams. It tells exhilarating stories about the 22 coaches and
its 95 seasons worth of great games. The book stops every now and
then, and it takes the reader on a side excursion in time to learn
about a particular event or a great player.

The player list always begins with the immortal Charley Conerly who
played for NY from 1948, the year I was born ‘til 1961. The book
goes on and on and recounts the games of Y.A. Tittle, Frank Gifford,
Roosevelt Brown, Roosevelt Grier, Lawrence Taylor, Michael
Trahan, and of course Pat Summerall. These Pro Bowlers have made
Giants Football a bright light experience for the program’s many
years and many fans.

In my role as Editor in Chief of Lets Go Publish! and a die-hard
Giants’ fan, I predict that you will not be able to put this book down

You are going to love this book because it is the perfect read for
anybody who loves the New York Giants and Giants’ football, and
who wants to know more about one of the most revered professional
athletic teams in all of football.



Few sports books are a must-read but Brian Kelly's Great Moments
in New York Giants Football will quickly appear at the top of
Americas most enjoyable must-read books about sports. Enjoy!

Who is Brian Kelly?

Brian Kelly aka Brian W. Kelly, is one of the leading authors in
America with this, his 199" published book. Brian continues as an
outspoken and eloquent expert on a variety of topics. Moreover,
Kelly also has written several hundred articles on other topics of
interest to Americans and people across the globe.

Most of his early works involved high technology. Later, Brian wrote
a number of patriotic books and most recently he has been writing
human interest books such as The Wine Diet and Thank you, IBM.
His books are always well received. If I could get the pen out of
Dad’s hand for just awhile, I might be able to write a few books of
my own, but my editing chores at Lets Go Publish always come first.

Brian Kelly’s books are highlighted at www.letsgopublish.com. They
are for sale at Amazon, Kindle, and Barnes & Noble,
Amazon.com/author/brianwkelly, as well as and other fine
booksellers.

The best!
Sincerely,

Brian P. Kelly, Editor in Chief
I am Brian Kelly's eldest son
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Brian Kelly retired as an Assistant Professor in the Business Information
Technology (BIT) Program at Marywood University, where he also served as
the IBM i and Midrange Systems Technical Advisor to the IT Faculty. Kelly
designed, developed, and taught many college and professional courses. He
continues as a contributing technical editor to a number of technical industry
magazines, including "The Four Hundred" and "Four Hundred Guru,"
published by IT Jungle.

Kelly is a former IBM Senior Systems Engineer. His specialty was problem
solving for customers as well as implementing advanced operating systems and
software on his client's machines. Brian is the author of 199 books, including
50 Sports Books, and hundreds of magazine articles. He has been a frequent
speaker at technical conferences throughout the United States.

Brian was a candidate for the US Congress from Pennsylvania in 2010 and he
ran for Mayor in his home town in 2015. Kelly loves the Giants and he became
a big fan in the 1950’s and 1960’s watching games with his dad on Sundays on
the family’s new 21” Admiral B/W TV.

This is Brian’s fourteenth “Great Moments” book and his fourth about a
professional NFL team. Writing about the New York Giants has been a special
treat.
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Chapter 1 Introduction to the Book

The Giants celebrate 95t year of football

Everybody loves the New York Giants!

In 2019, New York is celebrating its 95" year of Great Giants’
Football.

This book celebrates New York Giants Football; its founding; its
struggles; its greatness; and football’s long-lasting impact on
American life. People like me, who love the team from way back
when they were in their thirtieth year, will love this book. Giants
Haters will want their own copy of this book just for additional
ammo. Yet, it won't help them! Hah!
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NY Giants Current Stadium — Met Life Stadium

In defining the format of the book, we chose to use a timetable that is
based on a historical chronology. Within this framework, we discuss
the great moments in New York Giants Football History, and there
are many great moments. No book can claim to be able to capture
them all, as it would be a never-ending story, but we sure try. The
great moments naturally include a lot of great people, including
players and the 17 great coaches that over time would make or break
the New York Giants.

Even before we get into Giants football, we discuss the beginning of
football; the beginning of pro-football; and the beginning of the NFL.

Lawrence Taylor, OLB (1981-1993); Frank Gifford, RB/WR (1952-
1964); Mel Hein, C (1931-1945); Roosevelt Brown, OT (1953-1965);
Sam Huff, LB (1956-1963); Emlen Tunnell, DB (1948-1958); Harry
Carson, LB (1976-1988); Michael Strahan, DE (1993-2007); Tuffy
Leemans, FB (1936-1943); Andy Robustelli, DE (1956-1964);
Charley Conerly QB (1948-1961), Eli Manning, QB (2004-present)
and other New York Giant Football greats from over the years, have
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great reverence for the team for which they played the game of
football. That reverence is captured in these pages.

Looking at the quick snapshot of coaches and seasons at the
beginning of the book, it is clear that New York (Giants) has been
able to survive a number of coaches who could not survive
themselves, while the Giants football program has grown both in
acceptance and popularity.

Look across the Internet with your web browser and you will be
reminded that the New York Giants have eight football
championships to the franchise’s credit.

I have done my best to portray an accurate depiction of New York
Giant Football History, displayed in a properly summarized format
so that none of us are reading this book forever. There are 500 pages
to this book and so there is more than enough to accompany you on
those cold winter nights after the close of the football season.

There are a ton of great stories for sure. More importantly, none of us
should need to search further than this book for the truth about many
of the depictions in this book. Let’s talk about some formative Giants
football moments and some great athletes and coaches now, before
we close out the first chapter of this book highlighting the Great
Moments in New York Giants Football.

Brief Overview

Ya just gotta love New York as a sports city and the New York
Giants Professional Football Team. I know I do from way back. I
have been to a number of the New York and New Jersey stadiums
where the games are played. I have always been a Sunday football
watcher, and a proud New York Giants fan long before my years
required two digits to show.

The Giants have been around since their beginning in 1925. Unlike
other NFL beginnings there was no syndicate responsible for getting
the Giants going. The late Tim Mara, who is now a member of the
Pro Football Hall of Fame, purchased a new NFL franchise for $500
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in 1925. However, it cost him a lot more to get through the first
season. Before it was ended, Mara had to fork over another $25,000
to keep the franchise alive.

This NY Giants history is reported by the Pro Football Hall of Fame.

The history and tradition of the New York Giants is linked to pro
football itself for one might have perished without the other in the
early days of the National Football League. The value of New York
exposure was clearly demonstrated in December of the first season
when more than 70,000 turned out at the Polo Grounds to see the
Giants play the Chicago Bears, who had just signed Red Grange, the
most famous pro football player of the 1920s.

The very next season (1926), Grange and his agent formed a rival
American Football League and placed their flagship team, the
Yankees, in New York to battle the Giants head-to-head. It proved to
be a costly battle but the Giants and the NFL won. This first version
of the AFL lasted only one year.

Pro football was not a sure thing in the very early days. It could have
been successful but there were no guarantees. Unlike college football,
there were no rich alums who bankrolled the bad years. Teams either
made money for the owners or the teams folded.

In the 1930’s there were a lot of conflicts in Europe and eventually
the US entered what became known as World War II in 1939.

As the US geared up for the possibility of war and especially after
war was declared, both college and professional football had a tough
time getting the players that were needed as the armed services were
grabbing all able-bodied men and assuring their enlistment. On
September 16, 1940, the United States instituted the Selective
Training and Service Act of 1940, which required all men between
the ages of 21 and 45 to register for the draft. This was the first
peacetime draft in United States' history.

Unlike Philadelphia, Pittsburgh and several other teams, New York
had some funding which helped it with recruiting and stocking
enough players to get through the war years. You may know that in
1943, it was so difficult getting players that Philadelphia and the
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Pittsburgh franchises combined for this one season. They called
themselves the Steagles.

The manpower shortage was created by World War II. Men were
needed for the war, and for the major manufacturing that was set up
in the US to build the armaments. New York did not have major
issues though it was taxing for all teams to survive.

In its third season in 1927, the Giants were a real power-house. They
won their first NFL championship behind a defense led by tackle
Steve Owen . That defense permitted an all-time low of 20 points in
13 games. Owen became the Giants' coach in 1930. He held the job
for 23 seasons, the longest for any of the Giant’s 17 coaches. Owen
finished with a 153-108-17 record.

He still ranks twenty-first in all-time coaching victories. The Giants
enjoyed some of their finest seasons during the Owen years.
Beginning with the start of divisional play in 1933, the Giants won
eight Eastern division titles in 14 seasons and NFL championships in
1934 and 1938. Ken Strong, a triple-threat halfback and a premier
placekicker, and Mel Hein, a center-linebacker who didn't miss a
game in 15 seasons, were Giants standouts through most of the 1930s
and 1940s.

With the coaching of first Jim Lee Howell in the late 1950s and Allie
Sherman in the early 1960s, the Giants won the NFL title in 1956
and six NFL Eastern championships in eight years from 1956 to
1963. Such stars as Charlie Conerly, Y. A. Tittle, Frank Gifford,
Roosevelt Brown, Emlen Tunnell and Andy Robustelli led New
York's annual chase to the title game.

From 1964 to 1985, the Giants remained out of championship
contention. With Bill Parcells at the helm, they won NFC Eastern
division crowns in 1986, 1989 and 1990. They concluded the 1986
and 1990 campaigns with victories over Denver in Super Bowl XXI
and Buffalo in Super Bowl XXV.
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From the start, the Giants have been a family enterprise. Founder
Tim Mara's sons, Jack and Wellington, succeeded him and Tim
Mara II served for many years as the club's vice president.
Wellington Mara and Preston Robert Tisch, who purchased 50
percent of the club in 1991, served as co-chief executive officers until
their deaths in 2005. In 2007, the Giants, led by quarterback Eli
Manning and defensive end Michael Strahan, defeated the previously
unbeaten New England Patriots to capture the Super Bowl XLII
championship. Manning and the Giants won a second Super Bowl
four years later in a rematch against the Patriots in Super Bowl
XLVI. We're ready for another Super Bowl Win in 2019.
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Chapter 2 History of New York Giants’
Football Stadiums

The New York Giants have played football in their share of stadiums
over the years. From their first game shortly after becoming a
franchise in 1925, until 1955, the Mara family’s Giants played at the
Polo Grounds. They then moved to the original Yankee Stadium and
shared the field with the Baseball Yankees in 1956, Though Yankee
Stadium had been built primarily for baseball, it served as a suitable
location for the NY Football Giants for nearly two decades.

Intercity rivalry, NY Giants v NY Yanks in 1950 at Polo Grounds. Photo by AP

The Giants were great right from the beginning. Its first two seasons
were 8-4 and then in its third season, the team claimed its first world
championship in the NFL. It was just its third season when the team
finished with the best record in the league at 11-1-1, and it received
the prestigious NFL title. Then, in the next 14-years from 1933 to
1946, New York qualified to play in the NFL championship game
eight more times, coming away with two more trophies. It was
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another ten years before they won their next title, right after moving
into Yankee Stadium.

The New York Giants and the Chicago rs faced off in th 56 NFL Championship at
Yankee Stadium—a game the Giants would go on to win. Photo by AP Photo/Harry Harris]
After their time in Yankee Stadium, the Giants moved to a stadium
named after the Giants — Giants Stadium. There was only one
problem. It was not in NY but that did not seem to matter to Giants
fans, or NY Jets fans with whom the Giants shared the football
stadium. Before the move to Giants stadium, however, NY had two
other venues.

Because Yankee Stadium was being renovated in 1973 and 1974, the
Giants played 12 home games at the Yale Bowl, which was home to
the Yale University football team in New Haven, Connecticut. In
1975, the Giants played at Shea Stadium before making the big move
to the new Giants Stadium in The Meadowlands.

Over the years, fans have referred to this stadium as Giants Stadium
or Giants Stadium at the Meadowlands. Some even called it the
swamp from the origins of the land used to build it. The city location
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was East Rutherford, New Jersey, and specifically the venue was the
Meadowlands Sports Complex. The facility opened up in 1976 and
lasted until 2010. It primarily hosted sporting events and concerts in
its history.

This chapter in the history of the New York Giants football stadiums
ended with the closing of Giants Stadium in 2010. Over its 33-year
history, the stadium was the home to 14 playoff teams, three of
which won Super Bowl Championships. Unlike any other NFL
team, at the time, for 25 years the New York Giants and Jets shared
the same stadium.

You will learn in this book that the New York Football Giants are a
franchise with a big history. Having been a member of the short-lived
NFL at the time since 1925 and having won eight NFL
championships in total through 2019. New York’s Football Giants
are quite a legacy.

The National Football League itself played a few years before the
Giants came in. From 1920 on, the league functioned as the
American Professional Football Association (APFA). At the time,
there were ten teams from four states, but the New York Giants were
not one of those ten teams.

The National Football League changed names from the APFA and
became the NFL in 1922. It was the first professional football league
to successfully establish a nationwide presence after several decades
of failed attempts by other leagues. Only two teams currently in the
NFL, were part of the starting ten in 1920. They are both Chicago
teams—the Decatur Staleys (now the Chicago Bears) and the
Chicago Cardinals (now the Arizona Cardinals).

The Green Bay Acme Packers, founded in 1919 (joined the NFL in
1921. They are now the Green Bay Packers). They are the oldest
NFL franchise within continuous operation in the same location.

When the Giants got their franchise in 1925 until 1955, they played
at Polo Grounds. They moved to Yankee Stadium in 1956, sharing
the stadium with baseball’s New York Yankees. Yankee Stadium
was the “house that Ruth (Babe) in April 1023. It was originally built
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for baseball but was a suitable location for the Football Giants for
nearly two decades.

In the late 1960s, discussions of new stadiums, one for football and
one for baseball, in the Meadowlands began. The New York Giants
were targeted for this project because Yankee Stadium was
deteriorating by the late 1960s. On August 27, 1971 the Giants signed
a 30-year lease agreement to move to a new stadium to be
constructed in the Meadowlands. The New Jersey Sports and
Exposition Authority was formed to finance, construct and maintain
the stadium.

No public funding was used to finance the stadium. Originally
scheduled to be completed by 1975, several obstacles forced the
opening of the stadium to be pushed back a year. Since the stadium
was being constructed and Yankee Stadium was eventually
renovated, the Giants played the 1973 and 1974 seasons at the Yale
Bowl, and the 1975 season at Shea Stadium.

Named after the team, Giants Stadium opened on October 10, 1976.
Over 77,000 seats in three tiers circled the entire playing field. Two
scoreboard / video-boards were located above the upper deck beyond
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both end zones. The Giants were the primary tenant at the stadium
until 1984, when the New York Jets moved from Shea Stadium to
share Giants Stadium.

On September 6, 1984 the Jets played their first game at the stadium.
Their move to Giants Stadium was not a very wise financial decision
during their first several seasons. Many Jets games did not sell out
and the stands were half-empty. The stadium also lacked many things
to make it look like the Jets home. From its opening in 1976 until
2000, the stadium had Astroturf as its playing surface.

In 2000, it was replaced with natural grass. However, after the 2002
season the grass field was then replaced with Fieldturf. Giants
Stadium had over 70 luxury suites, and also had a restaurant that
seated 2,000 people. The stadium hosted many concerts, the NY/NJ
Metro Stars (MLS), and many other events.

Because Giants Stadium lacked many of the modern amenities found
in newer stadiums built since the late 1990s, the Giants and Jets
partnered in building a new stadium adjacent to Giants Stadium.
MetLife Stadium opened in August 2010. Giants Stadium was
demolished in Winter and Spring 2010.
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Chapter 3 Giants Launch First Football
Team

Coach #1 Bob Folwell

Bob Folwell 1925  4th 840
Year Coach Record Pl Conf/Div
1925 Bob Folwell 8-4-0 4 NFL

N T ;
1925 New York Giants Football Team

The year was 1925. It was four years after the NFL's first try in New
York, Tim Mara, who was a successful businessman, promoter, and
bookmaker (a term used for a legal “racket” at the time), purchased a
team franchise in the five-year old National Football League (NFL)
for a reported $500.

This time period in which Mara got the Giant’s franchise was after
college football had already become successful. Former college
football stars from Michigan and Penn State and Notre Dame were
graduating and that typically meant the end of their football careers.
For those wanting to make a career out of playing football, they were
simply out of luck even though there were many college football stars
who wanted to continue to play football.
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The fans were not yet accustomed to a professional cadre of football
players who received a living wage by getting paid in real dollars to
play football. Therefore before 1920, professional football was kept in
the shadows by “real sports” such as baseball, boxing, horse racing
and college football.

Though there were regional football teams that paid players small
amounts for their services, such professional football teams had not
yet hit the big cities. Instead, the teams hailed from the towns of
Dayton, Rochester and Columbus. Nonetheless, league officials
believed that a team in a large market such as New York was exactly
what was needed to keep the fledgling NFL alive and turn it into a
successful business venture.

How to get that job done was the problem,. From the beginning,
during their first season in 1925, the Giants were in danger of
bankruptcy despite playing competitive football in their first season.
They started off their season poorly with three losses. Then, after a
seven-game winning streak, their record stood at a respectable 7-3.
They were positioned to survive.

More important than Wins and Losses for any pro team at the time,
was, according to the analysts, what could get the team out of the
red? A December 11th 1925 game at the Polo Grounds against Red
Grange and the Chicago Bears was expected to be key to a profitable
season. It was. The game was a huge gate attraction drawing over
70,000 fans at the Polo Grounds. It kept the startup Giants in
business, and it helped to give pro-football a nice foothold in New
York City. The New York Football Giants went on to finish with an
8-4 record splitting a home and home end-of season series with the
Chicago Bears.

The 1925 New York Giants season was the franchise's inaugural
season in the National Football League. The team finished with a
record of 84 against NFL league opponents.

1925 New York Giants Coach Bob Folwell

The New York Football Giants represented the City of New York in
the NFL’s 1925 professional football season. The Giants played in
their inaugural NFL season. At the time the entire league was in one
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Division. This changed in 1933. At that time, the NFL East Division
and the NFL West Division were formed.

Instead of two teams competing for one title, the split gave five teams
and another five teams each going for separate titles. From the two
divisions, a championship game was played. It was not the super
bowl but the champion helped the NFL Football Championship
which was as good as the Super Bowl at the time.

The five teams in the Eastern Division where the Giants played were
as follows:

New York Giants
Brooklyn Dodgers
Boston Redskins
Philadelphia Eagles
Pittsburgh Pirates

The Giants were led by coach Bob Folwell in his first year as head
coach of the NY Giant. The Giants finished the season with an 8-4
record, which gave them 4™ place in the NFL. Overall they played
seventeen games. Five were non-league exhibition games.

Coach Bob Folwell

Bob Folwell was a football coach
in the National Football League
(NFL) during the 1925 season. He
served as the head coach of the
New York Football Giants. He
does not have a large resume but
during his lone season in the NFL
the Giants went 8-4-0.

Born Robert Cook Folwell Jr. on
February 17, 1885, Folwell passed
away on January 8, 1928. He
played football and he coached at
the college and pro-level. He was
head coach at three Pennsylvania
colleges--Lafayette College (1909—
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1911); Washington & Jefferson College (1912—-1915); the University
of Pennsylvania (1916-1919). Additionally, he coached the United
States Naval Academy from 1920-1924). His career college football
record was very good at 106-29-9. When the NFL was five years
old, Folwell moved his trade to the professional ranks—including a
stint with the New York Giants of the National Football League
(NFL) in 1925, the Philadelphia Quakers of the American Football
League in 1926, and the Atlantic City Roses of the Eastern League of
Professional Football in 1927.

Games of the 1925 Season

The 1925 season opener was played on Sep 27 against the Newark
Red Jackets in a non-NFL game at Dreamland Park. The Giants
prevailed W (3-0). On Oct 4, my wedding anniversary in another
non-NFL game, against All-New Britain, the Giants won again W
(26-0) in New Britain Connecticut. On Oct 11, at the Cycledrom, the
Giants were beaten by the Providence Steam Rollers L (0-14). Then
on Oct 17 at Frankford Stadium in Philadelphia, the Giants finally
played against the precursor team to the Philadelphia Eagles, the
Frankford Yellow Jackets. In a losing effort L (3-5). The next day on
Oct 18, Frankford’s Yellow Jackets appeared at the Polo Grounds in
NY and again they prevailed against the Giants L (0-14)..

On Nov 1, 1925 the Giants picked up their first NFL win against the
Cleveland Bulldogs W (19-0) at the Polo Grounds. Again, at the
Polo Grounds, the Giants claimed a victory—this time on Nov 3,
against the Buffalo Bisons W (7-0). Then, on Nov 8, 1925, the
Giants shut out the Columbus Tigers W (19-0) at the Polo Grounds.
This was followed on Veterans Day, Nov 11 with a win against
Rochester Jeffersons W (13-0) at the Polo Grounds.

On Nov 15, after an early season loss, the Giants defeated the
Providence Steam Roller W (13-12) at the Polo Grounds. On Nov
22, the Giants outscored the Kansas City CowboysW 9-3 at the Polo
Grounds. After a four-day break, on Nov 26, the Giants beat the
Staten Island Stapletons W 7-0 in Albany, New York. Then as
November came to a close, on the 29®, the Giants shut out the
Dayton Triangles W (23-0) at the Polo Grounds.
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Next came two tough games against Chicago. On Dec 6, the Giants
were beaten by the Chicago Bears L (7-19) at home in the Polo
Grounds. The following week at Wrigley Field, on Dec 13, the
Giants came back and beat the Bears W (9-0).

The Giants played two more exhibition games at the end of the
season. The first was lost on Jan 1, 1926 in Palm Beach Florida
against the Coral Gables Collegians L (3—13). The second loss in the
“post season” came on January 6, 1926 at the Coral Gables
Collegians L (13-14). This game was played at Coral Gables,
Florida.

Successful First Season

This was the Giants first season of football games. With an 8-4
record, nobody could call this a poor season. The Giants’ Coach Bob
Folwell moved on after this inaugural year and the team replaced
him with a new coach for 1926, Coach Doc Alexander. The “Doc”
brought an 8-4-1 record to the Giants in their second year. It would
be awhile for the giants to have a losing record.

After a book hiatus to go way back into the football archives to show
how football and then pro-football began, we will continue with the
1926 season and on to the current season.

You will learn some things in the next few chapters that I did not
even know about when I began to research this book. Enjoy.
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Chapter 4 The Evolution of Modern
Football

Lots of playing before playing became official

The official agreed upon date for the first American-style football
game is November 6, 1869. There would be more than thirty plus
thirty years plus some years after this for the Philadelphia Eagles to
meet the NY Giants on the gridiron. The Eagles first had to become
an NFL franchise. If you can find a replay of the first college game
someplace in the heavens, however, you would find its replay would
not look much like football as we know it. But, it was not completely
soccer or rugby either.

Before this game, teams were playing a rugby style similar to that
played in Britain in the mid-19" century. At the time in the US, a
derivative known as association football was also played. In both
games, a football is kicked at a goal or run over a line. These styles
were based on the varieties of English public-school football games.
Over time, as noted, the style of "football" play in America continued
to evolve.
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On November 6, 1869, the first football game in America featured
Rutgers and Princeton. Before the teams were even on the field it was
being plugged as the first college football game of all time. Syracuse
University opened in 1870, the year after the first college football
game.

The first game of intercollegiate football was a sporting battle
between two neighboring schools on a plot of ground where the
present-day Rutgers gymnasium now stands in New Brunswick, N.J.
Rutgers won that first game, 6-4.

There were two teams of 25 men each and the rules were rugby-like,
but different enough to make it very interesting and enjoyable.

Like today's football, there were many surprises; strategies needed to
be employed; determination exhibited, and of course the players
required physical prowess.

15t GaeRutgers 6 Princeton 4 College Field, New Brunswick, NJ
Before we begin to focus solely on the Eagles, the next several
chapters will describe the origins of football, the origin of the football,
and how the NFL grew out of something that became known as
American football that was first played on college campuses.
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Chapter 5 The First American College
Football Game

Early American Football

We can all read Walter Camp’s books about how the rules of
American football came about. We can also learn a lot from the
writings of the day. However, since nobody alive today was alive
way back when, it is safe to say that nobody actually knows. But
from all the accounts, we do have a pretty good idea.

There are a lot of guessers and some wrong readers out there because
nobody from November 1869, of which I am aware can refute
anything via an eye-witness account. So, there are a lot of great
stories, some duplicated many times over. Some are right on the
money and others are inexact. We’ll do our best to bring you the
story as it really happened in this book.

Once the first College football game was played, the next major game
to be played was the first professional football game. Though there
were dribs and drabs of pro football being played by some famous
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coaches such as Knute Rockne, it took a while for professional
football to take off.

In these pre-Giants football chapters that eventually get us to the first
pro-football game, know that the facts in this section come from a
book written by your author that sells much better in England than in
the US. Its title is The Birth of American Football. The modified
excerpts from this book help set the stage for a proper introduction to
professional football, the NFL, and the road to Super Bowl LIII, a
game won by the Patriots our the LA Rams.

For Giants Fans of course, the better story is from seven years in the
past when the NY Giants rode to a Super Bowl XLVI win in 2012 in
perfect style. Tom Coughlin, not known for many smiles over the
years, for a few years after the 2011 season looked like he had that
continual smile pasted on by a professional. That, my friends is the
beauty of winning.

It has been almost 150 years since the first American College
Football game. Therefore, it helps to recall the old schoolroom
exercise of whispering into a person’s ear a little passage and thirty
students later seeing what comes back. The good news is that the
further back that you get from the time of Walter Camp, the stories
are all similar and there are fewer and fewer of them.

Camp had all the future rules in his head!

Eventually, in the 1870’s, shortly after the very first recognized
collegiate football game in America, the great Walter Camp began to
get really interested and he wrote a lot of football history and a
number of football rule books. These are trusted implicitly today by
most experts as the defining moments in American football.

One of the few things about early football that we do know with
reasonable certainty is that professional football as we understand it,
was non-existent until long after collegiate football was established. It
can also be said with certainty that if it were not for the colleges
playing football with abandon for so many years, and Walter Camp’s
fastidious attention to the game, in particular, there probably would
be no American football today at any level. Of course, more than
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likely there would still be rugby and soccer. Walter Camp was an
amazing football pioneer.

We also know that there was a great gifted athlete who played every
sport imaginable including soccer and rugby, and then American
football. His name as you might guess, is Walter Camp. He is
universally recognized by all students and experts of the game of
football as the Father of American Football.

There is some irony in putting this out as a two plus two equals four
story, however. You see, Walter Camp, as noted, widely considered
the most important figure in the development of American football,
was not playing organized football when the first football game took
place in 1869. So, who gave them their football rules? Voila, it is a
conundrum!

FOOTHALL MATCH BRTWEES YALE AND PRINCETON, NOVEMBER 27—Deaws 3¢ A I, Faser—{Sex Pace 080.]

1879 Football Game Depiction
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A, The Father of

AMERICAN FOOTBALL

WALTER CAMP

As a youth, we know that Camp excelled in sports such as track,
baseball, and association football, and after enrolling at Yale in 1876,
he earned varsity honors in every sport the school offered. But, what
about 1869 which is the consensus origin date for the beginning of
American football in the US?

Many apologists have written about this period from 1869 onward as
if it were the beginning of American football that, at the time was
played only at the collegiate level. In essence, the true beginning of
college football was in fact, the beginning of American football.

However, the rules of the game began more as rugby rules than
football rules but over the years, changes were made. Today, no
other country plays the type of football played in America. America
created its own game of football and it is unique.

There were other rough games out there at the time and they still
exist across the world. One might conclude that football was
unnecessary as those who played soccer and rugby could be maimed
or killed in a contest without needing Camp’s American football
rules.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Track_and_field_athletics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yale
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Scénes from First Football Game

Considering that the centennial of the US was approaching in 1869,
the year of the first game, some feel there was a need to create a game
besides the American past-time of baseball, that was a cool-weather
sport. Yes, there was soccer and rugby, but these have a European or
English heritage, from whom America had declared independence
about 100 years prior. England for the most part owned the rules of
soccer and rugby for some time. The Europeans did not look to
Camp’s rule book for advice for their favorite sports.

Nonetheless, historians trace the roots of American football to early
versions of rugby football and association football neither of which
are indigenous to America. Both games have their origin in varieties
of football played in Britain in the mid-19th century, in which a
football is kicked at a goal or kicked over a line. These varieties of
style in England were based on the various English public school
football games.

It helps to be reminded in this story that our nation’s birth date is
July 4, 1776 and so 1869 was just 93 years from the founding.

There are lots of stories about the evolution towards American
football, and this part of this discusses includes many ideas supplied


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rugby_football
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Association_football
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Football
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Football_(ball)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Goal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_public_school_football_games
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_public_school_football_games
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by Walter Camp for the transition. American football resulted from
several major modifications from association football and rugby
football, most notably the rule changes instituted by Camp at Yale
University and when he was a Hopkins School graduate. To repeat
Camp is significant as he is attributed as being the designated "Father
of American Football."

One of the changes not attributed to Walter Camp was the shape of
the ball. As you will see, the forward pass did not become legal until
1906 and so the spherical shape of modern footballs was not required
until passing became a larger part of the game.

The football itself was evolving steadily from the first game. But, it

was not completely perfected until 1935. The ball used in the very

first game was round, like a soccer ball and like early rugby balls. It
was tough to carry, and awkward to throw.

In 1874, in a McGill and Harvard game, they used a ball that looked
like a watermelon. Over time, balls became more plum-like and
easier to throw. The problem was that pigs’ bladders, not balloons
were used and they by definition were inexact. We refine this study
of the ball later in this writing before we look at NY Giants’ season
summaries, so please hang on. For now, know that Walter Camp
was not involved in defining the ball itself.

Among these important changes to rugby that Camp brought into
American football were the introduction of the line of scrimmage, of
down-and-distance rules. He also introduced the notion of legal
interference, which today is called blocking and prior to the Camp
rule change was plain old interference.

Camp was the rules guy but before he went to Yale, like most New
Englanders of the day, he played soccer, which was the preferred
cool-weather fall sport. He did not play much rugby football until his
time at Yale University from 1876 to 1881.

Camp was not the first person to play football—any kind of
football—be it soccer, rugby, or Harpastum. Some joke that Adam
and Eve may have played football with a round fruit. Most of us
would hope it was an orange or a grapefruit.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_football
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yale_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yale_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Line_of_scrimmage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Down_(American_football)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blocking_(American_football)
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A sport called Harpastum and others

You can go back through history and find sports that had some of the
roughness and rudiments of soccer, rugby, and American football but
the games they played were not very rule-based.

In a “sport” called Harpastum, a form of ball game played in the
Roman Empire, for example, the Romans enjoyed their own form of
football.

There have been many forms of traditional football that have been
played throughout Europe and beyond since the beginning of
mankind.

We have already discussed the possibility that there may have been
nicht-verboten round or oval fruits in the Garden of Paradise used for
football. Apples would not do well in football games.

From the beginning of antiquity, knowing man’s propensity to
exercise, have fun and use various shaped balls in so doing, if not in
the garden, then one can bet it was not long after Paradise that
ancient forms of football abounded. See pic of Harpastum next page.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harpastum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harpastum
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Many of these ancient
matches would involve
handling of a ball and
scrummage-like
formations. Several of
the oldest examples of
football-like games
include the Greek game
of Episkyros and the
Roman game of
Harpastum (both
pictures on this page).

Over time many
countries across the
world developed their
own national football-

1 like games. For

example, New Zealand

has Ki-o-rahi; Australia has Marngrook; Japan has Kemari; China
has Cuju; Georgia has Lelo Burti; and the Borders have Jeddart Ba';
and the Cornwall Cornish of course have Hurling.

o

EAAHNIKH AHMOKPATIA <O

NArKOIMIO KYNEAAO NOAOISAIPOY

The pictures below of
balls and balls in play
are interesting and make
the point. Left to right,
Ki-o-rahi ball,
Marngrook ball, and a
snap of a game of
Kemari in process.
None of these forms
appear to have a direct
link to American
football but they surely
are forerunners.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Episkyros
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harpastum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ki-o-rahi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marn_grook
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cornish_hurling
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Harpastum_romain.jpg
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ki-o-rahi ballf Marngirook: (possum skin football)

A traditional

Tall tales that may be true

In football-story-telling, there is also an often-told story about a ship
in 1586, almost 100 years after Columbus, in which the men from the
ship wanted to play a little sport. The ship was reportedly
commanded by an English explorer named John Davis. The young
crew would go ashore to play a form of football with the Inuit
(Eskimo) people in Greenland. There are other later accounts of an
Inuit game played on ice, called Agsaqtuk.

This game had a similarity to football in that each game, which was
called a match, began with the two teams facing each other in
parallel lines. The objective was to kick the “ball” through each other
team's line and then kick it at a goal. Moving along in time, it is
recorded from 1610 that William Strachley from Jamestown,
Virginia, an English Colonist, wrote the account of a game played by
Native Americans. They called the game Pahsaheman. Dear folks,
none of these encounters were sanctioned by the NFL but the
participants chose not to care. They played for fun.

Though there are stories of Native Americans playing foot and ball
games, a variety of American football historians agree that the game
has its roots from the traditional football games played all over
Europe in villages, towns, and schools for centuries before
Columbus.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Native_Americans_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Native_Americans_in_the_United_States
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Mob Football from Europe

The scuttle on those is that the early games appear to have had much
in common with what has been called "mob football" from England.
There were typically no uniforms or coaches nor hard and fast rules.
Before money entered the game, fun was the major factor for playing.
Men were brutes at the time and playing brutish sports helped their
desire to win at all costs. Women chose not to participate with the
brutes as their needs were filled by the daintiness of the day.

In the 19" century, intramural games of rugby, soccer, and
association football began to be played on American college
campuses. There were no rules committees and no Walter Camp at
the time they began to play and so each school played its own variety
of football with its own rules.

Princeton University students, for example, are reported to have
played a game called ball-own, as early as 1820.

Harvard had its own tradition known as "Bloody Monday," which
began in 1827. This was all about a mass ballgame between the
freshman and sophomore classes. In 1860, both the town police and
the college authorities agreed the Bloody Monday had to go. There
was too much blood for the good of the game.

The gendarme would not permit “football” for well over twelve
years. Then the game was played again. Dartmouth had its own
version which they called "Old division football." Its rules were first
published in 1871, though it is said they played the game from the
1830’s.

There were commonalities in all these games Yet, they remained
largely "mob" style games, with huge numbers of players on the
“field” or whatever makeshift was available. All players were on the
field at the same time. There was a little rhyme and some reason as
the objective seemed always to be to advance the ball into a goal
area, quite often by any means possible and necessary.

There were no complicated rules as the games were played for
sport—just for fun. Rules were simple, and so without protection by
rules, violence and injury were common. There was supposedly no


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mob_football
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intramural_sports
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Princeton_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harvard_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dartmouth_College
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_division_football
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beer drinking at the games, but plenty of beer was consumed shortly
thereafter by the young adult participants.

Yes, to be sure, the games were often heated as no group wanted to
lose. Some games were actually violent. Yet, afterwards, sometimes
after beating each other to a pulp, both squads normally would
choose to gather together from their rivalry for some post-game
revelry that often included the singing of songs, awarding of small
prizes, and of course lots of beer-drinking.

There is an old football / rugby saying that parallels the US Las
Vegas slogan: "What happens on the pitch, stays on the pitch. “This
1s an oft-quoted rugby truism.

Take away the violence!

The brutality and frequent bloodshed of these mob-style games led to
widespread protests and there were many separate decisions from
cities and schools to abandon the games. Yale, for example, under
pressure from the city of New Haven, banned the play of all forms of
football in 1860. Eventually, because of popular pressure, the games
would be brought back in one form or another.

From 1854 to 1882, there was a variant of the mob football style that
was once again played at Yale in the form of bladderball. The
objective, of this “game” was to gain control of an oversized
inflatable ball and bring it through the gates of the residential college
represented by another on-campus intramural team.

As one would expect, this game was eventually banned by school
authorities for a number of reasons, not the least of which was
alcohol fueled violence. The violence and the alcohol were most
often precipitated by the game and vice versa. Revival games were
played in 2009 and 2011, and very briefly, in 2014. The revivals were
most often scripted though the grog surely flowed.

Eventually, the informality of the matches gave way to formality as
bona fide institutions began to sponsor collegiate level teams. The
1869 college football season is recognized as the first season of
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intercollegiate football in the United States, though at the time, there
were only two teams in the league — Rutgers and Princeton.

The rules were not refined and so the teams used “agreed-upon
improvised rules” resembling soccer and rugby as much as the
modern American sport. 1869 is considered by historians as the
inaugural college football season.

This 1869 football season consisted of only two total games and as
noted, there were just two teams — Rutgers University and Princeton
University; The first game was played on November 6 at Rutgers'
campus, and the second was played on November 13 on the
Princeton's campus.

1869-1875

As noted, the November 6, 1869 football game between Rutgers and
Princeton, which by the way was then known as the College of New
Jersey, was played with a round ball. The rules were provided by
Rutgers captain William J. Leggett. They were based on the Football
Association's first set of American football rules.

Pl U 3
-»h—-\'.;\.w-g" .



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rutgers_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rutgers_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Football_Association
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Football_Association
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Walter Camp did not write the first set of rules, but he made them all
better. These rules were an early attempt by those who had studied
football in England's public schools, to codify the rules and create
what hopefully would become a universal and standardized set of
dictates for the game. Let me posit an analogy of the evolution of
American Football Rules.

I remember back in the late 1980’s when Windows 2.0 came out and
it was a major improvement on DOS and the prior Windows. I am
sure if the hardware were capable then, the Bill Gates led Microsoft
team would have built Windows 10 or Windows 11, instead of going
through all the iterations to make the program better over the next
thirty years. But, for lots of reasons, they could not.

Rules changes work well through an iterative process of testing new
rules, introducing them to the “game,” and then removing
objectional parts. In the process, some rules are enhanced; others
eliminated; while still other rules are added.

The 1869 football games bore little resemblance to the American
game, which would be developed slowly in the following decades
through the continual work of Walter Camp and others. Nonetheless,
it 1s still regarded as the first game of Intercollegiate American
Football.

Think of the mob playing this first game at a Rutgers field. It could
have been worse. Two teams of 25 players lined up and attempted to
score by kicking the ball into the opposing team's goal. Throwing or
carrying the ball was not allowed, but there was plenty of physical
contact between players. The first team to reach six goals was
declared the winner. Rutgers won this game by a score of six to four.

A rematch was played at Princeton a week later under Princeton's
own set of rules. There was a major difference in the rules of this
game as a team was awarded a "free kick" when any player caught
the ball on the fly. This feature had been adopted from the Football
Association's rules. The fair catch kick rule has survived through our
modern American game.

Princeton won the second game with home field advantage by a
score of 8-0. More teams began to play each other in 1870. Columbia


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fair_catch_kick
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Columbia_University
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was next to join the series and then by 1872 several other schools
began to field intercollegiate teams, including Yale and the Stevens
Institute of Technology.

Yale vs. Columbia



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stevens_Institute_of_Technology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stevens_Institute_of_Technology
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Chapter 6 Moving Closer Towards
American Football

Nothing happens overnight in American football

~
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Soon after the early football
., changes, in the late
> nineteenth and into the
~ early twentieth centuries,
~ more game-play type
~ developments were
. introduced by college
> coaches.

¢ The list is like a who's who

5 of early American College

> Football. Coaches, such as

7 Eddie Cochems, Amos

¢ Alonzo Stagg, Parke H.

¢, Davis, Knute Rockne, John

. Heisman, and Glenn "Pop"

' Warner helped introduce
and then take advantage of

EARLY FOOTBALL HEROES

N —

the newly introduced forward pass.

In later chapters, we will look at the enhancements attributed to these
football greats It was a great time to be involved in the early sport of
football for sure.

We have learned that American College football as well as
professional football, were introduced prior to the 20™ century. Pro
football remained ragtag until 1920 when the American Professional
Football Association (APFA) was formed. Fans were lured into
watching again and again once they saw the game played. How
could we not love American football?

American college football especially grew in popularity even after the
beginning of professional football. It became the dominant version of
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the sport of football in the United States. It was this way for the
entire first half of the 20th century. For many fans, it still is this way.
There are pro football fans who do not enjoy college football and vice
versa.

Bowl games made the idea of football even more exciting in the
college ranks. Rivalries grew and continued, and the fans loved it!
This great football tradition brought a national audience to college
football games that still dominates the sports world today.

Edgar Allan Eo§ — kidding!

In researching this section, I found that some players with some great
names played football in the early years. For example, Edgar Allan
Poe was an All-American for Princeton in 1889. Additionally, in
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1889, first-year players were permitted to wear numbers representing
their names in college football games.

This particular Edgar Allan Poe was eventually a great historical
figure. He served as Attorney General of the State of Maryland from
1911 to 1915. Born in Baltimore, Poe was named for his second
cousin, twice removed, the celebrated author & poet, Edgar Allan
Poe, who died in 1849.

What number is he?

Another interesting tidbit on the formation of football is that teams
played without uniform numbers. Nonetheless somehow the players
were identified. Just two years after Penn State, as well as Notre
Dame formed their teams and played their first official football games
in 1887, the first All-America team was named in 1889.

There is some scuttle about that as Walter Camp and some others
with mostly Eastern College roots were accused of picking players
from the big Eastern Colleges almost exclusively and so there were
few All Americans at Notre Dame or Penn State or Alabama in the
early years. Eventually, it all became fairer.

Seventeen years after the first all-American for example, W. T.
(Mother) Dunn was Penn State’s first All-American in (1906). He
was named by Walter Camp. He was both a linebacker and a center.
The next All-American for PSU was Bob Higgins, the long-time PSU
football coach who, as an End, gained the honor both in (1915 &
1919). The PSU football program has produced 88 consensus all-
Americans in total. Notre Dame has 90. Alabama has 68.

Notre Dame had two All-Americans in 1913—Knute Rockne, an
End, and Gus Dorais, a quarterback. By 1913; the forward pass was
legal and that is how ND was winning its games in this undefeated
season.

As touched on in this section, in 1889, numbers to identify individual
players, were permitted but not recommended. It took until 1915 that
they were recommended. But, it was not until 1937 that numerals
were required on both the front and back of game jerseys. In 1967
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this rule was further modified to require numbering according to
position, with offensive players typically ineligible to receive forward
passes assigned numbers in the 50-79 range.

Pro football came from American college football

There is no denying that the greatest college football players more
often than not eventually found their fortunes in professional
football. Non-NFL Pro football can be traced back to 1889, just a few
years after Penn State and Notre Dame rolled out their football
programs, and just before Alabama got in the game.

It was 1892 when William "Pudge" Heffelfinger signed a $500
contract to play for the Allegheny Athletic Association against the
Pittsburgh Athletic Club. There was no NFL back then. Players who
were so talented that they could play anywhere were able to make a
few bucks in early pro-football. But, there were no millionaires.

Twenty-eight years later, the American Professional Football
Association was formed. This league changed its name to the
National Football League (NFL) just two years later.

Eventually, the NFL became the major league of American football.
Originally, pro football was just an unaffiliated sport played in
midwestern industrial towns in the United States. Yet, because of the
tenacity of some owners ready to bet on the come, professional
football eventually became a national phenomenon.

FYT: "Betting on the Come" is derived from a gambling expression
(CRAPS) and means you don't have what you want or need, now at
the moment; but, you are betting or hoping you will have what you
want or need when the time comes.

We all know that pro football is the sport because from August to
February, in America, every year, many of us are glued to our TV
sets or chained to our seats in some of the most intriguing pro-
football stadiums in America—mostly on Sundays.


https://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=Betting%20on%20the%20Come
https://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=gambling
https://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=betting
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The end of football?

Football was never a game for the light of heart. You had to be tough
physically and tough mentally to compete. Way back in 1906, for
example, complaints were many about the violence in American
football. It got so bad that universities on the West Coast, led by
California and Stanford, replaced the sport with rugby union rules.
The moms and dads were not looking to have their “juniors” injured
for the sake of any sport.

At the time, the very future of American college football, a very
popular sport enjoyed by fans nationwide was in doubt. The schools
that eliminated football and replaced it with Rugby Union believed
football would be gone and Rugby Union would eventually be
adopted nationwide.

Soon other schools followed this travesty and made the switch.
Eventually, due to the perception that West Coast football was an
inferior game played by inferior men, when compared to the rough
and tumble East Coast, manhood prevailed in the West over the
inclination to make the game mild.

The many tough East Coast and Midwest teams had shrugged off the
loss of the few teams out West and they continued to play American
style football.

And, so the available pool of Rugby Union "football" teams to play
remained small. The Western colleges therefore had to schedule
games against local club teams and they reached out to Rugby Union
powers in Australia, New Zealand, and especially, due to its
proximity, Canada. America at the time was almost exclusively
playing American football.

American football OK without the west

The famous Stanford and California game continued as rugby. To
make it seem important, the winner was invited by the British
Columbia Rugby Union to a tournament in Vancouver over the
Christmas holidays. The winner of that tournament was rewarded
with the Cooper Keith Trophy. Nobody in the American football
America cared. Eventually the West Coast came back to American-
style football ala Walter Camp.
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Nonetheless the situation of injury and death in football persisted and
though there was a lot of pushback, it came to a head in 1905 when
there were 19 fatalities nationwide. Nobody, even football lovers,
wanted this.

President Theodore Roosevelt, a tough guy himself, is reported to
have threatened to shut down the game nationwide if drastic changes
were not made. Sports historians however, dispute that Roosevelt
ever intervened with any wielded power.

What is certified, however, is that on October 9, 1905, the President
held a meeting of football representatives from Harvard, Yale, and
Princeton. The topic was eliminating or at least reducing injuries and
the President, according to the record, never threatened to ban
football.

The fact is that Roosevelt lacked the authority to abolish football but
more importantly, he was a big fan and wanted the game to continue.
The little Roosevelts also loved the sport and were playing football at
the college and secondary levels at the time.

This was over 110 years ago, a century plus. That 1s why they say
football was an even more brutal sport then, than some believe it is
today. There are accounts of games that left dozens of dead on
college and prep school gridirons. Though I have the reference, I
cannot find any of the games in which such carnage may have
occurred.

Many in the country were asking for action from politicians. With
the very existence of the sport in jeopardy, President Theodore
Roosevelt, who actually loved the sport, entered the fray and urged
the schools noted above to institute some radical reforms that
according to observers at the time saved the sport and gave another
birth to the modern game of American football.

On the next page is a picture of a Teddy’s Nephew being carried off
the field after an injury in the “brutal game of football.”

There are those who went as far as calling the turn of the 20th
century America’s football gridirons killing fields. College games
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drew tens of thousands of spectators and had even more fan appeal
than professional baseball, the national pastime.

Baseball was a gentle sport compared to football. American football
in the early 1900s was lethally brutal. It was a grinding, bruising sport
that required major physical contact on each play. In 1905, the
forward pass was still illegal and, so it was sheer brute strength that
was required to move the ball.

Eventually, the technology of modern football uniforms and the
padding necessary helped the game to continue in its roughness
without its major toll on bodily parts.

One of the Roosevelt offspring cie;rriédwofrf- after injﬁring his ankle.

Some of the permissible winning plays have been outlawed for a long
time. For example, Huge players were once permitted to lock their
arms in mass formations. They would use their unprotected
helmetless heads as battering rams against other tough teams. Gang
tackles routinely buried ball carriers underneath a ton and a half of
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“tangled humanity.” It was good that some civility was injected into
the game even though it came from the President’s intervention.

Football players fought like gladiators

There was little in the way of protective equipment. Apparently,
nobody had ever thought of pads and helmets. Players would often
sustain gruesome injuries such as wrenched spinal cords, crushed
skulls and broken ribs that were sometimes so severe they pierced
their hearts. It did not go unnoticed.

The Chicago Tribune wrote a piece that in 1904 alone, the year
before Roosevelt’s involvement. there were 18 football deaths and
159 serious injuries, mostly among prep school players. It was sad.

A look at tangled humanity
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TR as a college undergraduate;‘ Th;)agre R(;oéeveﬁ é.olle.ction:.lﬁ"\:ard College Library
There were obituaries of young pigskin players on a near-weekly
basis during the football season. The carnage appalled America.
Everybody loved the sport but not the maimings. The Newspapers
did not take it easy on the game. Editorials called for the outright
banishment of college and high school football.

Football was often compared to the Roman Gladiators: “The once
athletic sport had degenerated into a contest that for brutality was
little better than the gladiatorial combats in the arena in ancient
Rome,” opined the Beaumont Express. The sport had reached such a
crisis that one of its biggest boosters—President Theodore
Roosevelt—got involved. Roosevelt wanted men to be as tough as
they could be but, not to die playing for fun.

Roosevelt’s glasses gave away his nearsightedness. But, as a youth in
college he did not wear them. This, however, was more than enough
to keep this tough man from making the Harvard varsity squad, Yet,
he was always a vocal exponent of football’s contribution to the
“strenuous life,” both on and off the field.

When “Teddy” was New York City police commissioner, he helped
bring back the old Harvard-Yale football series after it had been
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canceled for two years following the violent 1894 clash that was
labeled “the bloodbath at Hampden Park.”

He believed that the football field was more or less a proving ground
for the battlefield. This was validated by the performance of his
fellow Rough Riders who were mostly former football standouts. “In
life, as in a football game,” he wrote, “the principle to follow is: Hit
the line hard; don’t foul and don’t shirk, but hit the line hard!”

Teddy Roosevelt liked football

In 1903, the president told an audience, “I believe in rough games
and in rough, manly sports. I do not feel any particular sympathy for
the person who gets battered about a good deal so long as it is not
fatal.” Unfortunately, in 1904-1905, football injuries were too often
fatalities, and it was not improving.

Yes, even the President knew that football had become fatal, and he
acknowledged that it needed reform if it were to be saved. With his

son, Theodore Jr. who had begun to play for the Harvard freshman

team, he had a major league paternal interest in reforming the game
as well.

Roosevelt was the guy to negotiate with the foot-ballers for sure. He
was straight from having negotiated an end to the Russo-Japanese
War. He sought to end violence on the football field as well as the
battlefield. Using his “big stick,” the gentleman known as the “First
Fan” brought the necessary parties together—especially those from
the premier collegiate football powers of the day—Harvard, Yale and
Princeton—to the White House on October 9, 1905.

Roosevelt made no threats. But, he did urge them to curb excessive
violence and set an example of fair play for the rest of the country.
The schools responded with a heartfelt and effective press release
condemning brutality and pledging to keep the game clean.

Ironically, Roosevelt, in taking on the problem of football fatalities,
learned that real war may be even easier to gain peace than getting
this new American sport to clean up its act. Fatalities and injuries
continued and in fact increased during the 1905 season. In the
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freshman tilt against Yale, the president’s son was bruised and his
nose broken—some say quite deliberately. This would not do. Yet, it
continued

The following week, Harvard’s entire varsity were ready to leave the
field of play against Yale, after their captain was felled by an illegal
hit on a fair catch. His nose was broken and bloodied. Union College
halfback Harold Moore suffered a cerebral hemorrhage and died the
same afternoon after being kicked in the head while attempting to
tackle a New York University runner. Nobody really wanted the
game to have such consequences.
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THE TWELFTH PLAYER IN EVERY FOOTBALL GAME.

It was a grim and savage season and it finally ended. There was work
to be done. The Chicago Tribune saw the senseless deaths as a
“death harvest,” The football season had brought about 19 player
deaths and 137 serious injuries. Newspaper artists had a field day
creating “cartoons” of figures such as the Grim Reaper on a goalpost
surveying a twisted mass of fallen players. It was similar to the
cartoons on the prior page.

It was so tough that some tough schools such as Stanford and
California, as previously noted, switched to rugby while Columbia,
Northwestern and Duke dropped football all together. Harvard
president Charles Eliot, who considered football “more brutalizing
than prizefighting, cockfighting or bullfighting,” warned that Harvard
would be next. This would be a totally crushing blow to the college
game and the Harvard alum, President Roosevelt who worked every
day in the Oval Office.
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Helmet testing was quite animated in the early 1900’s
Roosevelt appreciated the need for men to play men sports and he
captured his views in a letter to a friend. He stated that he would not
permit the Harvard College president Elliott to “emasculate
football,” and that Roosevelt hoped to “minimize the danger”

without football having to be played “on too ladylike a basis.”

Roosevelt was a tough man and, so he again used his bully-pulpit. He
urged all parties from the Harvard coach to other leading football
authorities to quickly adopt radical rule changes. He invited other
school leaders and football aficionados to the White House in the
offseason for productive discussions.

Good rules made football even better

Many good rules were put forth at an intercollegiate conference,
which would become the forerunner of the NCAA. The “radical”
rules were approved for the 1906 season. They would have a very
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positive effect on the game and eventually would substantially reduce
injuries.

Looking at the lethality of the game in 1905, one might rightfully
conclude that without the 1906 conference, baseball may have
returned as the national past-time.

The rules of 1906 legalized the forward pass, abolished the dangerous
mass formations, created a neutral zone between offense and defense
and doubled the first-down distance to 10 yards, to be gained in three
downs, which eventually was increased to four downs.

The rule changes did not completely eliminate football’s dangers, but
fatalities declined substantially—to 11 per year in both 1906 and
1907. While injuries fell sharply, a spike in fatalities in 1909 led to
another round of reforms that further eased restrictions on the
forward pass and formed the foundation of the modern sport where
speed and athletic dexterity became as important as brute force.

So, the rule changes were good. There were other new rules such as
the notion of reducing the number of scrimmages plays to earn a first
down from four to three in an attempt to reduce injuries. The LA
Times reported an increase in punts in an experimental game and
thus considered the game much safer than regular play.

Football lovers did not accept many of the new rules because they felt
they were not "conducive to the sport." We know today, for example,
there are four downs for a first down. There was a period when rapid
rule changes interfered with coaching strategies as a favored play in
early season might be illegal before the season ended. This was an
unintended consequence of rule refinement.

Because nobody wanted players injured or killed in a game, on
December 28, 1905, to be sure the rules were put out for 1906, a
group representing 62 schools met without the President in New
York City to discuss the proposed major rule changes to make the
game safer. From this meeting, the Intercollegiate Athletic
Association of the United States, later named the National Collegiate
Athletic Association (NCAA), was formed.
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The forward pass is legalized

One particular rule change that was introduced in 1906 was devised
to open up the game and thus reduce injury, eventually gained favor
with the coaches, players, and fans. This new rule introduced the
legal forward pass. Though it was underutilized for years afterwards,
this proved to be one of the most important rule changes in the
establishment of the modern game. Those coaches, such as Eddie
Cochems, who adopted the pass early, had a major advantage in
winning games. In 1913, Knute Rockne (End) and Gus Dorais (QB)
practiced the forward pass helping Notre Dame win more games
than a normal brutal season would have gained them.

DATELINE 1906 — The FO(ward Passl

==

Because of these 1905-1906 reforms, mass formation plays in which
many players joined together became illegal when forward passes
became legal. Skill and athleticism instead of weightlifting ability
became the ingredients necessary for star football players.
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Chapter 7 Origin of the Oval-Shaped
Sports-Ball

The coming of the sports-ball!

One of my great curiosities in researching this book is who would
have ever thought of using an oval ball shaped like today’s modern
football? Secondly, why don’t we all know that answer?

To answer the question, I got some help from the people at
Inventors-Handbook as surely the oval football was a key invention
for the game of football.

Please note that the folks from the Inventor’s handbook have a
different interest than I, in pursuing this information. They use the
invention of the football as a reason why inventors should patent



52  Great Moments in New York Giants Football

their works while I was merely interested in learning who the
inventor was and how he came about inventing the football.

The invention of the football—the ball used in the popular team game
is not necessarily attributed to one inventor. But most historians
agree that one particular English shoe maker is more than likely
responsible for the way footballs looks today.

This description is not for the faint of heart, and in fact, there is a
death reported in this account.

Early footballs were essentially pig’s or other animals’ bladders
which were inflated by the power of human lungs (blowing hot air
into them). They were then tied and sealed, much like balloons
would be sealed — knotted at the end.

As a result, they were often plum, or pear shaped, and not round,
depending on the size of the individual animal’s bladder.

Before the invention of football as we know it, balls were often prone
to exploding while in use. This led to shoemakers selling leather cases
to protect the inflated bladders. Shoes and boots makers used leather
on a daily basis and were the most appropriate people to be able to
sew the ball’s leather cases around the bladder.

You may ask why rubber was not used instead of animal bladders. It
took a while to be able to work rubber into all the uses we have
today. Rubber was invented in 1839 by Charles Goodyear. He
accidentally dropped Sulphur and white latex from a rubber tree onto
a hot stove. This resulted in the formation of a dark elastic substance
which came to be called vulcanized rubber, and the rest is history but
not yet for football.

Until the 1860’s, football, soccer and rugby were all played with a
plum or pear-shaped ball made of leather, encasing an inflated
animal bladder.

In Europe, the first proper football invention is attributed to two
shoemakers: Richard Lindon and William Gilbert who invented
round and oval shaped balls. Lindon is credited for inventing the
rubber inflatable bladder.
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In 1849, at the age of 33, Lindon, who worked just in front of the
rugby school in Rugby England, was constantly asked to create
footballs for the school’s boys.

As a shoemaker, he was regularly receiving leather supplies for
making shoes and, so he used some of this supply to also create balls
for the boys’ teams by covering the pig’s bladders with leather.

Both Lindon and his wife worked at the craft and prepared the balls
when requested. Because she was not a craft shoemaker and yet
wanted to help with the many orders, Lindon’s wife took on the
additional responsibility of inflating the bladders by blowing air into
them.

This was not as simple and innocuous as it sounds. In many ways, it
was downright dangerous as many bladders were infected, having
originated from diseased pigs.

It was around 1862 that Lindon had begun looking for an alternative
to inflated pig’s bladders that would be safer than the current
practice. For his wife, those efforts came way too late. She eventually
died by falling ill from inflating too many infected pigs’ bladders.

Lindon invented an inflatable inner tube made of natural rubber,
instead of the existing animal bladders. Because of the newly
understood pliability of rubber, the shape of the football was able to
be molded to the shape of a perfect round sphere.

His first prototype was made from such a rubber inflated tube
covered with 7 strips of leather, stitched at the end with “bottoms” on
both sides. The ball was almost spherical. This design gained
popularity and became the one he used for all of the “footballs” that
he sold.
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Since he found inflating the rubber that he used too hard to do by
hand, Lindon also invented a brass pump, inspired by a simple ear
syringe. This could be used to inflate his footballs without the need to
blow them up with one’s mouth. Thus, he is also credited not only
for the invention of the football but also for the invention of the air
pump. Until his death, Lindon had never patented the bladder, ball
or air pump, which he invented. Yet, these were key inventions for
football. The moral of the story for the invention people is that he
could have made a ton of money, which could have been passed on
to his family on his death if he had only patented his invention.

The shape of the football

On October 5, in 2012, Jimmy Stamp of Smithsonian Magazine
wrote an expose on how the “pigskin” for modern football got its
shape. “How Did the Pigskin Get Its Shape?”
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Stamp put forth that even though American football may have
evolved from soccer and rugby, the football was never truly
designed—it just sorta happened.

Like the shoemaker’s invention, Stamp also points out that the
“pigskin” is not made of pig skin or pig’s bladders but is, in fact,
made from cowhide, aka leather, and not the tanned skin of a pig.

He cites that the shape 1s mysterious, but we know it is because of the
inexact shape of the original pig’s bladder. He asks, “If the sport
evolved from soccer and rugby, how and when did the football gain
its distinct shape — technically known as a prolate spheroid?” Stamp
answers:

“Well, it turns out that the football was never truly designed, it just
sorta happened.” This fact comes from one Henry Dulffield, a man


http://www.straightdope.com/columns/read/829/why-is-a-football-called-a-pigskin
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who happened to be a spectator at the Princeton and Rutgers
American Football Game in 1869, which as we know is considered
the first intercollegiate game ever:

“The ball was not an oval but was supposed to be completely round.
It never was, though — it was too hard to blow up right. The game
was stopped several times that day while the teams called for a little
key from the sidelines. They used it to unlock the small nozzle which
was tucked into the ball, and then, the players took turns blowing it
up. The last man generally got tired and they put it back in play
somewhat lopsided.”

This would surely indicate that the football that bounces erratically
all over a field and can fly through the air in a perfect spiral is not, in
fact, the product of a grand design. According to Stamp, it is simply
the result of a leaky sphere and some lazy inflators.

Rugby balls had been constructed long before this game but for some
time, the round ball dominated the scene in soccer style / association
football. The rugby balls were always in the shoemakers’ shops for
repair because of their pointy ends.

In 1879, Thomas Sherrin, from Australia took the point off the ends
of the rugby balls and made his own design. His nephew noted that
“He made a ball and created the ball that had less pointy ends. It was
still able to bounce unpredictably but it was a little more consistent in
its movement.” Sherrin also made leather punching bags.

Stamp wraps up his Smithsonian article with an interesting summary:

“Initially, football was a very different game — or perhaps I should
say games. There were kicking games and running games, but as
those two games began to merge together, as rules began to
standardize, the ball began to slightly stretch out in order to
accommodate more types of use. The unique shape of the ball was
somewhat formalized in the early 20th century and that form was
exploited to great success when the forward pass was introduced to
football in 1906.”
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Awarded Prize Medal and First Order of Merit, Adelaide International Exhibition
1851; awarded First Order of Merit, Mclbourne Industrial Exhibition, 1878-80;

Diploma "of Merit, Centeppial Exhibition, 1888-89.
(Under the patronage of the Victorian Government)

DICK LEE

Champion Goal Kicker of the
Victorian Football |Lea:ue,
seasons 1907-8-9, 159 Géals, per-
formed with T. W, Sherrin's
Kangaroo Brand Footballs,
with the assistance of a shield
scientifically cut by Sherrin
for Lee's injured shin, without
which he ‘would have been
‘I;D:ble to complete season

Sherrin’s Patent Punching
Balls and Boxing Globes, 0s,
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Jack Johnson, Chashpion of
the World, sav they /vee! ol}
others he has ever used, both
in England and Amer ca.
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AUSTRALASIAN FOOTBALL COUNCIL

17 Mr. T. W. Sherrin. Melbourne, 17th February, 1909
Dear Sir,—During the contests, held|in celebration of the Jubilee of the game, =
at the Melbourne Cricket Ground in August last, in which teams from New Zealand,
New South Wales, Queensland, South Australia, Tasmania, Victoria and West Aus-
tralia competed, the only footballs used re those of your t_nanuflct_ure. I heard
nothing but praise of the excellence of your workmanship, and it must give you much
satisfaction to know that your goods command everywhere the highest reputation.—
Yours faithfully, (Signed), E. L. WILSON, Secretary,

Bt e at all the Leading Sporting Goods
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Chapter 8 The Birth of Play with Pay

ALL AMERICAN

“PUDGE” HEFFELFINGER Guard 'LHYJID )

When you look at the records of the college teams in the early years
of their sports programs, you find the college football teams did not
always play other college teams. Sometimes they played associations
such as the Frankford Athletic Association, a precursor of the
Philadelphia Eagles, and sometimes, they played high school
powerhouses and they did not always win those games. Football was
no different in its growth as a respected sport than other sports.

It was very popular with the many athletic clubs that proliferated in
the late 19th century. Just like high school teams and prep schools
and junior colleges, full four-year colleges often played athletic clubs
from their area to get a good football game on a Saturday afternoon.
When the pros fired up, Sunday was the only day of the weekend
that was available.

These clubs were formed to compete against one another, but they
had no problem saying yes to play Notre Dame or Penn State, or
Alabama or any great college team of the day. Soon, the pro players
were making real money.
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The first documented professional football player was Pudge
Heffelfinger. He broke the bank on November 12, 1892, when he
received $500 for just one game with the Allegheny Athletic
Association. There were no easy ways to record information other
than pencil and paper back then, so a lot of stories and their history
did not make the newspapers and, so they are lost forever. The Pudge
Heffelfinger story is the exception.

It is a safe bet that many other athletes played for money but
managed to keep their earnings a deep secret. In 1893, the Pittsburgh
Athletic Club signed one of its players to a contract to play for the
entire season. By 1896, several of the clubs from the Pittsburgh area
were openly professional.

For years after college football took off, there were attempts by
graduates and coaches and others to create leagues with rules and
better opportunities for players and fans. The first documented
attempt came in 1902 with a Pennsylvania league known as the
National Football League (NFL) with no relationship to the modern-
day league. A lot of the action in these endeavors came about in
Pennsylvania and then later, Ohio.

John Rogers, who owned the Philadelphia Phillies baseball team,
founded a football team called the Phillies in 1901. This prompted
another man with some extra change in his pocket, Ben Shibe, who
owned the Philadelphia Athletics to create another new team in
1902. The baseball rivals tried to get other teams to join with them to
compete for a self-proclaimed “football world championship.” Great
1deas, however, are easier to conceive than to implement.

There was just one taker, a promoter in Pittsburgh. Out of nowhere,
the National Football League was conceived, and it got a bump start.
It was also a bumpy start. The three teams enjoyed being THE
National Football League and they went ahead and played each
other in a round-robin tournament.

The beauty of a “league” without rules is that each team, though
each finished with a 2-2 record, could claim the national
championship. Who could cast aspersions on three teams with equal
records?
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I surely do not want to make light of this effort as many of the best
football players of the day participated in this league, as did three
well-known baseball Hall of Famers who happened to love the
emerging sport of football. Christy Mathewson, ace pitcher for the
New York Giants played halfback and punter for the Pittsburgh
Stars. Connie Mack, manager of the Athletics baseball team also
managed the Athletics football team, and Rube Waddell one of the
best left-handed pitchers in history, was a reserve lineman for Mack’s
squad.

Waddell put his weight in each pitch and it was enough weight for
him to change sports at will, and block for the backs in this pro-
league or tackle as many opponents’ backs as may have made the
mistake of running his way.

Think about how exciting those days had to be. There was no real
NCAA and there was no real NFL to tell the players or the
organizers that they needed to behave one way or another. Nobody
said they had to wear stuff under their eyes during games or that they
could not have a beer after practice. There was no bureaucracy with
which to deal.

Nothing good happens overnight. Nothing worth having in life is
easy. And, so players and investors with a lot of chutzpah chose to
face the difficulties and they took up the challenges of making
football, which was beginning to be very successful in American
colleges, into a professional sport. Players, other than twenty-year old
college kids could compete and could earn a few dollars on Sunday
after they passed the hat.

The “NFL” three teams played a yearly football tournament in New
York in 1902 and 1903. It was dubbed the “World Series of
Football.” With less than 2000 tickets sold for each game, there
wasn’t much evidence that there was much money to be made by
running a football team. But, somehow Baseball teams were making
it; but then again, baseball teams played a lot more games.

Baseball teams played games every day for six months, and that
produced enough revenues that teams could afford to travel from
New York to Chicago, Boston to Cincinnati, or St. Louis to
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Philadelphia. The pageantry of college football drew fans in droves,
and it wasn’t unusual for crowds of 60,000 to see a matchup between
rival schools when they could book a big stadium. That helped
colleges pay to build their own stadiums and eventually pay coaches
handsomely.

It was tough to do when everybody had to reach into their pockets in
order to be able to put something into their pockets from pro-football.
The pro game did not draw the numbers of college games with ardent
fans. It was just a passing interest, so teams were forced to minimize
costs in whatever ways they could.

There was no concentration on player safety in the early days so that
cost nothing. The best way to reduce expenses was to limit team
travel. Consequently, big entrepreneurs, who knew how to make a
buck, were not stepping quickly into unorganized pro-football so they
could make a killing. There was no killing to be made.

There was not much of an incentive for a nation-wide league of
professional football teams in the 1910s. It made more sense to stay
closer to home, with teams sponsored by local businessmen, whose
chief interest was promoting their company. If local businesses were
not gaining sales, they too would have abandoned pro-football in its
infancy, in a heartbeat.

Over the next few years, the center focus of pro football moved from
Pennsylvania to central Ohio. By 1905 there were at least seven pro
teams playing in Ohio. They had great names such as the Massillon
Tigers and the Canton Bulldogs. There was no really organized
league, so these were independent teams. They had to fend for
themselves. Though some were more successful than others, they all
faced the same challenges.

Pro football needed to be profitable

Prior to television and the phone technology revolution. fans looked
upon football as a great form of entertainment, even better, say some,
than movie theatres. World War I soured a lot of people on life and
everybody in the second decade of the twentieth century needed a
pick-me-up. Football and the movies often lifted their spirits.
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Nonetheless, it was tough for pro football teams to generate revenues
without really good players. Since such players cost pro-teams big
money, it became tougher for small football enterprises to make ends
meet. Besides player raiding, steadily rising salaries made it difficult
for many teams who wanted to win games and not be also-rans, to
continue operating.

Finding and signing players was tough enough; but keeping them
was even tougher. There were no rules for players having to stay
with a team and their major opponents would often snatch players by
offering bigger paydays. The poorly financed teams just as today did
poorly in the standings.

There were also issues with what were known as “ringers.” Knute
Rockne was a ringer in his day. There were lots of other college
athletes who either coached or played while still enrolled in school.
The pros were offering them comparatively big bucks to move out
and join them. Certain teams with lots of cash were “stockpiling”
college stars to make sure their teams won. If your team could not
afford the going rate, your team’s talent level was at a major
disadvantage.

Cooperation of the teams without a formal league framework could
have resolved most of these issues in the twenty-years from 1900 to
1920 but it did not happen. The teams were more concerned about
winning than cooperating.
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Former college players and coaches wanted to
keep playing football

There were no million-dollar players in the professional football
ranks at the beginning of the twentieth century, but there were a lot
of players and coaches who wanted to play football. They hoped to
get paid one day to play their favorite sport. Just like there are social
clubs, dart clubs, shuffleboard clubs, rod and gun clubs, and a host of
other clubs, before the NFL pro football league about which we
know today, there were a lot of athletic clubs that focused on football
as their only sports as it was evolving into American football.

The current NFL compiled a brief snapshot of what was going on in
these early football days from 1900 to 1909 and then the Football
Hall of Fame continued their work from 1910 to 2012. It is a nice
work effort and I hope the Hall of Fame picks it up again and keeps it
current. Many like you and I have a keen interest in the origins of
today’s NFL.

We thank these groups mentioned above briefly for putting together
this very brief compendium presented below. It takes us through the
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early pro football period right up until the formation of a league that
lasted, and was called the NFL. And, so the rest of this chapter is
courtesy of the NFL and the Pro football Hall of Fame:

1900

William C. Temple took over the team payments for the
Pennsylvania Duquesne Country and Athletic Club, becoming the
first known individual club owner. The NFL was in the minds of
entrepreneurs such as Temple, who understood the draw that
American professional football would have for fans.

1902

Baseball's Philadelphia Athletics, managed by Connie Mack, and the
Philadelphia Phillies formed professional football teams. They joined
the Pittsburgh Stars in the first attempt at a pro football league that
had the same moniker as today’s National Football League. The
Athletics won the first night football game ever played, 39-0 over
Kanaweola AC at Elmira, New York, November 21. They were
exciting times but nobody knew whether teams or leagues would last
financially from one weekend to the next.

There were no authorities so if the press believed it like in today’s
political roundup, the people got to read it as fact. All three teams
claimed the pro championship for 1902, but the league president,
Dave Berry, named the Stars the champions. Pitcher Rube Waddell
was with the Athletics, and pitcher Christy Mathewson a fullback for
Pittsburgh.

The first World Series of pro football, a tournament like the
basketballers always held, was a five-team bout played among a team
made up of players from both the Athletics and the Phillies, but
simply named New York; the New York Knickerbockers; the
Syracuse AC; the Warlow AC; and the Orange (New Jersey) AC at
New York's original Madison Square Garden. New York and
Syracuse played the first indoor football game before 3,000,
December 28. Syracuse, with Glen (Pop) Warner at guard, won 6-0
and went on to win the tournament. Nobody had any idea what
football would grow up to be..
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1903

The Franklin (Pa.) Athletic Club won the second and last World
Series of pro football over the Oreos AC of Asbury Park, New Jersey;
the Watertown Red and Blacks; and the Orange AC. Pro football at
the national level had not yet arrived but it was played well in Ohio
when the Massillon Tigers, a strong amateur team, hired four
Pittsburgh pros to play in the season-ending game against Akron. At
the same time, pro football interest declined in the Pittsburgh area,
and the emphasis on the pro game moved west from Pennsylvania to
Ohio.

1904

As American football evolved the rules made it easier to play the
game as tough as it was. In 1904, a field goal was changed from five
points to four. Ohio had at least seven pro teams. By and large to
play American Football and play it well, you were an Ohio Team.

Massillon won the Ohio Independent Championship, that is, the pro
title. Talk surfaced about forming an Ohio-state-wide league to end
spiraling salaries brought about by constant bidding for players and
to write universal rules for the game. The feeble attempt to start the
league failed. Halfback Charles Follis signed a contract with the
Shelby (Ohio) AC, making him the first known black pro football
player. There was more racism in the history books than there was in
reality at the time.

1905

The Canton AC, later to become known as the Bulldogs, became a
professional team. Massillon again won the Ohio League
championship.

1906

The forward pass was legalized. The first authenticated pass
completion in a pro game came on October 27, when George (Peggy)
Parratt of Massillon threw a completion to Dan (Bullet) Riley in a
victory over a combined Benwood-Moundsville team. Arch-rivals
Canton and Massillon, the two best pro teams in America, played
twice, with Canton winning the first game but Massillon winning the
second and the Ohio League championship.
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A betting scandal and the financial disaster wrought upon the two
clubs by paying huge salaries caused a temporary decline in interest
in pro football in the two cities and, somewhat, throughout Ohio.

1909
More rules changes: A field goal dropped from four points to three.

'(a

1909 New York was known more for Bowling Lanes than Football Fields

But with the popularity of football increasing, that too would
change.

1912

A touchdown was increased from five points to six. Jack Cusack
revived a strong pro team in Canton, Ohio. Ohio took the game very
seriously.

1913

Jim Thorpe, a former football and track star at the Carlisle Indian
School (Pa.) and a double gold medal winner at the 1912
Olympics in Stockholm, played for the Pine Village Pros in
Indiana. Thorpe is buried now in the former Mauch Chunk city in
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Pennsylvania. Once Thorpe’s bones were interred in the former

Mauch Chunk, the official town changed its name to Jim Thorpe.

I have been at the memorial and I have prayed over Thorpe’s

Bones with my brother Joe, Sister Mary, Sister Nancy and

beautiful wife Pat. Thorpe as one heck of an American athlete.
To repeat, he was quite an American athlete.

1915

Massillon again fielded a major team, reviving the old rivalry with
Canton. Long before he passed, Cusack signed Jim Thorpe to play
for Canton for $250 a game.

1916

With Thorpe and former Carlisle teammate Pete Calac starring,
Canton went 9-0-1, won the Ohio League championship, and was
acclaimed the pro football champion.

1917

Despite an upset by Massillon, Canton again won the Ohio League
championship.

1919

Canton again won the Ohio League championship, despite the team
having been turned over from Cusack to Ralph Hay. Thorpe and
Calac were joined in the backfield by Joe Guyon.

Earl (Curly) Lambeau and George Calhoun organized the Green Bay
Packers. Lambeau's employer at the Indian Packing Company
provided $500 for equipment and allowed the team to use the
company field for practices. The Packers went 10-1.

1920

Pro football was in a state of confusion due to three major problems:
dramatically rising salaries; players continually jumping from one
team to another following the highest offer; and the use of college
players still enrolled in school. A league in which all the members
would follow the same rules seemed like it would be the answer.

An organizational meeting, at which the Akron Pros, Canton
Bulldogs, Cleveland Indians, and Dayton Triangles were represented,
was held at the Jordan and Hupmobile auto showroom in Canton,
Ohio,
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Unlike many formative meetings for many sports, back close to the
beginning of the 20™ Century, New York business persons did not
play a major role because New York was into other things.

The meeting was conducted on August 20, 1920. There were just
seven men in attendance—including legendary all-around athlete and
football star Jim Thorpe. They all met with the purpose as noted
above of organizing a professional football league. It was this
meeting that led to the creation of the American Professional
Football Conference (APFC), the forerunner to the hugely successful
National Football League that we know today as THE NFL.

The APFA began play on September 26, with the Rock Island
Independents of Illinois defeating a team from outside the league, the
St. Paul Ideals, 48-0. A week later, Dayton, another Ohio team, beat
Columbus 14-0 in the first game between two teams from the APFA,
which I must add was the forerunner of the modern NFL.

The teams were from four states-Akron, Canton, Cleveland, and
Dayton from Ohio; the Hammond Pros and Muncie Flyers from
Indiana; the Rochester Jeffersons from New York; and the Rock
Island Independents, Decatur Staleys, and Racine Cardinals from
Illinois. It just happened that way.

Hoping to capitalize on his fame, the members elected Thorpe
president and then Stanley Cofall of Cleveland as vice president. A
membership fee of $100 per team was charged to give an appearance
of respectability, but no team ever paid it. Teams were not well-
endowed. Scheduling was left up to the teams, and there were wide
variations, both in the overall number of games played, and in the
number played against APFA member teams. There were no
archived original rules to be accessed.

Four other teams—the Buffalo All-Americans, Chicago Tigers,
Columbus Panhandles, and Detroit Heralds-joined the league
sometime during the year. As noted, on September 26, the first game
featuring an APFA team was played at Rock Island's Douglas Park.
A crowd of 800 watched the Independents defeat the St. Paul Ideals
48-0.
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A week later, October 3, the first game matching two APFA teams
was held. At Triangle Park, Dayton defeated Columbus 14-0, with
Lou Partlow of Dayton scoring the first touchdown in a game
between Association teams. The same day, Rock Island defeated
Muncie 45-0.

By the beginning of December, most of the teams in the APFA had
abandoned their hopes for a championship, and some of them,
including the Chicago Tigers and the Detroit Heralds, had finished
their seasons, disbanded, and had their franchises canceled by the
Association.

Four teams-Akron, Buffalo, Canton, and Decatur-still had
championship aspirations, but a series of late-season games among
them left Akron as the only undefeated team in the Association. At
one of these games, Akron sold tackle Bob Nash to Buffalo for $300
and five percent of the gate receipts. It was the first APFA player
deal. The word “professional” was being defined by the future teams
of the NFL.

APFA would have a clear champion.

The Association's membership increased to 22 teams, including the
Green Bay Packers, who were awarded to John Clair of the Acme
Packing Company.

Thorpe moved from Canton to the Cleveland Indians, but he was
hurt early in the season and played very little.

A.E. Staley turned the Decatur Staleys over to player-coach George
Halas. He moved the team to Cubs Park in Chicago. Staley paid
Halas $5,000 to keep the name Staleys for one more year. Halas
made halfback Ed (Dutch) Sternaman his partner.

Player-coach Fritz Pollard of the Akron Pros became the first black
head coach.

The Staleys claimed the APFA championship with a 9-1-1 record, as
did Buffalo at 9-1-2. Carr ruled in favor of the Staleys, giving Halas
his first championship.
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1921

In the league meeting in Akron, April 30, the championship in 1921
for the 1920 season was awarded to the Akron Pros. The APFA was
reorganized, with Joe Carr of the Columbus Panhandles named
president and Carl Storck of Dayton secretary-treasurer. Since
football was all about Ohio back when the NF was formed, Carr
moved the Association's Headquarters to Columbus. He then drafted
a league constitution and by-laws, gave teams territorial rights,
restricted player movements, developed membership criteria for the
franchises, and issued standings for the first time.

1922

After admitting the use of players who had college eligibility
remaining during the 1921 season, Clair and the Green Bay
management withdrew from the APFA, January 28. Curly Lambeau
promised to obey league rules and then used $50 of his own money to
buy back the franchise. Bad weather and low attendance plagued the
Packers, and Lambeau went broke, but local merchants arranged a
$2,500 loan for the club. A public nonprofit corporation was set up to
operate the team, with Lambeau as head coach and manager.

The American Professional Football Association changed its name to
the National Football League on June 24 in 1922. The Chicago
Staleys became the Chicago Bears.

The new NFL fielded 18 teams, including the new Oorang Indians of
Marion, Ohio, an all-Indian team featuring Thorpe, Joe Guyon, and
Pete Calac. They were sponsored by the Oorang dog kennels.

Canton was led by player-coach Guy Chamberlin and tackles Link
Lyman and Wilbur (Pete) Henry. This great team emerged as the
league's first true powerhouse, going 10-0-2.

Our sincere Thank You to the NFL and to the Football Hall of Fame
for the facts presented above about the formation of the NFL.
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Chapter 10 NFL’s Fast Start from 1920
Set the Stage for Today

_‘ 1920 American Professional Football
Association (1920 - 1922)
Consisting of 12 Teams:
Canton Bulldogs Dayton Triangles
Cleveland Indians Akron Professionals
Rochester Jeffersons Rock Island Independents

Massillon Tigers Muncie Flyers
Decatur Staleys Racine Cardinals
Hammond Pros Buffalo All-Americans
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NFL growth: One thing right after another

The Giants joined the NFL in 1925 and then played its first pro
season. It did not compete with the teams above in the APFA.
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Americans, and in fact the whole world sports community, know that
the National Football League today is a multi-billion-dollar
enterprise. Few know the early history provided by the NFL et al in
Chapter 8. We just learned that its origins as the American
Professional Football Association were much humbler than today’s
millionaire players and billionaire players and luxury-box stadiums
with some capacities of over 100,000 fans.

Pro-football lovers look back at the league’s inaugural 1920
campaign, which we know featured its birth in an Ohio auto
dealership. They see strange team names such as Decatur and
Muncie and the crowning of a champion that was not immediate as
today in the middle of the Super Bowl Field. Instead, it took four
months after the last snap was taken to get it right—back in 1921.

As promising as the pro-football scenario was in 1920, even though
things looked good for the future of the pro sport, just like today,
College Football dominated. Pro football remained completely
overshadowed by the college game. This was tough for team owners,
as we discussed. Most were in it for the profits and there were few to
none in the early goings.

The owners were almost literally bleeding cash because of soaring
player salaries and intense bidding wars as they poached players from
other squads. The owners of these independent pro teams desired a
strong league using the baseball model which had worked for so long.
They wanted to gain more control over the sport—and their finances.
A fully functional NFL was right around the corner and it would
eventually provide this stability.
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Criangle Foothball Team.: 1020

As we learn in exploring the early days of American football,
everything was changing to comply with Walter Camp’s rules and
others—even the field size. Yes, even the field size in early American
football was changing regularly but by 1920, the size had stabilized.
The gridiron dimensions were the same in 1920 as they are today.
However, the game of professional football was much different. Back
then, there were no Johnny Unitas’s, Charley Conerly’s, Norm Van
Brocklin’s, Bart Starr’s, Joe Namath’s, Tom Brady’s. Carson
Wentz’s, or Nick Foles’s.

The Quarterback slot on the offense was often a running position.
Forward passes were rare. Even things we take for granted today
were prohibited. Can you imagine that coaching from the sidelines
was not permitted?
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When the forward pass was legalized in 1906, it still was not like
today. It was not readily accepted by “real teams.” Established
college coaches in the elite Eastern schools like Army, Harvard,
Pennsylvania and Yale did not embrace the pass. It was also a
gamble. You had to be pretty darn good to not lose more than the
potential gain.

Here are some of the stipulations. Passes could not be thrown over
the line on five yards to either side of the center. An incomplete pass
resulted in a 15-yard penalty, and a pass that was dropped without
being touched meant possession went to the defensive team.
According to Kent Stephens, a historian with the College Hall of
Fame in South Bend, “Because of these rules and the fact coaches at
that time thought the forward pass was a sissified type of play that
wasn’t really football, they were hesitant to adopt this new strategy.”

Each athlete played on both offense and defense. The late great
Chuck Bednarik of the Eagles was the last consistent two-way player
in the NFL, Bednarik played center and linebacker for a franchise-
record 14 seasons with the Eagles from 1949 to 1962. In 1920, just
about every player competed on both offense and defense. Money
was so tight that the great coach of the Bears, George Halas carried
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equipment, wrote press releases, sold tickets, taped ankles, played
and coached for the Decatur club. Having two platoons would cost
twice as much.

Today the league has a standard 16-game schedule, all nice and tidy
and made up by the NFL itself. Back then, in 1920, the teams
scheduled their own opponents and could play nonleague and even
college squads if they chose and it all counted toward their records.

There simply were no established guidelines. Everything was ad
hoc—the number of games played, and the quality of opponents
scheduled. The league did not even maintain official standings in its
fledgling years.

By 1925, it looked like the NFL was going to make it. Late in the
season, it pulled off its greatest coup in gaining national attention.
The University of Illinois season ended in November, and that made
All-America halfback Harold (Red) Grange eligible conflict-free to do
as he wanted with his life.

Grange signed a contract to play with the Chicago Bears. On
Thanksgiving Day, a crowd of 36,000, which was the largest in pro
football history at the time watched Grange and the Bears play the
Chicago Cardinals to a scoreless tie at Wrigley Field. At the
beginning of December, the Bears hit the jackpot when they went out
on the road playing all around the country in 12 days.

They actually played eight games in 12 days, in St. Louis,
Philadelphia, New York City, Washington, Boston, Pittsburgh,
Detroit, and Chicago. A crowd of 73,000 watched the game against
the Giants at the Polo Grounds.

This helped assure the future success of the troubled NFL franchise
in New York. The Bears then played nine more games in the South
and West, including a game in Los Angeles, in which 75,000 fans
watched them defeat the Los Angeles Tigers in the Los Angeles
Memorial Coliseum. Owners, players, and coaches were ready to do
anything to make sure the new league was a success.

In 1930, the league had changed its whole complexion, literally.
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Dayton was one of the NFL'’s original franchises. In 1930, it became
the last of the NFL's original franchises when it was purchased by
William B. Dwyer and John C. Depler, and the whole team was
moved to Brooklyn, and renamed the Dodgers. They were a football
team, nonetheless even with the Dodgers name. The Portsmouth,
Ohio Spartans also entered the league at the same time. Things were
changing rapidly

Other things were happening such as the Packers edged the Giants
for the title, but the most improved team was the Bears. George
Halas retired as a player and replaced himself as coach of the Bears
with Ralph Jones. Jones refined the T-formation by introducing wide
ends and a halfback in motion. He also brought in rookie All-
Anmerica fullback-tackle, the great Bronko Nagurski.

Anybody would still play anybody. The Giants whooped a team of
former Notre Dame players coached by Knute Rockne 22-0 in a
successful match before 55,000 at the Polo Grounds on December 14.
This was a charity game as the proceeds went to the New York
Unemployment Fund to help those suffering because of the Great
Depression. The easy victory helped the NFL’s credibility with the
press and the public. Everybody likes an act of kindness.

Carl Storck takes over the NFL as 2nd
commissioner

In 1939, as the league was moving closer to 20 years in operation,
Joseph Carr, who had been NFL president since 1921, died in
Columbus on May 20. Carl Storck was named acting president of the
NFL on May 25. Technology was about to help the NFL. The first
televised NFL game saw NBC broadcast the Brooklyn Dodgers v
Philadelphia Eagles game from Ebbets Field to the approximately
1,000 TV sets that were known to be in the New York Area.

Championships were beginning to be a big thing in pro-football as
Green Bay defeated New York 27-0 in the NFL Championship
Game, December 10 at Milwaukee. This was the first year that NFL
attendance exceeded 1 million in a season, reaching 1,071,200.
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Pro Bowl gave football an All-Star Game

In 1939, The New York Giants defeated the Pro All-Stars 13-10 in
the first Pro Bowl. It was played in Chicago at Wrigley Field on
January 15. The NFL also decided to change the format of the field,
but not the dimensions. Each field would need just a paint job. The
inbounds lines or hashmarks were moved from 15 yards away from
the sidelines to nearer the center of the field-20 yards from the
sidelines.

Funny things were happening that were unexpected. For example,
Brooklyn and Boston merged into a team that played home games in
both cities and was known simply as The Yanks. Additionally,
George Halas rejoined the Bears late in the season after service time
with the U.S. Navy during World War II. He took over much of the
coaching duties, but he kept the prior coaches throughout the season.
Steve Van Buren of the Philadelphia Eagles led the NFL in rushing,
kickoff returns, and scoring.

Rookie quarterback Bob Waterfield led Cleveland to a 15-14 victory
over Washington in the NFL. Championship Game,

At the end of World War II, after the Japanese surrender, 638 players
had served in the Armed forces and 21 of them had died in action.

After the 1942 Pro-Bowl game, during the war period, the “all-star”
game was not played again until 1951. This classic contest was
revived. On January 14, the American Conference defeated the
National Conference in a nail-biter 28-27.

More rules were passed including some we might think were in the
rulebook forever. For example, no tackle, guard, or center would be
eligible to catch a forward pass.

The 1951 NFL Championship Game was televised coast-to-coast for
the first time The Rams defeated the Browns 24-17.

Ted Collins sold the New York Yanks' franchise back to the NFL in
1952 and a new franchise was awarded to a group in Dallas after it
purchased the assets of the Yanks on January 24. The new Texans
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went 1-11. This of course was not too good for the new owners. At
the end of the season the franchise was canceled. It was the last time
than an NFL team would fail.

The Pittsburgh Steelers abandoned the Single-Wing for the T-
formation, the last pro team to do so. The Detroit Lions won their
first NFL championship in 17 years in 1952 defeating the Browns 17-
7 in the title game, played before New Year’s on December 28.

In 1953 the Old Yanks came back to life again as a Baltimore group
headed by Carroll Rosenbloom got the franchise and the holdings of
the defunct Dallas organization. The new team became The
Baltimore Colts. It was the product of the largest trade in league
history, acquiring 10 players from Cleveland in exchange for five. In
a cosmetic name change, American and National conferences were
changed to the Eastern and Western conferences.

Another major happening was that the immortal great Jim Thorpe
died on March 28. Mauch Chunk, Pennsylvania agreed to terms with
Thorpe’s widow to build a memorial and change the Town’s name to
Jim Thorpe. Thorpe’s bones are buried in this beautiful memorial,
which I visit every year on my annual visit to this wonderful town
where Sean Connery and Richard Harris tipped a few in the filming
of the Molly Maguires.

In 1956, the NFL Players Association was founded to give players a
bigger voice in what was going on in the NFL. In 1959, the immortal
Vince Lombardi was named coach of the Green Bay Packers and
Tim Mara of New York Giants fame passed away.

The NFL was so successful, it spawned the AFL

The American Football League (AFL) was formed as a major
professional American football league in 1960 and it was very
successful. It was a lot of fun watching all the new teams in action.
The teams included the Dallas Cowboys, Houston Oilers, New York
Jets, Kansas City Chiefs, Boston Patriots, and even John Madden’s
Oakland Raiders. It operated for ten seasons from 1960 until 1969.
Then, it merged with the older National Football League (NFL), that
had been established in the 1920-1922 period.
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The first AFL-NFL World Championship Game in professional
American football was dubbed retroactively as Super Bowl 1. it had
been referred to in some contemporaneous reports, including the
game's radio broadcast, as the Super Bowl. The name stuck. It was
played after the 1966 season on January 15 at Los Angeles Memorial
Coliseum. In this game, NFL Green Bay Packers defeated the AFL
champion Kansas City Chiefs by the score of 35-10.

John Madden is still a people’s favorite at 83 years of age. He was
hired by Al Davis when the AFL was in its prime as the linebackers’
coach for the AFL's Oakland Raiders. This was in 1967 and the
league would last only two more seasons. He helped the team reach
Super Bowl II that season. A year later, after Raiders head coach
John Rauch left, John Madden stepped in to become the Raiders'
head coach. This made Madden professional football's youngest head
coach at the age of 32.

Former Raiders coach Dennis Allen in interviews noted that John
Madden was arguably the best Oakland Raiders coach in the history
of the team. His Raiders reached but lost five AFC Title games in
seven years. This left the Raiders with the same image that the Dallas
Cowboys had previously had—as a team unable to "win the big one."

Despite a 12-1-1 mark in 1969, for example the team lost 17-7 to the
Kansas City Chiefs in the final American Football League
championship game. The next year, the Raiders would be in the AFC
Division of the NFL as the AFL lost its identity.

Was the AFL Any Good? See Super Bowl I11

Super Bowl III was the third AFL-NFL Championship Game in
professional American football, and the first to officially bear the
name "Super Bowl". It was not AFC v NFC. It was the last
interleague Super Bowl and the AFL did not win either of the first
two games.

This game was played on January 12, 1969, at the Orange Bowl in
Miami, Florida. Everybody over five years old at the time remembers
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Broadway Joe Namath, cocky as can be, making a prediction that the
AFL’s Jets would win the game.

This game is still regarded as one of the greatest upsets in American
sports history. The heavy underdog American Football League
(AFL) champion New York Jets, led by former Alabama QB Joe
Namath defeated the National Football League (NFL) champion
Baltimore Colts by a score of 16—7. I was a senior in College at the
time. What a great football game. I watched it from pre-game
through post-game.

This was the first Super Bowl victory for the AFL. Though the AFL
had been in existence ten years, before the start of this game, most
sports writers and fans had written off the AFL teams as being less
talented than every one of the NFL clubs. There were few who
expected anything less than the Colts to whoop the Jets by a wide
margin.

Baltimore had posted a 13—-1 record during the 1968 NFL season
before defeating the Cleveland Browns, 340, in the 1968 NFL
Championship Game. The Jets finished the 1968 AFL season at 11—
3, and defeated John Madden’s great Oakland Raiders, 27-23, in the
1968 AFL Championship Game. Darryl Lamonica had a poor game
and Kenny, the Snake, Stabler, who took Oakland to Super XI had
just joined the Raiders.

After beating the Raiders and despite the hype saying the Jets did not
have a shot, Joe Namath was undaunted. This unafraid Jets
quarterback made an appearance three-days before the Super Bowl at
the Miami Touchdown Club and brashly guaranteed a victory. The
Jets could not have been more pleased with the prediction and they
backed up Broadway Joe’s words by controlling most of the game.
They built a 16-0 lead by the fourth quarter off of a touchdown run
by Matt Snell and three field goals by Jim Turner.

Colts quarterback Earl Morrall threw three interceptions before being
replaced by the great Johnny Unitas, who then led Baltimore to its
only touchdown during the last few minutes of the game.

With the victory, the Jets remain the only winning Super Bowl team
to only score one touchdown (either offensive, defensive, or special
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teams). Namath, who completed 17 out of 28 passes for 206 yards,
was named as the Super Bowl's Most Valuable Player, despite not
throwing a touchdown pass in the game or any passes at all in the
fourth quarter. The recap of the game is not as exciting as its reality.

And that, my friends, is how the NFL got to where it is today.
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Chapter 11 Giants Football Five Seasons
after the First Game

Coach Year
Coach #1 Bob Folwell 1925
Coach Year
2. Doc Alexander 1926
3. Earl Potteiger 1927
3. Earl Potteiger 1928
4. LeRoy Andrews 1929
4. LeRoy Andrews 1930
5. Benny Friedman & 1930
6. Steve Owen 1930

Rank

4th

Rank

lst

WLT *Story in Chapter 3

840

WLT
841
1111
472
1311
11 4 0; 13-4 all coaches
2-0 — both coaches
2-0—Dboth coaches

NEW YORK FOOTBALL GIANTS 1927

1927 New York Giants Team Picture

1926 New York Giants Coach #2 Doc Alexander

The New York Football Giants represented the City of New York in
the NFL’s 1926 professional football season. The 1926 New York
Giants football team competed in their second season of Professional
National Football League (NFL) football. They were led by Doc
Alexander in his only season as head coach of the Giants
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<< Coach Doc Alexander. This
Giants team finished with a
winning record of 8-4-1. This
was the same exact record in the
regular season for the Giants as
the 1925 season. They also
gained a postseason appearance
against the original AFL
Philadelphia Quakers, which the
Giants won 31-0.

On Sept 26 at Hartford, in the
season opener, the Giants shut
out the Blues W(21-0). Then, on
Oct 3,at Providence, the Giants
edged out the Steam Roller W
(7-6). On Oct 10 at Chicago, the
Giants shut out the Bears W (7-
0). This was followed on Oct 16 with a defeat by the Franklin Yellow
Jackets, predecessors to the Eagles L (0-6), The next day in New
York, the Yellow Jackets beat the Giants again by the same score L
(0-6). On Oct 24, the Giants beat the Kansas City Cowboys W (13-0)
at the Polo Grounds.

At home on Nov 2, the Canton Bulldogs tied the Giants T (7-7).
Then, on Nov 7 at home, the Giants shut-out the Chicago Cardinals
W (20-0). The Giants beat the Duluth Eskimos on Nov 11 W (14—
13). On Nov14 at home, the Los Angeles Buccaneers got the best of
the Giants L (6-0)

With four games left, the Giants won out. The first win was on Nov
21, at home—a shutout v Providence Steam Roller W (21-0). Then,
on Nov 25 at Brooklyn, the Giants defeated the LionsW (17-0)
Three days later, at home, the Giants again shutout the Lions on Nov
28, W 27-0. In the season finale on Dec 12 at the Polo Grounds v the
Philadelphia Quakers (AFL), the Giants prevailed W (31-0). 1926-
1933 Top Giants Players Steve Owen OL/DL

Known in this book as the Giants first great coach, Stephen Joseph
Owen was born on April 21, 1898 and he passed away a young man
on May 17, 1964. Owen was an American football player and coach.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pittsburgh_Pirates_(NFL)
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He earned a place in the Pro Football Hall of Fame as head coach of
the National Football League's New York Giants from 1930 to 1953.
Owen's skill at designing defenses, his fundamentals-centered
approach to the game and his innovative "A formation," a variation
on the single-wing, also helped his offenses thrive and were key to his
success. His personal style was memorable for the odd congruence of
gravelly voice and easy disposition to go with his perpetual tobacco
chewing.

1926-1933 Top Giants Players Steve Owen
OL/DL

Known in this book as the Giants first great coach, Stephen Joseph
Owen was born on April 21, 1898 and he passed away a young man
on May 17, 1964. Owen was an American football player and coach.
He earned a place in the Pro Football Hall of Fame as head coach of
the National Football League's New York Giants from 1930 to 1953.
Owen's skill at designing defenses, his fundamentals-centered
approach to the game and his innovative "A formation," a variation
on the single-wing, also helped his offenses thrive and were key to his
success. His personal style was memorable for the odd congruence of
gravelly voice and easy disposition to go with his perpetual tobacco
chewing.
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To describe Steve
Owen (above) as a
person, you need
only look at the
contract he signed
with the Mara
family when he
became the team's
head coach.

Oh wait, he didn't
sign one. He and
Tim Mara agreed
he would become
the head coach
only on a hand
shake. The
agreement would
last 24 years.

Before that, Owen
was one of the first
great lineman with
the Giants. He

captained the 1927

team and along-side Cal Hubbard they dominated opponents by a

margin of 197-20 on the way to the title.

Owen would lead the Giants to eight of the first 14 NFL
Championships, winning two as the team's head coach and one as a

player.

1927 New York Giants Coach #3 Earl Potteiger

The New York Football Giants represented the City of
New York in the NFL’s 1927 professional football
season. The 1927 New York Giants football team

Rt competed in their third season of Professional National

(COACH)
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Football League (NFL) football. They were led by Earl Potteiger in
his first of two seasons as head coach of the Giants

As noted, this was the franchise's 3rd season in the NFL but just the
first under head coach Potteiger. It was a great season for sure and
the Giants took all the marbles that could be gotten. The ants suffered
their only loss and just on tie to the Cleveland Bulldogs. The team
was ranked first in yards allowed, yards gained, and points allowed,
and were second in points scored. Over the entire season, the Giants
scored 197 points and allowed 20.

NESSER

GUYoN POTTEIGER

HAINES (COACH) TMLAY WYCoFF

1927 Giants Champions

Fullback Jack McBride led the team in scoring with57 points
consisting of six rushing touchdowns, two field goals, and 15 extra
points. In the post season, the Giants lost an exhibition game on Dec
26, 1927, in Oklahoma against Otto and Ira Hamilton's Hominy
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Indians. The Hominy teams consisted of all Native American
players. The giants lost L (6-13) 13—6 (Documentary: Playground of
the Native Son).

1927-1936 Top Giants Players: Cal Hubbard OL

Robert Calvin Hubbard from Oct 31, 1900 — Oct 17, 1977) was a
professional football player and Major League Baseball(MLB)
umpire. After playing football at Centenary College and Geneva
College, Hubbard played in the National Football League (NFL)
between 1927 and 1936 for the New York Giants, Green Bay Packers
and Pittsburgh Pirates. He played the bulk of his career with the
Packers. Cal Hubbard is credited as being one of the inventors of the
football position of linebacker.

Cal Hubbard
would be much
higher up this list
had he not only
played two
meaningful
seasons with the
Giants. He helped
the Giants win the
title in 1927 and
was elected as an
All-Pro in 1928.

However, a road
game with the
Green Bay
Packers in the 1928 season caused him to demand a trade to the team
before the 1929 season. He wasn't a big proponent of big cities, and
the Giants obliged his request.

Hubbard and Hall of Famer Steve Owen teamed up to anchor one of
the greatest defenses of the time. They allowed only 20 points in 13
games, though low scoring was common place back then, and had 10
shutouts.
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Hubbard went on to have a great career with the Packers, winning
the title with them for his first three years. He won a title in four of
his first five years as a pro.

One wonders how good the Giants could have been had he been able
to handle the big city life.

Games of 1927 Season

On Sept 25 at Providence, in the effective season opener, the Giants
shut out the Steam Roller W(8-0). There was no game scheduled in
week 1. In the season’s third game on Oct 2, at Cleveland, the Giants
tied the Bulldogs T (0-0). It was as close as it could get. Then, in the
4™ slot of the season, on Oct 9 at Pottsville, The Giants whooped the
Maroons W (19-0). On Oct 16, at home, the Cleveland Bulldogs
beat the Giants L (6-0). Then, on Oct 22, at Frankford, the NY
Giants beat the Yellow Jackets W (13-0). In the repeat performance
at home v Frankford, the Giants shut out the Yellow Jackets W (27—
0).

On Oct 30, at home, the Giants beat the Pottsville MaroonsW (16—
0). Winning almost all the time, on Nov 6, at home, the Giants
whipped the Duluth Eskimos W (21-0). Then, on Nov 8, at home,
the Giants were in full gear beating the Providence Steam Roller W
(25-0). At the Polo Grounds on Nov 20, the Chicago Cardinals could
not keep up and lost W (28-7). And, so, on Nov 27 at home, the
Giants defeated the Chicago Bears W (13-7). Playing against another
NY team, the Giants, on Dec 4, beat the New York Yankees W (14—
0). One week later at the NY Yankees home stadium, the Giants
prevailed v the Yanks W (13-0). The Giants had a more than
overwhelming season in this great championship season.

The 1927 Season wrap-up

by Larry Schmitt for BigBluelnteractive.com

Our thanks to Larry Schmitt for this fine wrap-up of the
championship 1927 New York Giants Football Season 11-1-1. As
you have already read in this book, the early attempts to organize
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professional football were no doubt sincere. However, it is also true
that results were minimal. In hindsight, it’s easy to see that trial-and-
error was the guiding principal for many of the organizational efforts
by the nascent National Football League (NFL). Even its original
name, the American Professional Football Association (APFA),
required refinement. At least that was a quick-and-easy fix; many
others were not.

APFA President Joe Carr served from 1921-1939. He is known as the
man who brought respectability to professional football. He had a
resolute decision style—quick and decisive to correct faults. His
simple philosophy was that pro football should always strive for the
highest possible standards and the public should be considered first,
last and always.

The lack of standardized player contracts, make-shift schedules and
franchise instability were paramount issues that were gradually
rectified over time. However, with no post-season play until 1933, the
most public controversies were the ones that came after the close of
each season. Considering that it was often a challenge to determine
that the season had reached an end. Then, of course there were the
times in which more than one team crowned itself as league
champions. Four of the first six APFA/NFL titles were publicly
disputed, hurting the credibility of the pro game with a sporting
public who clearly preferred the college game at the time.

It didn’t help any that the first controversy came after the APFA’s
inaugural 1920 season. The lack of structure was astounding and
nobody had the foresight to recognize that it was lacking. There were
14 teams stacked top-to-bottom, with a convoluted method of
calculating win percentage (remarkably, the all-too-common ties
were discounted); no coherent tie-breakers; unbalanced, makeshift
schedules that teams modified during the season; and a lack of a
clearly defined conclusion to the season. This was a recipe for
disaster.

Even worse, most of the early championships were not awarded until
an oft-contentious vote at the spring meetings, months after the last
game had been played. The title outcome was inevitably anti-
climactic.
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New York, New York

Given all that tumult, it is easy to forget that professional football
finally placed a permanent foothold in the nation’s largest city, New
York, which had been a part of Carr’s vision for long-term league
success. Carr had originally envisioned boxing promoter Billy Gibson
to be the founder, but he deferred instead to friend Tim Mara.
Present at the meeting was also the football-knowledgeable Dr. Harry
March. March had been vital in the success of the APFA/NFL’s
predecessor, the Ohio League, where he had served as the team
physician for the Canton Bulldogs. Mara took March on as a
minority owner and installed him as team President to take charge of
assembling a quality roster.

As we have just discussed in this book, the Giants fared reasonably
well for their first season of competition in 1925, finishing the year 8-
4, but they struggled to attract paying customers. In fact, tickets for
games at the Polo Grounds were routinely handed out free of charge
to fill empty seats. It wasn’t until a visit from Illinois superstar
Harold “Red” Grange, who had made the mid-season leap from
college to the Chicago Bears, that the Giants could declare a profit
and decide to move forward with their franchise. The possibility of
the Giants dissolving after one season was very real, as nine other
franchises had disbanded or left the NFL during or after their
inaugural season of play.

The Polo Grounds seating capacity for football was normally around
55,000, but the demand to see the already legendary Grange was so
irresistible that temporary seating was put in place in the outfield and
standing room only tickets were issued. The gate was estimated to be
in excess of 70,000 and photographs from the event support this
claim. The only other time the Polo Grounds was that full was for
the game against the Notre Dame All Stars in 1930. Not even the five
post-season contests the Giants hosted in the Polo Grounds in later
years against stalwart franchises Chicago, Green Bay and
Washington had as many.

Irony reared its head just a few short months later when Grange’s
manager, Charles C. Pyle, found a loophole in the contract with the
Bears and signed Grange. Pyle prematurely leased Yankee Stadium
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before he even had a team. But Pyle had Grange so he had leverage.
When Pyle approached Carr on the idea of expansion in New York,
Mara and March balked. The prospect of having a team with Grange
playing within walking distance of the Polo Grounds would spell the
Giants doom.

As tempting as it was to have Grange headlining the marquee in New
York, Carr had no choice but to follow the precedent he’d set the
prior season in the dispute between Frankford and Pottsville. Carr
upheld Mara’s claim to having “exclusive right to anything in New
York.” Being spurned but resolute, Pyle formed his own league to
feature his star player, the first-ever American Football League
(AFL).

This was now a league-wide threat for Carr and his constituents. The
AFL attempted, and sometimes did, lure players from the established
but still tenuous NFL. The Giants lost both their best lineman
Century Milstead and head coach Robert Folwell to the upstart
league. Part of Carr’s response to the new threat was to reinstate the
Pottsville franchise, being fearful that team would sign with Pyle.
Also, he forged an agreement with the Giants to allow a franchise in
Brooklyn. Carr feared the AFL establishing two franchises in New
York and wanted to beat them to the punch.

He assured the Giants that the Brooklyn team’s schedule would not
conflict with the Giants. This was keen foresight on Carr’s part, as
the AFL then placed a franchise in nearby Newark, New Jersey. Just
one year after having a single professional football team in New
York, the metropolitan area now had four! The man most responsible
for saving the Giants franchise in 1925, Red Grange, now threatened
to render them irrelevant.

The 1926 season played out much like the one before for the Giants.
Their 8-4-1 record was similar and so was their attendance. With no
draw like Grange to fill the house and player salaries increasing with
the competing league, the Giants finished in the red financially. They
did win the war against Pyle however. Following the season, Mara
and March hosted a game at Yankee Stadium against the AFL
Champion Philadelphia Quakers. The motivated sixth-place Giants
team manhandled the Quakers at the Polo Grounds 31-0, leaving no
doubt as to which league was superior. Fortunately, the crowning of
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the NFL champion was not business as usual. All was calm and
everyone was in agreement when the title was bestowed upon
Chamberlin’s 14-1-2 Frankford team. It was his fourth championship
with his third team in only five seasons, a feat that has yet to be
equaled.

The Giants Win

The AFL disappeared just as quickly as it emerged. Although the
Yankees drew well wherever they went, the rest of the league seemed
to go unnoticed. The debts incurred by the NFL teams were a
fraction of those compared to the ones suffered by the AFL. The
Giants fortunes seemed to turn around quickly following that
boastful tritumph over the Quakers.

The dissolution of the nine-team AFL was a significant coup for the
NFL, which had fielded 22 teams in 1926. The available talent was
spread thin over the total of 31 teams in operation between the two
leagues. A series of difficult ownership meetings that off season
resulted in the contraction of the NFL. Gone were sentimental
favorites with Ohio League roots like Canton, Akron, Hammond and
Columbus. It was just not practical for the league’s survival to
maintain franchises in locations lacking growth potential. For the
NFL to become a big-time league it had to play in big-time cities, and
having better players on those teams improved the quality of the
product on the field.

The NFL would field 12 teams for the 1927 season. The Giants were
ready. Ten of the teams, including NY, NY, were NFL survivors of
the great purge of 1926, plus the return of the Cleveland Bulldogs
following a year of suspended operations. Pyle’s Yankees team,
which had the distinction of becoming the forty-first franchise in the
APFA/NFL'’s seventh season of operation, was the sole newcomer
from the now-defunct AFL . The only small market team continuing
on was publicly-owned Green Bay.

Part of the consolidation directly benefitted the Giants. The Brooklyn
Horsemen disbanded, but Carr kept its charter active. It was awarded
to Mara as payment for unresolved debts. Soon after, Pyle returned
to Carr’s office seeking admission to the NFL. This time Mara and
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March had no objections. Mara leased the former Brooklyn charter
to Pyle, who would continue to feature Red Grange at Yankee
Stadium. But the Football Yankees schedule would be tightly
restricted. The Yankees would primarily be a traveling team, and
their few home games would not coincide with Giants home games.
Lastly, the season would end with a home-and-home competition for
the City Championship.

With Pyle being reduced from threat to nuisance, the focus of the
New York Giants was now on team building. Having less
competition and a larger talent pool to select from, Mara confidently
told March, “I don’t care what it costs but get the players you need. I
want a winner this year.”

March’s vision was simple and the approach primal. After installing
Earl Pottieger as the Giants third head coach in just their third
season, this Giants team would be built for power and control both
sides of the line of scrimmage. The roster was composed mostly of
veterans and was unusually deep; there would be little drop-off in
performance when a sub was called upon. Here is a look at a number
of the star players from 1927. First, let’s check out Joe Alexander
and George Murtagh, New York Giants (1927)

Two Giant Stars

<<< Joe Alexander and George
Murtagh — Photo Courtesy of Rev.
Mike Moran

Mickey Murtagh returned at center
from the 1926 team. Hec Garvey
and Al Nesser were well-traveled
and experienced guards. Nesser
was familiar to March as he was
one of the seven famed Nesser
brothers who played for Carr’s
Columbus Panhandles in the Ohio
League. They were professional
football’s original “royal family”
and their reputation was rock
solid.
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Legendary Notre Dame Coach Knute Rockne competed against
them as a member (player) of the Massillon Tigers and famously
stated, “Getting hit by a Nesser is like falling off a moving train.” Al
brought championship experience, having been a member of the 1920
Akron Pros. Joe “Doc” Alexander, a remnant from the inaugural
1925 Giants, backed them up when available, as his medical practice
demanded much of his time.

Steve Owen, Left Tackle

e
This left tackle was one of the largest and toughest players in all of
professional football, Steve Owen. March brought Owen to the
Giants the prior year after observing him as a member of the 1925
Kansas City Cowboys. The Cowboys had visited the Polo Grounds
that season and later served as the Giants barnstorming team after
the regular season. Owen was a man who relished having his hand in
the dirt, “We were pretty much a smash and shove gang. We were
bone crushers, not fancy Dans.”

Wilbur “Pete” Henry, a member of the 1922 and 1923 champion
Canton Bulldogs, served as the right tackle for the early portion of the
season. The sub for Owen and Henry was Dick Stahlman. The
athletic Chuck Corgan, who had been a teammate of Owen in
Kansas City, was a good receiving end.

On the other side was the rookie wunderkind Cal Hubbard. At 6’4”
and 245 pounds, he was the largest member of a team stocked with
big men. But it was his unusual speed and agility that made him one-
of-a-kind. He did more than just set the edge for end runs. Hubbard
would routinely knock his counterpart on his back and continue his
path of destruction downfield, springing Giant ball carriers for long
gains. He was also a premier defender, patrolling the line of
scrimmage as an end or prototype linebacker. His ascension to
stardom was as brutal as it was quick. Wellington Mara recalled
Hubbard years later, “You could tell when Cal hit a man. You would
hear it on the bench — a hard, dull boom.”

The backfield may have lacked the notoriety of the group blocking
for them, but it was talented and versatile. The mainstays were
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tailback Hinkey Haines and fullback Jack McBride, both members of
the 1925 Giants. They complimented one-another with a blend of
power and speed. McBride was the power back who bulled through
the line while Haines rushed around the corner with elusiveness and
speed. Atypical of the common trend though, the fullback McBride
was the Giants primary passer, whereas the tailback for most teams
performed that role. McBride was also the primary kicker, whether
from a drop-kick or placement.

The versatile Doug Wycoff subbed both positions. Mule Wilson was
the lead blocking back, and he was backed up by Jack Hagerty, who
was moved from the halfback position he’d played during the 1926
season. A veteran presence was provided by the former Ohio Leaguer
Joe Guyon, who played multiple roles including wingback. Guyon
had been a teammate of Jim Thorpe’s with the Canton Bulldogs in
the Ohio League in 1919 and also with the NFL’s Oorang Indians in
1921 and 1922. Phil White served as a utility sub for halfback and
fullback.

Power Football

Steve Owen and Cal Hubbard — Photo on next page courtesy of Rev. Mike Moran

Following a dress rehearsal against the Orange Athletic Club, the
Giants opened their regular-season campaign by disappointing 7,500
Providence fans with a stifling 8-0 victory over the Steam Roller. The
local press lauded the Giants “great forward wall” and singled out
Cal Hubbard, “He put on one of the greatest displays of line work
ever seen on a Providence gridiron.” The rookie set up New York’s
only touchdown by blocking a punt that Owen recovered at the
Providence 2-yard line. Hubbard was also instrumental in limiting
the home team to five first downs.

The defense continued its good work at Cleveland the following
week, but the offense sputtered. It was surprising that only 3,000 fans
attended given that it was their first opportunity to witness the home
debut of rookie passing sensation Benny Friedman. Friedman moved
the ball well but the Giants defense was stout when most needed.
Doug Wycoff returned a punt 70 yards for New York, but the rest of
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the special team’s performance was dreadful. The Giants missed five
field goals and left Cleveland with a 0-0 tie.

NEW YORK GIANTS
Back Field Stars

CAPT. STEVE OWEN CAL. HUBBARD
New York Giants New York Giants
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Following a 19-0 win in front of 5,000 fans in Pottsville, where New
York’s subs enjoyed plenty of second-half playing time, the Giants
returned home to the Polo Grounds, unfortunately to second billing.

New York Giants vs Cleveland Bulldogs (October 16, 1927)In the re-
match against Cleveland, Friedman arrived several days ahead of his
Bulldog teammates and was lavished with several honors, not the
least of which was a gala event in his honor at the Hotel Majestic.
Despite this being just his fourth professional game, he was easily
one of the NFL’s marquis attractions among the likes of newsreel
sensations Red Grange and Ernie Nevers. The Giants even printed
the tickets for the game to read: “N.Y. Giants vs Benny Friedman’s
Bulldogs”.

All of the pomp may seem excessive, but to his credit, Friedman
lived up to the billing. Even as a rookie he was audacious in his play
calling, throwing the ball on first down and from deep in his own
territory when the common practice at the time would call for
conservative line plunges or a punt. Although the crowd at the Polo
Grounds was not nearly as large as the one to see Grange two years
earlier, the Giants had to be pleased with the turnstile count of
25,000.

The Giants strong line controlled most of the first half, but the game
was tied 0-0 at halftime after Jack McBride missed a field goal
attempt. The third quarter began with an exchange of punts, then
Cleveland’s speed got the better of New York’s muscle. Friedman
connected on a 35-yard pass to Tiny Feather down to the Giants 30-
yard line, followed by a 15-yard completion to Jim Simmons to the
14.

Friedman and Simmons alternated rushes until Simmons went over
for the score from the one-yard line. This was the only score of the
game (Friedman was wide on his point-after attempt) and the first of
the season yielded by the Giants. But Cleveland won the game 6-0
and the Giants fell to 2-1-1. Friedman ended the afternoon 11-17
passing, which was very respectable for the time and unheard of in a
winning effort. Normally that many pass attempts came in desperate,
come-from-behind situations.
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Although New York fielded a quality team, something was amiss.
Aside from the poor tackling exhibited in the second half of the loss
to Cleveland, the running game on offense was sporadic. The Giants
made a move by sending the powerful but slowing Pete Henry to
Pottsville. They then signed Century Milstead, who was idle after a
one-year hiatus with the rival AFL’s Philadelphia team. He had been
the best lineman on New York’s 1925 team.
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Sundoy Polo Grounds
October 23, 1927 New York

Al Nesser — Photo Above Courtesy of Rev. Mike Moran

The infusion of relative youth and tangible athleticism was
appreciably noticed during a home-and-home weekend against the
defending-champion Yellow Jackets. As was their custom, Frankford
played their home games on Saturday as Sunday spectacles were
prohibited by local blue laws. Often they would follow up a Saturday
game at Frankford Stadium with an away game against the same
team on Sunday. The rushing game was greatly improved, as the
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Philadelphia press cited Haines for “having an outstanding game” for
New York in their 13-0 victory.

At the Polo Grounds rematch, a 20-point second quarter for New
York was highlighted by a spectacular defensive play that brought the
crowd of 15,000 to its feet. Jack Hagerty intercepted a pass at his own
47-yard line, sidestepped two Yellow Jackets, cut up-field, stiff-armed
a would-be tackler along the sideline, and eluded several others until
he was dragged down from behind at the 3-yard line for a 50-yard
return. Phil White went over for the touchdown and the Giants subs
held Frankford off the scoreboard in the second half to finish the 27-0
victory.

The following week saw a physical, altercation-filled scrum with
Pottsville. The New York defense was dominant once again,
registering a safety in a 16-0 win. The 20,000 Polo Grounds faithful
must have been amused when a second safety was awarded after the
Maroons punter had lined up beyond the end line to receive the snap
despite several warnings to correct his position from the closest
official.

The Giants played host to another of the NFL’s early stars the next
week when Ernie Nevers arrived with his traveling Duluth Eskimos.
They represented Duluth in name only, having played in the city
only once in 1926. The Eskimos counted on lucrative visitor’s shares
of the gate by playing an all-road schedule in large venues such as the
Polo Grounds. The 15,000 who showed up may have been a mild
disappointment to the Giants, but it was far more than Duluth could
realistically hope for in northern Minnesota.
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<<<< Jack McBride — Photo
Courtesy of Rev. Mike Moran
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_ERNIE NEVERS ESKIMOS |  Nevers was the second most
famous player in the league after
Grange, and some observers
believed him to be of equal
talent. Nevers was a triple threat
on offense, played rock solid
defense and could be counted on
to play close to the full 60
minutes every game,
occasionally completing the
duration without a trip to the

T
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o bench. Glenn “Pop” Warner,
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I who coached Nevers at Stanford
N T ok famously called him, “the
November 6, 1927 New York

football player without a fault.”

The Giants powerful defense did yield yardage to Nevers, who was
cited by the press for giving “a strenuous effort,” but again refused to
yield a point. The Eskimos penetrated the New York 30-yard line five
times but came away empty. Three of those drives ended with
interceptions while the other two saw them halted on downs. Jack
McBride engineered three scoring drives for New York. The final one
featured an exclamation-point 25-yard touchdown pass to Hinkey
Haines to close out the 21-0 win.

At 6-1-1, the Giants may have been pleased with their place in the
standings. But a three-way race with the Packers and Bears for the
number one spot in the league made it clear that there was no time to
rest on laurels. Tuesday was Election Day and the Providence Steam
Roller was coming to the Polo Grounds, while on the other side of
the Harlem River the Bears would be visiting their old teammate Red
Grange and the Yankees. This would be Grange’s first game back
after tearing a ligament in his knee at Cubs Park back in October, and
it was the Yankees first home game of the season.

The Giants played in front of their largest house of the year; 38,000
fans showed up for a football triple header, as the Giants and Steam
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Roller played following two high school games. The headliners did
not disappoint. The Giants capitalized on three big plays in all three
phases of the game: Mule Wilson’s 54-yard interception return, Jack
McBride’s 39-yard touchdown pass to Jack Hagerty and Hagerty’s
53-yard punt return. Most of the fans probably forgave the Giants for
missing three of their four point-after attempts in the 25-0 victory
after learning the rival Yankees, with a limping Grange, upset
Chicago 26-6.

End Ray Flaherty, who would join the Giants in 1928, starred for the
Yankees that afternoon by hauling in three touchdown receptions.
The Giants now held the top spot in the NFL and had the inside
track to the championship if they could win out the rest of the way.

The Giants had next been scheduled to play the Buffalo Bisons, but
the Bisons disbanded mid-season. Instead, the Giants played a non-
league exhibition at Staten Island against the Stapletons. Showing no
fear of travel or injury, the Giants then visited Boston to play another
exhibition game against Pierre Marquette the Saturday before a
crucial league contest against the Chicago Cardinals, who were now
coached by Chamberlin. The Cardinals held no advantage as they
played at Frankford on Saturday as well.

The Giants jumped all over the visiting Cardinals early, scoring three
touchdowns in the game’s first 10 minutes. New York’s subs played
to a stalemate as the Giants coasted to a critically important 28-7
victory that maintained their slim advantage over the Bears who were
next on the docket. Chicago was in a second-place tie with Green
Bay, but both of the Packers losses were to the Bears so the Packers
only hope for first place would be both teams above them collapsing.

Strength Versus Strength

Again, the Giants participated in a non-league exhibition at Staten
Island the Thursday prior to their biggest game of the season. The 8-
1-1 Giants knew owner-player-coach Halas would have his 7-2-1
Bears ready to go, as he had been in this situation many times before.
A Chicago win would give the teams matching 8-2-1 records and the
Bears a late-season head-to-head victory. Should both teams win out
after that, history had already demonstrated Halas’ persuasiveness
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among the league’s owners in regard to championship votes.
Ironically, the situation could even have been in reverse. In the event
of a tie, the Giants would be the team in position to challenge the
Bears to a rematch. Knowing the precedent set in 1921 with the Bears
and Buffalo, would Halas have even accepted and risked a title he
may have believed already belonged to him?

Were it not for miserable cold and the threat of snow, the crowd of
15,000 at the Polo Grounds probably would have been much larger,
as the local press had well-publicized the significance of the game.
Although no official NFL championship game yet existed, this was
as close to it as you could get. The winner in all likelthood would end
up being crowned champion, even if they had to wait until April for
it to be declared official!

If any team were capable of matching the Giants on the line of
scrimmage it was the Bears. They had two future Hall of Famers at
the tackle positions: Link Lyman and Ed Healy. Center George
Trafton was an All-Pro. The backfield featured future Hall of Fame
halfback Paddy Driscoll and tailback/quarterback Dutch Sternaman.
Sternaman co-coached the Bears with Halas.

The Bears front line asserted itself early. After receiving the opening
kickoff, Chicago pounded away at New York’s defense, moving the
chains until facing a first-and-goal at the 8-yard line. Three line
plunges set the Bears up with fourth-and-goal on the one. Halas
wanted six and ordered Sternaman to go for it. Fullback Jack White
took the ball on a handoff, but as he attempted to vault over the wall
of crashing bodies, White was hammered in mid-air and knocked
backward by Al Nesser.
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<<< Hinkey Haines and Jack
McBride — Photo Courtesy of Rev.
Mike Moran

Two Famous Giants

The scoring threat was thwarted,
but New York was still in trouble.
Not surprising for the era, the
Giants lined up in punt formation
of first down. Mule Wilson was
deep to receive the snap. The up-
back Hinkey Haines cautioned him
to line up correctly with his heels in
front of the end line, recalling the
incident with Pottsville’s punt
several weeks earlier, and requested
that the referee wipe mud off of the
ball with a towel for a more
accurate snap. Chicago realized the predicament the Giants were in
and jammed nine men on the line of scrimmage. While the official
wiped the ball down, Haines discreetly deepened his position a few
steps and surveyed Chicago’s deployment as he called the signals.
Haines received a direct snap and lofted a perfect pass to Chuck
Corgan over the unguarded middle. The Bears had only two men
deep and did not take Corgan down until he had advanced beyond
midfield to Chicago’s 41-yard line.

Although the Bears kept the Giants off of the scoreboard, the
stunning 58-yard play not only tipped the field position back to the
Giants favor, it also quelled the surge of momentum the Bears had in
their favor with the long opening drive. The action largely took place
around mid-field for the remainder of the first half with the teams
exchanging punts. At the half, the game was deadlocked 0-0.

The third quarter began much the same way, but the Giants received
a jolt in an unlikely fashion. On the Giants second possession of the
half, Halas attempted to clip Joe Guyon. Guyon had heard him
coming though. As Halas launched himself, Guyon pivoted and
rammed his knees into Halas’ chest, sending him to cold turf
breathless. As Halas was helped off the field with two broken ribs,
Guyon slyly told his Giants captain Steve Owen, “That fellow ought
to know you can’t sneak up behind an Indian.”
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The ensuing 15-yard penalty on Halas was the spark New York had
been looking for. Jack McBride punctured the Chicago front for a
total of 53-yards on the 60-yard drive and went over for the
touchdown from the two on a fourth-and-goal. The point-after was
missed so the score held at 6-0. Another exchange of punts had the
Bears pinned on their own two, and a poor punt only moved the ball
out to the 30. McBride mixed runs with passes. Three line plunges
from goal-to-go gave him his second touchdown of the quarter. And
this time the point-after was good. The Giants led 13-0 as the quarter
came to an end.

Undeterred, Driscoll took the Bears down the field as he did to start
the game. Noticing that the New York front seemed to be growing
fatigued, Sternaman kept calling for rushes as Chicago pushed and
pounded the ball to the Giants 10-yard line. Here the Bears reached
deep into their playbook and changed up their strategy entirely, lining
up in a spread formation. Sternaman caught a pass from Laurie
Walquist and darted into the end zone. The point after was good and
the lead was trimmed to 13-7.

The concluding 10 minutes of action was fierce and physical, both
powerful lines traded blows but neither offense could advance until
Chicago’s last possession. A trade of punts preceded a last valiant
effort by the Bears. The Chicago running game found a few creases
and moved into New York territory with the clock running after each
carry. The tiring Giant defense was bending and Chicago had the ball
on the 17-yard line. Perhaps feeling a sense of desperation with the
clock now just under 2:00 or recalling how the Bears last scoring
drive ended, Sternaman called the first pass play of the possession.
Mule Wilson made the play for New York and intercepted the throw.
The Giants ran three plays to run out the clock. The chilled crowd
celebrated the thrilling win, but the victors and losers were too spent
to react.

“It was the hardest game any of us ever played,” said Steve Owen. “I
played sixty minutes at tackle opposite Jim McMillen, who later
became a world wrestling champion. When the gun ended the
exhausting game, both of us just sat on the ground in the middle of
the field. He smiled in a tired way, reached over to me, and we shook
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hands. We didn’t say a word; we couldn’t. It was fully five minutes
before we got up to go to the dressing room.”

Once inside the locker-room, little changed. Hinkey Haines described
the ironic scene, “That victory just about gave us the championship,
but you’d have thought we all were just given walking papers.”

March tended to his battered victors, “Some of them looked like
they’d never walk again.”

The key plays in the first quarter still reverberated. “ Al Nesser (who
stopped the Bears on fourth-and-goal from the one) was the real
hero,” said Century Milstead. “Bare-headed and with no shoulder
guards, he just kept submarining their running plays. He was battered
but he never quit.” Owen complimented the selling of the fake punt,
“Haines called one of the smartest plays I’ve ever seen to win for us.
He stage-managed it perfectly.”

The New York Times led off the Monday game summary
superlatively: “The Giants powerful forward wall met their equal in
the Chicago Bears’ line yesterday and the battle that ensued was one
of the most brilliant and savagely fought in the three years of
professional football in New York...The play was spirited through
sixty minutes of action, both elevens traveling at a fast and furious
pace.”

The New York Daily News singled out the Giants touchdown
maker: “Jack McBride was the outstanding figure in this grim grid
struggle, counting both Giant touchdowns in a wild burst of ground
spurning in the third quarter after the first half had been scoreless.”

Settling One Final Score

The Giants truly needed the full week off following their most
important triumph in the franchise’s short history. They must have
been relieved to not have any exhibition contests interrupt their
recovery. The season-ending home-and-home matches with their
neighboring Yankees were most likely anti-climactic for most
observers. But there is no doubt some within the Giants organization
relished watching “arrogance being humbled” first hand as the
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Giants swept Pyle’s team 14-0 and 13-0 in miserable weather in front
of small crowds. Babe Ruth and Lou Gehrig were among the 10,000
fans who braved the snow and sleet to watch the first game at the
Polo Grounds in support of Grange’s team.

Haines quickly dampened any enthusiasm they may have brought as
he returned a first quarter punt 75 yards for a touchdown. Only 8,000
came through the turnstiles the following week to watch the two
teams slosh around in the Yankee Stadium mud. Ball handling was
treacherous in a fumble-filled contest. Joe Guyon was a featured ball
carrier in these two games and contributed significantly to both
Giants victories.

To his credit, Grange’s heart was stronger than his damaged knee.
He played as long as he could and suffered a beating as the Giants
repeatedly gang-tackled him after short gains. He hung tough,
finished the first game and came out late in the second only after the
outcome had been decided. Unfortunately, the fans chose to express
their disappointment in his performance by booing him, despite the
fact he was the Yankees leading passer and had several good punt
returns.

A Team for The Ages

It was a relatively inglorious end to an 11-1-1 season that had been
anything but that. Yardage statistics from the 1920’s and early ‘30’s
are sketchy. Some beat writers compiled such stats for the teams they
covered, as did some teams. Over the years, historians have
attempted to make calculations from news stories, but all such
attempts are fragmentary and therefore not officially recognized. Jack
McBride may have led the Giants in both passing and rushing in
1927. There is no doubt he led the Giants in passing yardage by a
wide margin; the rushing total could be up for debate. He and Hinkey
Haines carried the ball close to the same number of times. Given
Haines’ break—away ability, a missing long gainer or two could easily
tip the scale in his favor.
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<<< Hinkey Haines, New
York Giants (1927)

Scoring records are reliable
though. McBride led the
NFL in rushing touchdowns
with six. Including his two
field goals and league-leading
15 point-afters, McBride also
led the NFL in total scoring.
McBride finished second
(behind Friedman) in
touchdown passes with six.
His favorite target on scoring
plays was Haines, who
finished tied for first in the
NFL with Ray Flaherty with
four scoring receptions.

HINKEY HAINES

The post-season accolades,
albeit diverse and unofficial, were abundant and adulatory. Various
media outlets that covered professional football would comprise their
own All Pro-style lists of players after each season. Not surprisingly,
the most consistent over the early years was the daily paper from the
football-crazed town of northern Wisconsin, The Green Bay Press-
Gazette.

New York Giants who appeared on more than one first team list
included: Cal Hubbard, End; Steve Owen, Tackle (though sometimes
on these lists he was slotted in the Guard position); Jack McBride,
Fullback (surprisingly usurping the great Ernie Nevers on occasion
here); and Al Nesser, Guard.

Of course, the ultimate personal recognition is receiving a bronze
bust in Canton, Ohio. Four members of the 1927 Giants have their
likeness on display there for future generations of fans to admire:
Steve Owen, Cal Hubbard, Joe Guyon and Wilbur “Pete” Henry.

In terms of perpetuity, New York set a record that realistically is not
likely ever to be broken: the Giants shut out 10 of their 13 opponents,
surpassing the nine shutouts by the Canton Bulldogs in 1922.
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Cumulatively, the Giants only gave up 20 points all season (Canton
only gave up 15 points over 12 games in 1922).

The legacy of the 1927 Giants was power and control at the line of
scrimmage. They were built to succeed in an era where the rules and
equipment demanded conservative play in battles of field position.
The few times New York exhibited weakness was when encountering
speed (the two games they failed to win were the loss and tie against
Friedman’s Bulldogs) and when they were spread horizontally (the
touchdown they surrendered against the Bears.)

After he retired, Red Grange summed up the 1927 champions
succinctly: “It was the best football team of its time. Their line beat
the hell out of you and wore you down, and their backs could move
the ball. But they would have been passed off the field by the top
teams of the 30’s.”

Tell Us a bit about Author Larry Schmitt

Thank you Larry for a great piece. Larry is a lifelong Giants fan,
former third-generation season ticket holder and passionate student
of Pro Football history. Reading material that can be found on the
shelves of his football library are divided between texts on Giants
history, player biographies, yearbooks and game programs as well as
volumes covering the general history of professional football, and
frequently searches libraries for out-of-print copies of football books.
Larry was born in Brooklyn, NY, grew up in Putnam Valley, NY and
currently resides in New Milford, CT with his wife and son. He
enjoys teaching Yoga and playing guitar when not writing history
articles for BBI or assisting in research projects for The Gridiron
Uniform Database.

Here are a few sources Larry Used:

Articles, New York Giants History Tagged with: 1927 New York Giants,
Al Nesser, Cal Hubbard, Hinkey Haines, Jack McBride, Steve Owen

New York Giants New Passing Game — A Work in Progress Big Blue
Breakdown: Passing on Tight End the Right Decision?
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1928 New York Giants Coach #3 Earl Potteiger

The New York Football Giants represented the City of New York in
the NFL’s 1928 professional football season. The 1928 New York
Giants football team competed in their fourth season of Professional
National Football League (NFL) football. They were led by Earl
Potteiger in his second of two seasons as head coach of the Giants

As noted, this was the franchise's 4th season in the NFL. It was
nothing like the championship season of just a year before. The team
finished a disappointing sixth with a 4-7-2 record after winning the
NFL title in 1927. The Giants played two games against the Detroit
Wolverines and failed to win either one (a 28-0 loss in Detroit and a
19-all tie at the Polo Grounds); at season's end, Giants owner Tim
Mara used his pocketbook to strengthen the Giants. He bought the
entire Detroit franchise (mostly to secure the services of star tailback
Benny Friedman) and merged the two clubs under the Giants

1928-1935 Top Giant Players Raymond Flaherty

Raymond Paul Flaherty (September 1, 1903 — July 19, 1994) was an

American football player and coach in the National Football League,
and a member of the Pro Football Hall of Fame. He was part of three
NFL Championship teams, one as a player and two as a head coach.

Ray Flaherty's contributions noted in his Hall of Fame induction
were definitely in his work as a head coach, but he was one of the
first great offensive lineman for the Giants
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r',r S He was selected to the
s, - : . All-NFL team three
times. His impact on
the game is lasting; he
created the behind the
line of scrimmage
screen pass and
introduced the idea of
players only playing
one way.

Though most of his
players still did play
two ways because it's
what they were known
. for, he did put his foot
down for his two-
platoon offense, which
had two different units
for passing and rushing
offense.
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Gémés of the 1928 éeaéon ‘-

On Sep 30, at Pottsville, Giants beat the Maroons W (12—6). On Oct
7, at Green Bay, the Giants defeated the Packers W (6—0). Then, at
Chicago on Oct 14, the Bears shut out the Giants L (0-13). At Detroit
on Oct 21, the Wolverines pounded the Giants L (0-28). At New
York, on Oct 28, the Giants defeated the Yankees W (10-7). Against
the precursor to the Eagles, on Nov 4, the Giants tied the Frankford
Yellow Jackets T (0-0). At home on Nov 6, the Giants defeated the
Pottsville Maroons W (13-7).

At the Polo Grounds in a home match, on Nov 11, the Giants tied
the Detroit Wolverines T (19-19). At home again, on Nov 18, the
Giants were shut out by the Green Bay Packers in a close match L (0-
7). At Providence on Nov 25, the Giants were shutout by the Steam
Roller L (0-16). On Dec 2, at home, the New York Yankees beat
the Giants L (13-19). Then, on Dec 8 at Frankford, the Yellow
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Jackets shutout the Giants L (0-7). In the season finale at New York,
on Dec 16, the Yankees beat the Giants L (6-7).

1929 New York Giants Coach #4 Le Roy Andrews

g !&
29 50 a1

4
|

The New York Football Giants represented the City of New York in
the NFL’s 1929 professional football season. The 1929 New York
Giants football team competed in their fifth season of Professional
National Football League (NFL) football. They were led by LeRoy
Andrews in his first of two seasons as head coach of the Giants. As
noted, this was the franchise's5th season in the NFL. It was a great
season as the Detroit acquisition paid off. The team finished in 2™
place with a 13-1-1 record after almost winning the title.

<<< Coach Andrews. The Giants began the
season at Orange on Sep 29, with a scoreless tie T
(0-0) v the Tornadoes. At Providence the next
week, the Giants shut out the Steam Roller on Oct
6 W (7-0). Then on Oct 13, at Staten Island, the
Giants beat the Stapletons W (19-9). On Oct 20,
the Giants crushed the Frankford Yellow Jackets
W (32-0). At the Polo Grounds home stadium, on
Oct 27, the Giants shut out the Providence Steam
Roller W (19-0)

Games of the 1929 Season

At Chicago on Nov 3, the Giants defeated the
Bears W (26—14). Then, on Nov 5 at Buffalo, the Giants pounded the
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Bisons W (45—-6). On Nov 10, at home, the Giants blanked the
Orange Tornadoes W (22—-0). At the Polo Grounds on Nov 17, the
Giants pounded the Chicago Bears in a shutout W (34-0). Then, on
Nov 24, at home, the NY Giants were beaten by the Green Bay
Packers L (6-20) for their first loss of the season.

The Giants defeated the Staten Island Stapletons on Nov 28 W (21—
7). Then on Dec, at home, the Giants edged out the Chicago
Cardinals W (24-21). At Frankford , the Giants defeated the Yellow
Jackets on Dec 7, W (12-0). The next day on Dec 8, at the Polo
Grounds, the Giants pounded the Frankford Yellow Jackets W 31—
0. In the season finale, at Chicago, on Dec 15, the Giants beat the
Bears W (14-9)

1929-1931 Top Giants Players Benny Friedman

Benny Friedman is not a name you'll hear
thrown around with some of the best
quarterbacks of all time, but he definitely
deserves a spot on this list despite only
playing three seasons with the Giants.

In his incredible 1928 season, he led the
league in passing touchdowns, rushing
touchdowns, and extra-point kicks. It
impressed Giants owner Tim Mara so
much that he bought the Detroit
Wolverines so he could secure Friedman's
services.

As the Hall of Fame website notes, it is
believed his career completion percentage
was more than 50 percent, which is
unbelievable considering 35 percent was
good at the time.

In his first season with the Giants, he
became the first passer to toss 20
touchdowns. He was elected as first team
All Pro in his first four seasons in the NFL.
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1930 New York Giants Coach #4 Le Roy Andrews

The New York Football Giants represented the City of New York in
the NFL’s 1930 professional football season. The 1930 New York
Giants football team competed in their sixth season of Professional
National Football League (NFL) football. They were led by LeRoy
Andrews in his second and last of two seasons as head coach of the
Giants. Benny Friedman and Steve Owen together coached the last
two games of the season.

As noted, this was the franchise's 6th season in the NFL. Games
were played in the Polo Grounds. It was a great season as the Detroit
acquisition continued to pay off. The team finished in 2™ place with a
13-4-1 record after again almost winning the title.

The season began with a convincing win away on Sep 17, 1930
against the Newark Tornadoes W (32—-0). On Sep 28, at Providence,
the Giants beat the Steam Roller W (27-7). Then at Green Bay, the
Giants lost a close game to the Packers on Oct 5, 1930 L (14-7). At
Chicago, on Oct 12, the Giants shut out the Bears W (12-0). Still in
Chicago, on Oct 16, the Giants beat the Cardinals W (25-12). Then
playing against the forerunners to the Philadelphia Eagles, on Oct 19,
the Giants smothered the Frankford Yellow Jackets W (53-0).

On Oct 26, the Giants defeated the Providence Steam Roller W (25—
0). At home, at the Polo Grounds on Oct 30, the Giants clipped the
Newark Tornadoes W (34-7). The Giants edged out the Staten Island
Stapletons on Nov 2, W (9-7). Then, on Nov 5, at Portsmouth, the
Giants defeated the Spartans W (19-6). On Nov 9at Chicago, the
Giants beat the Cardinals W (13-7). At home on Nov 16, the Giants
shut out the Chicago Bears L (0-12).
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<< Coach Benny Friedman.

On Nov 23, at home, the Giants beat
the Green Bay Packers W (13-6).
Then, on Nov 27 at Staten Island, the
Stapletons edged out the Giants L (6-7)
. At home on Nov 30, the Brooklyn
Football Dodgers nosed out the Giants
L (6-7). Then, on Dec 6, at Frankford,
PA, the Giants defeated the Yellow
Jackets W (14-6). At Brooklyn on Dec
7, the Giants beat the Football Dodgers
W (13-0)

Three coaches were part of the Giants coaching makeup in 1930. In
addition to coach Le Roy Andrews, who coached 15 games in 1930,
Benny Friedman and Steve Owens together coached the last two
games. Steve Owens picture is shown as a player and a coach. Benny
Friedman’s picture is shown on the left above.

Benny Friedman with ball, New York Giants against Notre Dame All Stars (December 14)
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Notre Dame Couldn’t Beat Six-Year Old Giants

College football had a forty or more year start on pro football. By the
end of the 1920s, Notre Dame was regarded as one of the best teams
in college football with Knute Rockne as their famed coach.

At the same time, the New York Giants were recognized as a top
squad in the very young National Football League.

On Dec. 14, 1930, Irish head coach Knute Rockne, who once was a
pro football player himself, led a team of Notre Dame All-Stars
against the New York Giants at the Polo Grounds in an event, the
purpose of which was to raise money for the Committee on
Unemployed. The country was in the middle of the Great
Depression.

Over 55,000 fans were tickled to gather to watch this postseason
exhibition after the Giants had completed a fine season. For college
football fans, especially Notre Dame fans, they saw their Irish lose
this game L (22-0) to the Giants. Despite the “tears,” more than
$110,000 was raised for the city and since it was during the Great
Depression, it was most appreciated.

Tragically, it turned out to be the final game that Rockne ever
coached, as he died in a plane crash during the following spring. In
this ‘Strong and True’ moment, look back on one of the most unique
games in Notre Dame football history. The accompanying excerpt is
from an Associated Press article published in The Yonkers Herald.

“The difference between professional and intercollegiate football, if
any, should be strikingly demonstrated tomorrow when Knute
Rockne’s Notre Dame All Stars clash with the New York Giants of
the National Professional Football League. The game will be played
at the Polo Grounds before a crowd of 40,000 or more.

Rockne has gathered together an imposing array of talent, including
three stars of his 1930 machine, Carideo, Brill and O’Connor. Then
there will be Law, Moynihan, Cannon, Twomey, Voedisch,
Crowley, Hunsinger and a host of other heroes of other great Notre
Dame elevens.
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To oppose this group of All Stars in name and fact, the Giants will
pit one of the finest pro outfits in the country. Benny Friedman, old
Michigan quarterback, is the mainspring of the Giants attack. His
passing, as sensational as it ever was, has been a major factor in the
Giants’ successes this season. Another agile pro performer will be
Red Cagle, the flashing red head of Army fame.

NoTRE  DAris: THNYERS TRASTICIN G T Eh e AT CNAREY - hmre
i
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Among the players on the Notre Dame All-Stars were the Four Horsemen —
Harry Stuhldreher, Don Miller, Jim Crowley, and Elmer Layden.
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Rockne cared more for
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1930 -1935 Top Giants Players Red Badgro
WR/HB/DB

Morris Hiram "Red" Badgro was born on December 1, 1902, and he
passed away at 96 years of age on July 13, 1998. Red was a football
player and a football coach who also played professional baseball. He
was inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 1981.
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He was a native of Orillia, Washington, where he attended the
University of Southern California (USC), playing baseball,
basketball, and football as an all-around athlete. He then played nine
seasons of professional football as an end for the New York Yankees
(1927-1928), New York Giants (1930-1935), and the Brooklyn
Dodgers (1936).

He was selected as a first-team All-Pro in 1931, 1933, and 1934. He
scored the first touchdown in the first NFL. Championship Game and
was a member of the 1934 New York Giants team that won the
second NFL Championship Game

Red Badgro would not necessarily
wow you with his stats or his flashy
plays. He was just a great two-way
player for a team that consistently
contended for an NFL
championship during his six years
with the Giants.

Incredibly, it took the NFL until
1933 before someone scored a
touchdown in a championship
game, and it was Red Badgro was
the first to do it, catching a 29-yard
touchdown.

Red Badgro was selected to the All-NFL team four times in his six
years with the Giants. He was mostly known for his big play
receptions and being one of the most shore tacklers in the entire
league
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Chapter 12 Giants Football Coach Steve
Owen 1930-1940

Coach # 5 Benny Friedman 1930-1931 Two games in 1930 2-0
Coach # 6 Steve Owen 1930-1953 Two games in 1930 2-0
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Coach Year

Benny Friedman 1930

Steve Owen 1930

Coach Year Rank WLT
Steve Owen 1931 5th 761
Steve Owen 1932 5th 462
Steve Owen 1933 1st 1130
Steve Owen 1934 1st 850
Steve Owen 1935 1st 930
Steve Owen 1936 3rd 561
Steve Owen 1937 2nd 632
Steve Owen 1938 1st 8§21
Steve Owen 1939 1st 911
Steve Owen 1940 3rd 641
Steve Owen 1941 1st 830
Steve Owen 1942 3rd 551
Steve Owen 1943 2nd 631
Steve Owen 1944 1st 811
Steve Owen 1945 T-3rd 361
Steve Owen 1946 1 731
Steve Owen 1947 5th 282
Steve Owen 1948 T-3rd 480
Steve Owen 1949 3rd 660
Steve Owen 1950 2nd 1020
Steve Owen 1951 2nd 921
Steve Owen 1952 T-2nd 750
Steve Owen 1953 5th 390

1931-1953 Steve Owen final record (153-100-17)

I was born in 1948 even before my grand-mom and mom tricked my
dad into acquiring a 1957 Admiral B/W Tv from Russel Daubert’s
what would now be a miniature store on Blackman Street in Wilkes-
Barre Pa. Russel got a small Admiral Franchise and my grand-mom
and mom were looking for a TV. I am not sure if color TVs were out
in the public at the time.

My dad probably knew of Steve Owen but he never talked to me
about him as I was five years old when Owen left the Giants. My dad
loved both the Giants and the Eagles and I am convinced he would
have liked Steve Owen since as I read about him, I am impressed.

Steve Owen: The Coach Who Built the Giants
Dynasty

The bulk of the information about the coaching legend, Steve Owen
has come from a great Internet piece posted by a great writer named
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Eric Kennedy. Thank you Eric for giving us all this perspective on
Steve Owen.

Below the URL, you will find the picture of Steve Owen that Eric
Kennedy felt was most appropriate to describe this great coach and
unique man. Thank you Eric for a great post.
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https://www.bigblueinteractive.com/2013/06/24/steve-owen-the-
rock-the-giants-were-built-on/

Steve Owen: The Rock The New York Giants
Were Built On

When Steve Owen, who coached the New York Giants from 1931
through 1953, died of a cerebral hemorrhage at his home in Oneida,
New York, I debated for a day whether to make the trip south for the
funeral. For a long time I had felt that I owed Owen such homage,
and I’d never again be able to pay it... I had wanted to make the
pilgrimage because it was Owen, as much as any other, who had
brought me round to the Giants and made me a fan. Unable to
conceive what my life would have been without football to cushion
the knocks; I was sure I owed him sorrow. — Frederick Exley, A
Fan’s Notes

Other than Wellington Mara, no other individual in the history of the
New York Football Giants has had a bigger impact on the franchise
than Stephen Joseph Owen. Yet sadly, Steve Owen is largely
unknown and rarely remembered by fans.

Steve Owen was a four-time All-NFL, two-way tackle who played for
the Giants from 1926 to 1931. Continuing as a player-coach, Owen
became co-head coach with Benny Friedman for the final two games
of the 1930 season. In 1931, he assumed sole head-coaching duties of
the Giants for the next 23 years until 1953. In 1954 and 1966, Owen
served as a scout with the Giants.

Thus for 30 years, during the crucial formative years of the franchise,
Owen was the most pivotal figure within the organization not named
Mara. As a player, he captained the 1927 team that won the team’s
first NFL title and held opposing teams to a single-season, record-low
total of 20 points. Then an entire generation of Giants’ fans grew up
knowing no other head coach than Steve Owen.

The first “golden age” of Giants’ football was not from 1956-63, but
from 1933-46 when, during that 14-season time span under Owen,
the Giants played in eight NFL. Championship games, winning two.
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“Steve Owen was really the rock that we built on,” said Wellington
Mara. “He was like my second father...I admired him, was greatly
attached to him, and respected him. He kind of brought me up in the
football business.”

A Wrassler from the Indian Territory

Steve Owen was born on the same day — April 21, 1898 — that
President William McKinley asked Congress to declare war on
Spain. Owen was born in Cleo Springs in the Indian Territory (now
Oklahoma), where his father had claimed land when the Cherokee
Strip was opened to settlers. Owen’s father farmed the land while his
mother became the area’s first schoolmarm.

Owen’s high school did not have a football team. “Outside of
wrasslin’, we didn’t have any time for sports,” said Owen. “We were
too busy with chores and schoolin’ and watchin’ the marshals chase
outlaws across the Cimarron River.”

By the time he was 16, Owen already weighed 220 pounds.
Apparently, his father was so proud of his strength that he would
wake up Steve in the middle of the night to wrestle some stranger he
had brought home. “I wasn’t allowed to go back to bed until I
whipped the fellow Pop brought home,” said Owen.

In the summer as a high school teenager, Owen would travel to
Texas to work the oil fields, making $3 a day for 12 hours of work.
Owen wanted to return to Texas after graduating. However, Owen’s
mom convinced him to attend Phillips University in Enid, Oklahoma
where Owen enlisted in the Student Army Training Corps with
America’s entry into the First World War. In college, Owen wrestled
professionally under the alias “Jack O’Brien” in order to protect his
amateur standing.

It was also at college where Owen was introduced to football. His
college coach told him, “Son, you now have the secret. It’s a rough
game and you’ll get hurt if you let the other fellow hit you harder
than you hit him. That’s why football is a good game. It won’t let a
man play easy. You'll learn the rules fast enough. Just remember this:
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respect every other boy on this squad and work with him. Never lose
respect for your opponent or he’ll hit you harder than you hit him.”

A Champion as a Giants Player

In 1924, Owen signed with the Kansas City Blues for $50 per game.
He also played for the Cleveland Bulldogs and Kansas City Cowboys
in 1925. The Giants were so impressed with Owen that they bought
Owen from the Cowboys in 1926 for $500.

“I had seen a lot of fat hogs go for more than they paid for me,” said
Owen, “but in those days a fat hog was a lot more valuable than a fat
tackle. I was going to New York even if I had to walk there.”

Steve Owen

Owen rapidly became one of the best players on the Giants. He
played for the Giants from 1926-1931, plus a one-game return in
1933. ”Stout Steve” captained the 1927 Championship team that
went 11-1-1. He anchored a defense that incredibly held opposing
offenses to 20 points all season. The Giants shutout 10 teams that
year and out-scored their opponents 197-20. Owen was named All-
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NFL four times during an era when tough men played 60 minutes on
both offense and defense. Depending on the source, Owen ranged
anywhere from 5’10 to 6’2”” and 215 pounds to 260 pounds. (Most
sources say 5’10” and around 245 pounds). “Stout Steve” Owen was
known as a brutal tackler.

“If a boy isn’t willing to get off the ground and hit back a little harder
than he was hit, no coach can help him,” said Owen.

“It was a one-platoon game then,” said Wellington Mara. “As Steve
Owen used to say, men were men in those days.”

“Football was a different game then,” said Owen. “The ball was
bigger and harder to pass, you couldn’t pass from closer than five
yards behind the line of scrimmage, and, in 1927, they moved the
goal posts back ten yards from the goal line. But the big difference
was the way we played the game. We were pretty much a smash-and-
shove gang. We were bone crushers, not fancy Dans.”

A Champion as a Giants Coach

Owen and QB Benny Friedman took over head coaching duties from
LeRoy Andrews for the last two games of the 1930 season. In 1931,
Owen became the Giants’ sole head coach, despite sometimes still
putting on the uniform.

“Steve Owen was the Giants’ head coach when I joined the team in
1931,” said Hall of Fame Giants’ center/linebacker Mel Hein. “It
was his first full year as head coach. Actually, Steve was player-coach
that year, but he only suited up for about three games. He was about
33 or 34 then. Steve was a very good coach, though, and all the
players respected him.”

As a head coach, Owen never signed a contract with the Mara
family. At the end of each season, from 1931 to 1953, he coached on
a simple handshake agreement.

“Life and football were similar to Owen,” said journalist and author
Gerald Eskenazi. “Neither was complicated. Appearances were not
deceiving. He judged a man by his actions, and it was as simple as
that.”
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Owen was the first NFL coach to emphasize defense, and thus,
Owen really is the grandfather of the franchise’s defensive tradition.
Upsetting fans, Owen would often go for the sure field goal rather
than gamble on the touchdown. “Steve was the first to stress the
importance of defense and the advantage of settling for field goals
instead of touchdowns,” said the Chicago Bears’ legendary George
Halas in 1953. “Every team strives today to do what Owen was
doing twenty years ago.”

Owen believed in solid, physical, fundamental football. He made
sure his players knew how to block and tackle. Owen was not splashy
and his run-oriented offenses were criticized as being too
conservative.

“If it’s new,” wrote a sportswriter, “Close-to-the-Vest Owen won'’t try
it.”

“Football is a game played down in the dirt and it always will be,”
said Owen. “There’s no use getting fancy about it.”

The NFL did not start playing championship games until 1933.
Owen’s first two seasons as head coach were underwhelming as New
York finished 7-6-1 in 1931 (fifth in the NFL) and 4-6-2 in 1932 (fifth
in the NFL).

Everything changed in 1933. The NFL inaugurated the divisional
structure combined with the NFL. Championship Game. Under
Owen, the Giants became perennial contenders and would play in
eight of NFL'’s first 14 championship games.

In 1933 and 1934, the Giants finished first in the NFL’s new Eastern
Division with 11-3 and 8-5 records, respectively. The Giants lost the
1933 Championship to the Chicago Bears in a nail biter 23-21. The
following season, New York enacted their revenge on the undefeated
13-0 Chicago Bears by winning 30-13 in the famous “sneakers” 1934
Championship Game. The Giants won the Eastern Division again in
1935 with a 9-3 record, but lost the 1935 Championship Game to the
Detroit Lions 26-7.



Chapter 12 Giants Football Coach Steve Owen 1930-1940 133

1934 New York Giants

After a two-year hiatus from the playoffs, the Giants won the Eastern
Division in 1938 (8-2-1) and 1939 (9-1-1). The Giants beat the
Packers 23-17 in a thrilling Championship Game in New York in
1938, but lost the 1939 Championship Game in Milwaukee to the
Packers 27-0.

In the next seven seasons, the Giants would win the Eastern Division
three more times and tie for the division lead in another season. But
the Giants would lose all four post-season games, including the three
Championship Games and the division tie-breaker. The Bears beat
the Giants in the Championship Game in 1941 (39-7) and 1946 (24-
14), and the Packers beat the Giants in the 1944 Championship
Game (14-7). The Giants also lost the divisional tie-breaker 28-0 to
the Redskins in 1943. From 1942-45, many of the Giants’ best
players had gone off to fight the Germans and Japanese.

Appearing in eight NFL. Championships in 14 years was a
remarkable run. However, Owen’s luster began to fade after the 1946
season. The Giants fell to 2-8-2 in 1947, 4-8 in 1948, and 6-6 in 1949.
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“I still didn’t know much about football,” said Giants’ owner Tim
Mara, “but I knew from what my sons told me that what was
happening to us wasn’t the coach’s fault. We just weren’t giving
Owen the players to win, and that was our fault, not his.”
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Despite the introduction of the powerhouse Cleveland Browns into
the Giants’ division, Owen’s Giants rebounded in 1950 (10-2, first-
place divisional tie), 1951 (9-2-1, second place), and 1952 (7-5,

second place). Nevertheless, when the Giants fell to 3-9 in 1953, the
writing was on the wall for Owen and the Giants.
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Steve Owen (M1ddle) at 1941 Pro Bowl

It had been seven years since the Giants played in a Championship
Game and 15 years without a post-season victory. The game was
entering the modern era, with more attention to detail and complex
new offensive innovations. It was clear the NFL was changing but
Owen wasn’t. It was time to go.
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In the waning moments of his last game as head coach of the Giants
—a 27-16 loss to the Detroit Lions in December 1953 — television
cameras showed Owen standing alone on the sidelines in tears.

Officially, Owen “resigned” but he was forced to do so. Wellington
Mara said the decision to let Owen go was extremely difficult. “It
was like telling your father you’re putting him out of your home,”
said Mara.

“You’ve got a place with the Giants as long as you live, Steve,” said
Jack Mara to Owen. “I hope you know that.”

Owen served as a scout with the Giants briefly, but then he moved
on. “He was hurt and wanted no part of that,” said Wellington Mara.

The Innovator

Owen was criticized for being unimaginative. But not only is he
recognized as the first NFL head coach to focus on defense, Owen is
credited with several important innovations.

In the old NFL, player substitution was restricted. If a player left the
field, he couldn’t return until the next quarter. There were no
separate offensive, defensive, and special teams’ units. Most teams
played their 11 two-way starters until they dropped. By the fourth
quarter, the best players were usually hurt or out of gas. In 1937,
Owen was the first head coach to develop a two-platoon system by
maintaining two relatively equal squads and substituting 10 starters at
the end of the first and third quarters. (Because he was so valuable,
center/linebacker Mel Hein continued to play a full 60 minutes).
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Steve dwen Ken Strong, and Ward Cuff in 1939

“To start with, (the two-platoon system) lessens the wear and tear on
the individual player,” said Owen. “He doesn’t play enough to get
tired and therefore is better able to absorb the bumps that go with the
play. But more important I think is the effect on team morale. I find
that a rivalry has risen between my A and B squads. Each one wants
to outdo the other and that’s incentive to keep ’em driving. So long as
I can keep my two squads intact, I'm convinced the Giants will
continue to win.”

Owen also devised the A-formation in 1937, which at the time was
considered a radical offensive concept. After showing one offensive
set, the Giants would then shift into the single wing, double wing,
punt formation, or the A-formation. In the A-formation, the Giants
would unbalance their line to one side and overbalance the backfield
to the other side.

“He split his lineman and placed four on the right side of the center
and just an end and tackle on the left,” said Giants’ fullback/safety
Hank Soar. “He put the wingback behind the weak side end, the
blocker behind the weak side tackle, the tailback four yards behind
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the center with the quarterback a yard in front of him and to his
right.”

The A-formation was difficult to defend because the center could
snap the football to one of three players — the quarterback, fullback,
or blocking back. And either the quarterback or fullback could throw
the football. The Giants were the only team to use the A-formation
because it required having a great center, and the Giants were
fortunate enough to have the best in the game, Mel Hein.

Steve Ov;:n at the Blackboard in 1939

Owen was at heart a defensive coach and he was not afraid to
innovate on defense. Teams traditionally used seven-man defensive
lines, but Owen experimented with six- and five-man fronts. In 1937,
he moved the Giants to a 5-3-3 defense.

“Even as a player Steve was conscious of the importance of a good
defense,” said Soar. “He tried to convince his coach to use such
radical departures from the standard defenses as five and six-man
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lines. When he became coach of the Giants he put his ideas into
action. We had stunting linemen, rushing linebackers although we
did not call it the blitz, and as the safety man I often performed what
1s now called the safety blitz. We had a very good pass defense and
fellows like (Sammy) Baugh, (Cecil) Isbell, and (Don) Hutson seldom
had good days against us.”

In 1950, Owen is also credited with creating the umbrella defense,
which was largely designed to stop the dynamic passing attack of QB
Otto Graham and the Cleveland Browns. The umbrella employed a
6-1-4 formation that would have the ends drop into coverage, placing
the defensive emphasis on coverage rather than the pass rush. It was
a novel concept at the time and it worked like a charm against the
super-talented Browns for a few years.

In fact, Owen’s Giants won four of their six regular-season meetings
against the Browns from 1950-52. The 10-2 Giants were the only
team to beat the Browns (twice) in 1950, including shutting
Cleveland out for the first time ever, but New York lost the divisional
playoff to Cleveland 8-3. This was the start of the great Giants-
Browns rivalry of the 1950’s as New York proved to be Cleveland’s
greatest nemesis.

Tom Landry was a defensive back in Owen’s umbrella defense, along
with Hall of Fame defensive back Emlen Tunnell. A few years later,
as Giants’ defensive coordinator, Landry would tweak Owen’s
umbrella defense, creating the modern 4-3 defense.

Owen Comes Home

After Owen “resigned,” he remained with the Giants briefly as a
scout in 1954. He went on to do some coaching with South Carolina,
Baylor, and the Eagles. Owen then served as head coach for the
CFL’s Toronto Argonauts (1959), Calgary Stampeders (1960), and
Saskatchewan Roughriders (1961-62). Owen was named CFL Coach
of the Year in 1962.

Owen suffered a heart attack late in 1962 and he resigned from the
Roughriders in January 1963. Unable to stay away from football,
Owen became the head coach of the United Football League’s
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Syracuse Stormers in March 1963. But the Stormers finished the
season winless at 0-12.

After coaching the Stormers, Owen came home. “Do you think you
could find a job for a broken-down old coach?” Owen asked Jack
Mara. “I know we can,” said Mara. “We can always make room for
another scout.”

Steve Owen died on May 17, 1964 at the age of 66 after suffering a
terminal cerebral hemorrhage. He was survived by his second wife
Miriam who passed away in 2001 at the age of 90. Both are buried in
St. Patrick’s Cemetery in Oneida, New York. (Owen'’s first wife
Florence passed away in 1933 in Boston, during training camp).

Steve Oen and Miriam Sweeney in 1935


https://www.bigblueinteractive.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/Owen-_20_.jpg

140 Great Moments in New York Giants Football

At the time of his death, Arthur Daley of The New York Times
wrote, “It was only fitting that stout Steve should have been a
member of the Giant organization when he died yesterday...It is
quite possible that no professional coach ever inspired more love,
devotion, and admiration among his players than did Steve. The only
counterpart was Knute Rockne at Notre Dame. A might stout fella
was Owen. The Giants and all professional football owe him much
for his contributions.”

Owen was inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame two years
later in 1966. The Hall later named him to the “All-NFL Team of the
1920’s.”

As a player, Steve Owen anchored and captained the Giants’ 1927
Championship team. As head coach for nearly a quarter century,
Owen’s Giants accrued a 153-100-17 regular-season record. No other
Giants’ head coach comes close to matching Owen’s win total. His
Giants won eight division titles and two NFL Championships. He
began New York’s storied defensive tradition, and created the two-
platoon system, the A-formation, and the umbrella defense.

As a Hall of Fame player and a coach, Steve Owen was a Giant
among men.

1930 New York Giants Coach #5 Benny Friedman
1930 New York Giants Coach #6 Steve Owen
1931 New York Giants Coach #6 Steve Owen

The New York Football Giants represented the City of New York in
the NFL’s 1931 professional football season. The 1931 New York
Giants football team competed in their seventh season of Professional
National Football League (NFL) football. They were led by Steve
Owen in his second season and first full season of twenty-four
seasons as head coach of the Giants. Benny Friedman and Steve
Owen had teamed up to coach together in the last two games of the
prior season.

As noted, this was the franchise's 7th season in the NFL. Games
were played in the Polo Grounds. It was a winning season but not as
superior as the prior two years. The team finished in 5th place with a
7-6-1 record.
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The season began with a close win away on Sep 27, 1931 against the
Providence Steam Roller W (14-6). On Sep 30, at Portsmouth, the
Giants lost to the Spartans L 6-14) Then at Green Bay, the Giants
lost to the Packers on Oct 4, 1930 L (7-27). At Chicago, on Oct 11,
the Giants shut out the Bears W (6-0). At Staten Island, on Oct 18,
the Giants beat the Stapletons W (7-10).

At home on Oct 25, the Giants whopped the Brooklyn Dodgers in a
shutout W (27-0). On Nov 1, the Giants shut out the Portsmouth
Spartans W (14-0). Then in the Polo Grounds, on Nov 8, the Giants
beat the Frankford Yellow Jackets W (13-0). At home again, on Nov
15, the Giants were upset by the Chicago Bears L(6-12). Then, on
Nov 22, the Green Bay Packers beat the Giants at the Polo Grounds
in NY L (10-14) .

At Staten Island on Nov 26, the Stapletons nipped the Giants L (6-9).
On Nov 29 at home, the Giants tied the Providence Steam Roller T
(0-0). On Dec 6 at Brooklyn, the Giants came out of its slump to beat
the Dodgers W (19-6). Then, in the season finale on Dec 13, at
Chicago, the Giants triumphed over the Bears. W (25-6)

1931 -1945 Top Giants Players Mel Hein OL

If there is
anyone
who could
challenge
Rosey
Brown as
the Giants
best
offensive
lineman
ever, it's
Mel Hein. Hein is the first and only offensive lineman to win the
MVP award, playing 15 years with the Giants and never missing a
single game due to injury.
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He retired in 1945 and was one of the first inductees in to the Hall of
Fame when it opened in 1963. He was named the starting center on
the NFL's 50th anniversary team, and even named No. 74 on The
Sporting News' Top 100 players of all time.

Hein was Chuck Bednarik before there was a Chuck Bednarik; he
dominated as the team's starting center and middle linebacker, often
making as many plays on defense as he did opening holes on offense.

According to the Pro Football Hall of Fame website, Hein played 60
minutes a game and only called a timeout for himself once, so the
people on the sideline could repair a broken nose and he could get
back in to the game.

1932 New York Giants Coach #6 Steve Owen

The New York Football Giants represented the City of New York in
the NFL’s 1932 professional football season. The 1932 New York
Giants football team competed in their eighth season of Professional
National Football League (NFL) football. They were led by Steve
Owen in his third season of twenty-four as head coach of the Giants.

As noted, this was the franchise's 8" season in the NFL. Games were
played in the Polo Grounds. It was a losing season but the team was
about to turn the corner. The team finished in 5th place with a 4-6-2
record.

The season began with a close loss away on Sep 25, 1932 against the
Portsmouth Spartans L (0-7)). On Oct 2, at Green Bay, the Giants
lost to the Packers L (0-13) Then at Boston, the Braves beat the
Giants on Oct 9, L (6-14) At Brooklyn, on Oct 16, the Giants beat the
Dodgers W (20-12) At home on Oct 23, the Giants tied the Braves T
(0-0). Then, the Giants finished the first half of the season at 1-4-1 at
home with a loss against the Portsmouth Spartans L (6-0)

Playing at home in the Polo Grounds, the Giants had a renewed
sense of determination on Nov 6, but they lost nonetheless against
the Chicago Bears L (28-8). One week later, they got their winning
ways back with a nice win on Nov 13, against the Staten Island
Stapletons W (27-7). They then beat Green Bay’s Packers at home
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On Nov 20, W (6-0). Then at Staten Island on Nov 24, the Giants
tied the Stapletons T (13—13). On Nov 27 at Brooklyn, the Giants
beat the DodgersW (13-7). The Giants lost its final season game on
Dec 4 against the Chicago Bears L (0-6) giving the team a losing
record for the year.

1933 New York Giants Coach #6 Steve Owen

The New York Football Giants represented the City of New York in
the NFL’s 1933 professional football season. The 1933 New York
Giants football team competed in their ninth season of Professional
National Football League (NFL) football. They were led by Steve
Owen in his fourth season of twenty-four as head coach of the
Giants.

As noted, this was the franchise's 9" season in the NFL. Games were
played in the Polo Grounds. It was a losing season but the team was
about to turn the corner. The team finished in 1¥ place in the
Division with a 11-3-0 record. They lost the championship game
against the Chicago Bears

The season began with a nice win against the Pirates away at
Pittsburgh on Sep 20, 1933 W (23-2) On Sep 24, at Portsmouth, the
Spartans defeated the Giants L (7-17). On Oct 1 at Green Bay, the
Giants beat the Packers W (10-7) Then at Boston on Oct 8, the
Redskins edged the Giants L (20-21) The Eagles entered the NFL in
1933 by upgrading the Frankford Yellow Jackets team to become the
Eagles. Philadelphia then played the Giants on Oct 15 in the Polo
Grounds and NY walloped the Eagles W (56-0). On Oct 22, at home,
the Giants then beat the Brooklyn Dodgers W (21-7).

At Chicago on Oct 29, the Bears edged out the Giants L (10-14). On
Nov 5 at home, the Giants defeated the Portsmouth Spartans W (13—
10) At home on Nov 12, NY defeated the Boston Redskins W (7-0).
Back at the Polo Grounds again on Nov 19, the Giants nosed out the
Chicago Bears Dby a field goal W (3—0). On Nov 26 at home in the
Polo Grounds, the Giants beat the Green Bay Packers W (17-6).
Then, on Nov 30 at Brooklyn, the Giants defeated the Dodgers W
(10-0). On Dec 3, the Giants defeated the Pittsburgh Pirates at the
Polo Grounds W (27-3). In the regular season finale at the Polo
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Grounds, the Philadelphia Eagles put up a good fight but the Giants
defeated them on Dec 10 W (20-14).

1933-1947 Top Giants Players Ken Strong
FB/HB/K

Ken Strong played for a lot of different teams and a lot of different
Giants teams as shown in the list below:

Staten Island Stapletons (1929-1932)
New York Giants (1933—-1935)

New York Yankees (1936-1937)
Jersey City Giants (1938)

New York Giants (1939)

Jersey City Giants (1940)

New York Giants 1944-1947)

Elmer Kenneth Strong was born on April 21, 1906 and he passed
away on October 5, 1979. He played at the halfback and fullback
positions and he was also a fine minor league baseball player.
Considered one of the greatest all-around football players in the early
decades of the game, he was inducted into the College Football Hall
of Fame in 1957 and the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 1967 and he
was named to the NFL 1930s All-Decade Team.

He had a great name that matched his abilities. Ken Strong was
another one of those dependable players who could do just about
everything on a football field. Though he spent most of the time
carrying the rock, he also doubled as the team's place kicker on
occasion
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His last name
certainly did him
justice as 206 1bs.
was huge for a
tail back in those
days.

In the 1934
championship
game he set the
record for most
points scored by
one person with
17—two
touchdowns, two
extra points, and
one field goal.
The record
would stand for
30 years.

Strong made the
All-NFL team
five times with
four different
New York franchises, eight of those years being with the Giants.

Giants Play for NFL Championship

The Eagles win in the last regular season game cinched first place in
the Division for the Giants propelling them into the League
Championship Game against the Chicago Bears at Chicago. In the
regular season, the teams split in their matches so it was anybody’s
guess. In a hard-fought nail biter game, Chicago prevailed and were
crowned champions of the NFL in the Championship game played
on Dec 17, 1933 L (21-23).

The 1933 NFL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME Recap
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Pro football was growing up.

The prior NFL year, in 1932, the Chicago Bears beat the Portsmouth
Spartans (now the Detroit Lions) 9-0 in the National Football
League's first post-season game ever. During the off-season, sweeping
changes occurred to the NFL, one of which called for the league to
be divided into two divisions.

At the end of the 1933 regular season, the NFL held a championship
game that pitted the two division winners in the title bout to
determine the world champions of pro football.

So, on December 17, 1933, the Bears hosted the New York Giants at
Wrigley Field in Chicago in the NFL's inaugural championship
game.

The game, witnessed by an estimated 26,000 fans, lived up to its
billing. The contest featured lots of offense by both teams. After two
field goals by the Bears' Jack Manders, the Giants responded with the
first touchdown in NFL championship game history when Hall of
Famer Morris "Red" Badgro connected with Harry Newman on a 29-
yard touchdown play to put the Giants in the lead, 7-6.

The game remained close throughout the second half as well. The
Bears went ahead on a Manders' 15-yard field goal before the Giants

responded with a one-yard run by Max Krause to regain the lead, 14-
9.

A lot of big-name players were in this game.

Hall of Fame fullback Bronko Nagurski, for example, led the charge
for Chicago as he gained 65 yards rushing on the day but more
importantly, the threw an 8-yard pass to end Billy Karr to put the
Bears in front by two in the third quarter. The Giants once again
pulled ahead when Newman hauled in his second touchdown pass of
the game, an eight-yarder from Hall of Famer Ken Strong. It looked
good for the Giants but emotions turn games around in football, and
this was a Chicago home game.
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In the closing minutes of the game with the Giants leading 21-16,
Nagurski threw 14 yards downfield to fellow Hall of Famer Bill
Hewitt who quickly and wisely lateraled the ball to Karr who raced
into the end zone to give the Bears the victory. It happened just that
fast. The winners got a bigger payday than the losers but at today’s
prices nobody could have had an extended night out.

For their efforts, each member of the Bears earned a whopping
$210.34 while the Giants players were awarded $140.22 each. By
comparison, the New England Patriots, winners of Super Bowl XLIX
took home $97,000 and each player on the Seattle Seahawks received
$49,000.

It is good reading to know that Hall of Fame members in the '33
Championship Game included Chicago Bears Red Grange, George
Halas (coach), Bill Hewitt, Link Lyman, George Musso, and
Bronko Nagurski

New York Giants stars included Red Badgro, Ray Flaherty, Mel
Hein, Ken Strong, Tim Mara (owner), and Steve Owen (coach)

What a game! What a cast of all-star players in the game!

1934 New York Giants Coach #6 Steve Owen

The New York Football Giants represented the City of New York in
the NFL’s 1934 professional football season. The 1934 New York
Giants football team competed in their tenth season of Professional
National Football League (NFL) football. They were led by Steve
Owen in his fifth season of twenty-four as head coach of the Giants.

As noted, this was the franchise's 10" season in the NFL. Games
were played in the Polo Grounds. It was a great season which
produced a Division Championship and a second NFL League
Championship for the Giants.

The team finished in 1* place in the Division with an 8-5-0 record.
They then spoiled the Chicago Bears unbeaten season by pushing
them around in the NFL. Championship Game. Of course, Chicago
did not see it that way.
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As noted, the 1934 New York Giants season was the franchise's 10th
season in the National Football League. It seems like yesterday that

we began to read this book but this season recounts the tenth episode
for NFL football for the Giants.

This year, the Giants were thrilled to have denied the Bears a perfect
season as the team went on to win what would become known as the
"Sneakers Game". More on this after we replay the season for you.

The season began with a nice game but a loss nonetheless at the
Detroit Lions on Sep 23, 1934, in which the Giants lost despite a
great effort L (0-9). Still not able to climb out of this season’s hole, at
Green Bay, the Giants were beaten for the second game in a row L
(6-20). On Oct 3, 1934 at Pittsburgh, the Giants got win # 1 when
they beat the Pirates W (14—-12). On Oct 7, the Giants kept the streak
alive at 2 wins at Boston’s Redskins W (16-13). At home in the Polo
Grounds on Oct 14, the Giants shut out the Brooklyn Dodgers W
(14-0). Then, on Oct 21, NY whopped the Pittsburgh Pirates W
(17-7). Still undefeated against the new nemesis Eagles, the Giants
shut out Philadelphia on Oct 28 W (17-0).

At Chicago on Nov 4, the Giants were defeated by the Bears L (27—
70. Then, on Nov 11 at home, NY prevailed against the Green Bay
Packers W (17-3). Still at home in the Polo Grounds the following
week, on Nov 18, the Chicago Bears nosed out the Giants L (9-10).
The Giants recovered against the Boston Redskins at home on Nov
25, by a single field goal W (3-0).

At Brooklyn on Nov 29, the NY Giants pounded the Dodgers to a
shutout victory W (27-0). Then, despite a fine season, on Dec 2, the
Giants destiny seemed to be to finally lose to the Philadelphia Eagles
L (0-6) in just the second year for the Eagles in the league It was the
beginning of a give and take between these two rivals that continues
to this day.

1935 New York Giants Coach #6 Steve Owen

The New York Football Giants represented the City of New York in
the NFL’s 1935 professional football season. The 1935 New York
Giants football team competed in their eleventh season of
Professional National Football League (NFL) football. They were led
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by Steve Owen in his sixth season of twenty-four as head coach of the
Giants.

As noted, this was the franchise's 11" season in the NFL. Games
were played in the Polo Grounds. It was another great season which
produced a Division Championship and a try for a third NFL League
Championship for the Giants. They did not win all the marbles as
they were beaten at Detroit by the Detroit Lions on Dec 15, 1935 L
(7-26) Though the team finished in 1* place in the Division with a 9-
3-0 record. They were then whooped by Detroit in the championship
game.

As noted, the 1935 New York Giants season was the franchise's 11th
season in the National Football League. It seems like yesterday that
we began to read this book but this season recounts the eleventh
episode for NFL football for the Giants. This year, there would be no
league championship.

The season began with a powerful display of offense by the NY
Football Giants against the Pittsburgh Pirates on Sep 22, 1935. On
Sep 29, at Green Bay, the Packers beat the Giants L (7-16). Then, the
Giants were ready to win and did on Oct 6 v the Boston Redskins W
(20-12). At home, on Oct 13, , the Giants edged out the Brooklyn
Dodgers W (10-7). On Oct 20, at home, the Giants, off to another
remarkable season, beat the Boston Redskins W (17-6). Hosting a
Chicago team on Oct 27, 1935 at the Polo Grounds, the Giants lost a
nail-biter to the CardinalsL (13-14) ,

At the Polo Grounds, the Giants were whooped on  Nov 3, 1935 as
the Chicago Bears got the victory. Removing the dust and cleaning
out the game wounds, the Giants made the trek to Chicago to replay
the Nov 3 game on Nov 17 and this time, they did not give an inch.
They kicked a field goal to break the scoreless tie against the Chicago
Bears and the NY Giants went home with the victory W (3-0)

On Nov 24, the Giants got it together to beat the Philadelphia Eagles
W (10-0). At Brooklyn, on Nov 28, the Giants shut out the Dodgers
W 21-0. Off to play the Eagles away, the Giants no longer took the
Birds for granted and they edged the out on Dec 1, 1935 at
Philadelphia Eaglesfor the big win W (21-14). Wrapping up the
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season, on Dec 8, the NY Giants got the best of the Pittsburgh Pirates
W (13-0). That was the 1935 season with Steve Owen as the Giants’
coach.

1936 New York Giants Coach #6 Steve Owen

The New York Football Giants represented the City of New York in
the NFL’s 1936 professional football season. The 1936 New York
Giants football team competed in their twelfth season of Professional
National Football League (NFL) football. They were led by Steve
Owen in his seventh of twenty-four as head coach of the Giants.

As noted, this was the franchise's 12" season in the NFL. Games
were played in the Polo Grounds. It was a losing season for the
Giants in which there were no Division Championships or even
attempts for an NFL League Championship. At 5-6-1, New York did
not come close to winning all the marbles and in fact would have
been happy with just a marble or two.

The season began with a losing effort at Philadelphia as the Eagles
beat the Giants on Sep 13, 1935 L (7-10). On Sep 27, at Pittsburgh,
the Pirates beat the Giants L (7-10). On Oct 4, the Giants shutout the
Boston Redskins W (7-0). On Oct 11, at home, the Giants, tied the
Brooklyn Dodgers T (10-10). Hosting a Chicago team on Oct 18, at
the Polo Grounds, the Giants beat the CardinalsW (14-6). On
Octr25, at home, the Giants beat the Philadelphia Eagles W (21-17).

On Nov 1, NY beat the Detroit Lions W (14-7). Then, on Nov 8, at
Chicago, the Bears pounded the Giants L (7-25). At Detroit on Nov
15, the Lions blanked the Giants L (38-0). At home in the Polo
Grounds on Nov 22, the Green Bay Packers got the best of the
Giants L (14-26). At Brooklyn on Nov 26, , the Giants prevailed
against the Dodgers W (14-0). In the season finale on Dec 6, the
Giants lost to the Boston Redskins L (0-14).

1936 -1943 Top Giants Players Tuffy Leemans
FB/HB
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"Tufty" Leemans
certainly embodied
his "tuff" first
name by doing just
about anything
and everything a
team asked of him.
He was the team's
fullback and
halfback rushing
for over 3,000
yards, had over
400 receiving
yards, and over
2,000 yards as a
passer. He also
played defense and
returned punts.

Leemans made the
All-Pro team in
each of his first
seven seasons with the Giants; it's no coincidence they were
contenders during that time due to the great play of guys like
Leemans and Strong.

To put it in plainly, there was nothing on the field Leemans couldn't
do, and he made a name for himself that way. After his retirement in
1941, the Giants named December 7 "Tuffy Leemans Day."

Leemans' addition to the Giants in the first ever NFL draft in 1936
has an interesting story. Tim Mara was the Giants owner at the time
when his young high school son Wellington told him of an incredibly
talented player out of George Washington University.

The Giants drafted Leemans in the second round of that draft and
Wellington would become the Giants longtime owner from 1959 to
2005. He has since passed on the team to his son John; the Giants are
one of very few remaining franchises who still have their original
family owners.
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1937 New York Giants Coach #6 Steve Owen

The New York Football Giants represented the City of New York in
the NFL’s 1937 professional football season. The 1937 New York
Giants football team competed in their thirteenth season of
Professional National Football League (NFL) football. They played
in the Eastern Division. They were led by Steve Owen in his eighth
of twenty-four seasons as head coach of the Giants.

As noted, this was the franchise's 13th season in the NFL. Games
were played in the Polo Grounds. It was a winning season for the
Giants in which there was no Division Championship for the Giants
and surely no NFL League Championship. At 6-3-2, New York came
in 2" place in the Division, which was a respectable year for sure.

After the disappointing 1936 NFL title game, George Preston
Marshall had the team moved to his home area in Washington, D.C.
on February 13, 1937. He retained the name “Redskins” although it
was now out of context. The team then shared Griffith Stadium with
the Washington Senators baseball team. The season began with a
losing effort L (3-13) on Sep 16, 1937, at Washington, the new home
town for the Redskins.

On Sep 27, at Pittsburgh, the Giants beat the Pirates W (10-7). On
Oct 3, at Philadelphia, the Giants beat the Eagles W (16-7). Two
Weeks later at home, the Giants shut out the Eagles W (21-0). In
another W (21-0) win, on Oct 24, at home, the Giants prevailed
against the Brooklyn Dodgers W (21-0). Then, on Oct 31, at home,
the NY Giants tied the Chicago Bears T (3-3).

On Nov 7 at home, the Giants shut out the Pittsburgh Pirates W (17—
0). Then, on Nov 14, 1937 at New York. The Giants were beaten by
the Detroit Lions L (0-17). On Nov 21 at home, the Giants beat the
Green Bay Packers W (10-0). At Brooklyn on Nov 25, the Giants
tied the Dodgers T (13—13). On Dec 5, in the season finale, at home,
the Washington Redskins pounded the NY Giants L (14-49).

1938 New York Giants Coach #6 Steve Owen
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The New York Football Giants represented the City of New York in
the NFL’s 1938 professional football season. The 1938 New York
Giants football team competed in their fourteenth season of
Professional National Football League (NFL) football. They played
in the Eastern Division. The team was led by Steve Owen in his ninth
of twenty-four seasons as head coach of the Giants.

As noted, this was the franchise's 14th season in the NFL. Games
were played in the Polo Grounds. It was a winning season for the
Giants in which they won the Division Championship and the NFL
League Championship. At 8-2-1, New York came in 1st place in the
Division, and they won all the marbles for the year- a great year for
sure. This was Owen’s second NFL championship and New York’s
third.

The Giants kicked off the season on September 11, 1938 at
Pittsburgh, defeating the Pirates W (27-14). They had a bye in week
2 and then on Sep 25, they received their first defeat at the hands of
the Eagles in Philadelphia L (10-14). They lost their second game in a
row and last loss of the season on Oct 3 at home against the
Pittsburgh Pirates L (10-13). At Washington on Oct 9, the Giants
beat the Redskins W (10-7). Then, on Oct 16 at home, the Giants
beat the Philadelphia EaglesW (17-7). On Oct 23 at home, the NY
Giants beat the Brooklyn Dodgers W (28—14). On Oct 30, the Giants
drew a bye week.

On Nov 6, the Giants defeated the Chicago Cardinals W (6-0). Then,
at home again on Nov 13, the NY Giants shutout the Cleveland
Rams W (28-0). On Nov 20 at home against the Green Bay
Packers, the Giants prevailed W (15-3). At Brooklyn on Nov 24, the
Giants tied the Dodgers T 7-7. The Giants put a wallop on the
Washington Redskins on Dec 4 W (36-0) to complete the regular
season

1938 NFL Championship Game
Giants 23 Packers 17
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On December 11, at the Polo Grounds in NY City, the Giants held
the lead in each quarter of the Championship game and defeated the
Green Bay Packers W (23-17) before 48,120 fans.

Our thanks to The Coffin Corner for providing this recap of the 1838
Championship Game held on December 11, 1938, at New York.

In a slam-bang championship game that saw players limp off the field
in twos and threes, the Giants overcame a Green Bay comeback to
win 23-17 before a record championship game crowd of 48,120 at the
Polo Grounds. The Packers won the statistical battle by a near-two-
to-one margin -- including 378 yards to 212 -- but New York took
scoreboard honors.

By far the most serious injury loss for Green Bay was that of Don
Hutson who went out in the second quarter after re-injuring his knee.
He returned late in the final period for a last-ditch Packers’ effort that
fell short. Arnie Herber appeared to have a drive going when he
completed a pass to Milt Gantenbein at the New York 40, but
Gantenbein was ruled to be an ineligible receiver.

New York end Jim Lee Howell blocked Clarke Hinkle's punt on the
game’s second possession to set up the game's first score, a 14-yard
field goal by Ward Cuff. Almost immediately the Giants blocked
another punt that eventually resulted in a six-yard scoring run by
Tuftfy Leemans. Before the first quarter ended, the Packers came back
to cut the score with a 40-yard touchdown pass to Mulleneaux from
Herber.

New York widened its lead again in the second quarter, when Ed
Danowski threw a 21-yard touchdown pass to rookie Hap Barnard.
Green Bay responded with a touch-down on Hinkle's one-yard run.
At the half, New York had the home crowd smiling with a 16-14
lead.

In late November, the Giants had beaten the Packers 15-3 in a
regular season game, but by then Green Bay had just about wrapped
up its division. The big question in New Yorkers’ minds as the
halftime ended was whether Hutson would return to spark the
visitors’ offense.
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He was on the bench as the second half began. Never the less, Green
Bay marched down the field to take the lead. Tiny Engebretsen’s 15-
yard field goal put Green Bay in front by a point 16-16.

Halfback Hank Soar led the Giants right back downfield. He carried
the ball five times and caught one pass before making a leaping grab
from Danowski at the goal line, and dragging Hinkle over for the
winning score.

With their win, the Giants became the first team to win two
championship games since the league split into two divisions in 1933.
Their previous victory was in the famous “Sneakers” game of 1934.
New York also won the 1927 title when the crown was awarded to
the team with the best season record.

The victory earned each winning Giant $900.00 and each Packer
$700.00.

1939 New York Giants Coach #6 Steve Owen

The New York Football Giants represented the City of New York in
the NFL’s 1939 professional football season. The 1939 New York
Giants football team competed in their fifteenth season of
Professional National Football League (NFL) football. They played
in the Eastern Division. The team was led by Steve Owen in his tenth
of twenty-four seasons as head coach of the Giants.

As noted, this was the franchise's 15th season in the NFL. Games
were played in the Polo Grounds. It was a winning season for the
Giants in which they won the Division Championship and the NFL
League Championship. At 9-1-1, New York came in 1st place in the
Division, but they lost the NFL Championship Game to the Green
Bay Packers L (0-27).

The Giants kicked off the season on September 24, 1938 at
Philadelphia with a nice W (13-3) win against the Eagles. On Oct 1
at Washington, Giants tied the Redskins T (0-0)). Then, on Oct 8 at
Pittsburgh, the Giants beat the Pirates W (14—7). On Oct 15 at home,
the NY Giants beat the Philadelphia Eagles W (27-10). On Oct 23,
at home, the Giants defeated the Chicago Bears W (16-13) in a close
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match. On Oct 29 at Brooklyn, the NY Giants nosed out the Dodgers
W (7-6).

On Nov 5 at Detroit, the NY Giants lost their only game of the
season in a close match against the Lions L (18-14). On Nov 12 at
home, the Giants beat the Chicago Cardinals W (17-7). Then, on
Nov 19 at home, the NY Football Giants beat the Pittsburgh Pirates
W (23-7). At home on Nov 26, the Giants beat the Brooklyn
DodgersW (28-7). In the regular season finale on Dec 3, the Giants
edged out the Washington Redskins W (9-7). The teams were tied
for first before the game and thus, this win gave New York another
Divisional Championship.

1939 NFL Championship Game
Packers 27 Giants 0

On December 11, at Wisconsin State Fair Park West Allis, Wisconsin, the
Green Bay Packers played great football and shut out the New York
Giants W (27-0) before 32,279 fans.

Our thanks to packerhistory.net for this complete game recap. As one
might expect, since this rather complete recap was produced by the
Green Bay Paper. The Press Gazette in 1939 and then reproduced by
packerhistory.net, Giants fans will surely notice that the coverage is a
bit favorable to the Packers. Yet, the reality of the game was that the
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Giants made a poor showing for themselves. There is no denying
that.

GAME RECAP (GREEN BAY PRESS-GAZETTE)
(MILWAUKEE)

- It was cold-blooded murder in broad daylight, as the Green Bay
Packers drowned the championship hopes of the New York Giants
under a 27 to 0 pasting before 32,379 enthralled fans at State Fair
park here Sunday afternoon. The margin, largest in the history of the
National league playoff series, gave the Packers their fifth undisputed
world professional football crown, and assured them of a return
engagement before an All-Star crowd at Chicago next summer.

Throughout four beautifully executed periods - with the finesse all on
the side of the Packers - the Green Bay team poured pure football
onto an archenemy which had dealt it a death blow

in the 1938 playoff, and at the close there wasn't a dissenting murmur
when the victorious Bays were hailed as the team of the season.
Never has a Green Bay squad looked better. The Packer passing was
superb, their ground game devastating. Their line held like steel, and
the New York defense crumbled under its steady charges ahead of
pounding, driving backs.

Aerially, Cecil Isbell connected twice in two attempts, one of them
being a touchdown heave to halfback Joe Laws. Arnold Herber threw
eight, of which five landed into Packer hands, and three were
intercepted. Thus, not a single Green Bay toss fell incomplete. One of
Herber's bullets was accepted by Captain Milton Gantenbein for a
touchdown. Eddie Jankowski was the third Packer to pound over the
last chalk like.

In addition to this scoring trio, some spectacular kicking was
provided by Ernie Smith and Paul (Tiny) Engebretsen, the former
booting an extra point and a 42-yard field goal, while Engebretsen
kicked two points after touchdown and a field goal from 29 yards
out.
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From this team of Packers, no individual star could be selected. To a
man, they handled their assignments to perfection. When New York
advanced, they did so strictly on their own merits against the most
bitter resistance, and whenever their counter thrusts gave indication
of approaching scoring territory, the Packers hurled them back,
savagely and completely.

INTERCEPT SIX PASSES

Six New York passes were intercepted, several at times which would
have been crucial had not the Packer offense been functioning to
such telling effect. Center Charley Brock hooked off two of the
Easterners' tosses, while others were intercepted by center Bud
Svendsen, halfback Andy Uram, end Milt Gantenbein and halfback
Jimmy Lawrence.

New York's vaunted aerial attack perished before the onrushing
Packer linemen and the alert secondary. As has been remarked, it is
hard to throw an accurate forward pass when one is sitting

down, and the Giant aerialists did most of their tossing from
extremely un-advantageous positions. Most of the time they had
Packer ends, tackle and guards crawling all over them.

BLOCKING IS TERRIFIC

The Green Bay blocking was at its best of the season, and equaled
that of any season. The charging forward line tore mammoth gaps in
the New York wall, and through these spots poured a deadly stream
of blocking backs and ball carriers, pounding out yardage which New
York gave grudgingly, but helplessly. When the ground game set up
the defense, the Packers passed, with crushing effectiveness.

And over it all the great crowd roared and cheered its approval,
chanting a steady victory hymn that matched the thud of the Green
Bay charge and counter charge. New York blew a forlorn scoring
chance early in the game, after fullback Clarke Hinkle's punt was
blocked by end Jim Poole, the opposite Giant end, Jim Lee Howell,
recovering on the Packer 44-yard line. Three plays netted nine yards,
and on fourth down Ward Cuff tried a field goal kick from 42 yards
away, but this effort was wasted. Hinkle shoved the Giants back with
a towering punt which sailed out of bounds on the New York 16-yard
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line, and when Ed Danowski's return kick was downed on the New
York 47, the Packers marched in to score.

Running plays by Isbell and Herber plus a 5-yard penalty on the
Giants, gave the Packers one first down, and they added another on
Don Hutson's end around play, a short Herber to Larry Craig
forward pass, and line plunges by Isbell and Hinkle. That brought the
ball to the New York 21-yard stripe. Isbell couldn't gain at the line,
but the Packers promptly stuck together a perfect pass play. With
Craig sweeping wide to the left, Hutson was left uncovered
momentarily, and Herber drove a pass into his arms, putting the ball
on the 6-yard stripe.

THROWS FOR TOUCHDOWN

Isbell lost a yard in a sortie at end, but on the next play Gantenbein
got loose behind the goal and Herber rammed the ball down his
throat. Engebretsen kicked the goal, and the score was 7 to 0. The
Giants tried a hopeless field goal from 52 yards away early in the
second period, with Len Barnum doing the kicking, but the try was
wide, and the Packers drove back, with Ed Jankowski and Andy
Uram doing some fine ball toting.

The attack was halted by an intercepted pass. Uram returned the
compliment a short time later by picking off one of Tuffy Leeman's
tosses. A third New York field goal was attempted late in the half,
with Cuff kicking from the 42-yard line, but this too was a failure.
Late in the half a 37-yard gain on a Danowski to Leemans toss put
the Giants on the Packer 9-yard line, distinctly threatening, but Brock
intercepted Leemans' pass on the next play and the Packers had the
ball at the intermission.

GIANTS ARE OUTFOUGHT

The Packers outfought the Giants badly as the third period started,
and when Joe Laws returned a Danowski punt 15 yards to the Green
Bay 45-yard line, the Packers moved in and scored. Two cracks at the
line by Isbell and Hinkle brought a first down, and a second came on
running plays by Isbell and Laws. The advance was checked when
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Hinkle fumbled, and on fourth down, from the 29-yard stripe,
Engebretsen kicked a perfect field goal, making the lead 10 to 0.

The Packers kicked off, the Giants' running plays were murdered by a
swift-charging Green Bay line, and when Danowski tried to pass the
toss was intercepted by Gantenbein on the New York 33-yard line.

LAWS ACCEPTS PASS

Three downs later Isbell popped a high pass which Laws hooked over
his shoulder on the 5-yard line, and the stocky Packer right halfback
drove over for a touchdown, ignoring Danowski and Leemans en-
route. That was the score that broke the Giants' resistance, for
Engebretsen's kick made the score 17 to 0.

The Giants got a break late in the third period when Johnny Dell
Isola blocked Hinkle's punt from the end zone, the New Y orkers
getting the ball on the Packer 16-yard line, but Danowski's pass on
the first play thereafter was intercepted by the ever-present Brock,
and the thrust fizzled.

Early in the last period, the Packers for underway again, aided
principally by a 31-yard gain on a pass from Herber to Harry
Jacunski. The drive failed to produce a touchdown, but on fourth
down Ernie Smith kicked his 42-yard field, and the score was 20 to 0.

SETS UP FINAL SCORE

Bud Svendsen set up the last Packer touchdown by intercepting
Barnum's forward pass and wriggling back 15 yards to the New York
15-yard line midway in the period. Uram and Jankowski hit the line,
and a double reverse which wound up with Jacunski carrying the ball
netted 11 yards for a first down on the 1-yard line. Jankowski easily
lugged it over, Smith kicked the goal, and the score was 27 to 0.

Late in the game halfback Eddie Miller did some effective passing,
and the Giants worked deep into Packer territory, but the contest
ended before they could score assuming that they would have.

1940 New York Giants Coach #6 Steve Owen
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The New York Football Giants represented the City of New York in
the NFL’s 1940 professional football season. The 1940 New York
Giants football team competed in their sixteenth season of
Professional National Football League (NFL) football. They played
in the Eastern Division. The team was led by Steve Owen in his
eleventh of twenty-four seasons as head coach of the Giants.

As noted, this was the franchise's 16th season in the NFL. Games
were played in the Polo Grounds. It was a winning season for the
Giants. At 6-4-1, New York came in 3rd place in the Division.

The Giants kicked off the season on September 15, 1938 at Pittsburgh
with a hard-fought tie T (10-10) against the Pirates. On Sept 22 at
Washington, the Redskins beat the Giants L (7-21). Then, on Sept 28
at Philadelphia, the Giants beat the Eagles W (20-14). On Oct 13 at
home, the NY Giants beat the Philadelphia Eagles W (17-7). On Oct
20, at home, the Giants defeated the Pittsburgh Steelers W (12-0). On
Oct 27 at home, the NY Giants were defeated by the Chicago Bears
W (21-37).

On Nov 3 at Brooklyn, the Giants edged out the Dodgers W (10-7).
At home on Nov 10, the Cleveland Rams shut out the Giants L (0-
13). Then, on Nov 17 at home, the Giants defeated the Green Bay
Packers W (7-3). On Nov 24, NY beat the Washington RedskinsW
(21-7). In the season finale, on Dec 1, at home, the Brooklyn
Dodgers prevailed over the NY Giants L (14-6).
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Chapter 13 Giants Football Coach Steve
Owen 1941-1953

Coach # 6 Steve Owen

g

e i, & >
Steve Owen one of best coaches of all-time wit

h Giants player on sidelines
Steve Owen 1941 1st 830
Steve Owen 1942 3rd 551
Steve Owen 1943 2nd 631
Steve Owen 1944 1 811
Steve Owen 1945 T-3rd 361
Steve Owen 1946 1 731
Steve Owen 1947 5th 282
Steve Owen 1948 T-3rd 480
Steve Owen 1949 3rd 660
Steve Owen 1950 2nd 1020
Steve Owen 1951 2nd 921
Steve Owen 1952 T-2nd 750
Steve Owen 1953 5th 390

1931-1953 Steve Owen final record (153-100-17)
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This Chapter Highlights 1941 through 1953

1941 New York Giants Coach #6 Steve Owen

The New York Football Giants represented the City of New York in
the NFL’s 1941 professional football season. The 1941 New York
Giants football team competed in their seventeenth season of
Professional National Football League (NFL) football. They played
in the Eastern Division. The team was led by Steve Owen in his
twelfth of twenty-four seasons as head coach of the Giants.

As noted, this was the franchise's 17th season in the NFL. Games
were played in the Polo Grounds. It was a winning season for the
Giants. At 8-3-0, New York came in 1st place in the Division but lost
the NFL Championship to the Bears L (9-37).

Some highlights

The Giants New York Giants were a more than just a respectable
team this year. Management had lured Ed Danowski from retirement
status; Tuffy Leemans' back finally healed, and the great Mel Hein
was talked out of a potential retirement.

The Giants rolled right through their first five games. Only the
Washington Redskins came close—within a TD of them as they
outscored their first five opponents by a mighty 122-27.
Unfortunately, the Brooklyn Dodgers were their bad penny this year.
Coached by Jock Sutherland and guided on the field by All-Pro Ace
Parker, the Dodgers were the Giants' most formidable opponent in
the season preceding WWII. The Dodgers dealt the Giants two of
their three defeats this year.

The Giants were bullying everybody in the league and back then
bullying was a good thing for a football team. They clinched the
Eastern Division title weeks in advance of the regular season finale,
but neither the American population nor any NFL players could
have been prepared for the big attack on Pearl Harbor that occurred
less than fifteen minutes before kickoff of Week 14 of the season. The
three games that day were not interrupted, but a bye week was
observed before proceeding to the championship game. Delays never
help any team that is at its peak.
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The Giants kicked off the season on September 15, 1938 at Pittsburgh
with a hard-fought tie T (10-10) against the Pirates. On Sept 22 at
Washington, the Redskins beat the Giants L (7-21). Then, on Sept 28
at Philadelphia, the Giants beat the Eagles W (20-14). On Oct 13 at
home, the NY Giants beat the Philadelphia Eagles W (17-7). On Oct
20, at home, the Giants defeated the Pittsburgh Steelers W (12-0). On
Oct 27 at home, the NY Giants were defeated by the Chicago Bears
W (21-37).

Week 1 was a pre-season bye. The Giants shut out the Philadelphia
Eagles W (24-0) on Sep 13. Then, on Sep 28, at Washington, the
Giants beat the Redskins W 17-10. At Pittsburgh. On Oct 5, the
Giants walloped the Steelers W (37-10). At home on Oct 12, the
Giants shut out the Philadelphia EaglesW (16-0). Then on Oct 19, at
home, the Giants beat the Pittsburgh Steelers W (28-7). On Oct 26 at
Brooklyn, the Dodgers edged out the Giants L (16—-13).

At Chicago on Nov 2, the Cardinals beat the Giants in a close match
L (7-10). On Nov 9, the NY Giants defeated the Detroit Lions W
(20-13). Then, at home on Nov 16, the Giants rammed the
Cleveland Rams W (49-14). They followed this big win with another
at home on Nov 23 against the Washington Redskins W (20-13).
Wrapping up the season on Dec 7, 1941, Pearl Harbor Day, the
Brooklyn Dodgers got the best of the Giants L (7-21).

1941 NFL Championship Game

Something seemed to happen to Owens teams between winning all or
most of their games and capturing the Division Title and then getting
beaten in the NFL. Championship Game. This was another of those
years. The game was played on Dec 21, 1941 after the mandatory bye
week after Dec 7, 1941--(Pearl Harbor Sneak Attack on Hawaii
beginning WW II). The New York Giants were defeated soundly by
the Chicago Bears L (9-37) The game was played at Wrigley Field in
Chicago. The attendance of 13,341 was muted substantially by the
country being at war as of December 7.
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Neither the Bears nor the Giants were strangers to Championship
games as both were making their fifth appearances in the title game,
and each had two victories. It was the third time the two teams
matched up in the big game; the home teams had won both. The
Bears won in 1933 and the Giants won in 1934. The Bears were
favored in 1941 by two touchdowns and 35,000 were expected to
attend. The game time temperature was an unseasonably warm

47 °F (8 °C) so nobody had weather as an excuse.

The hometown Bears kicked three field goals in the first half to lead
9-6 at the intermission. 2] The Giants took the opening drive of the
second half down to the five, but settled for a short field goal to tie
the score. Chicago dominated the rest of the second half after being
left off the hook on the go-ahead TD, and they scored four more
touchdowns and won by an overwhelming 37-9.]

The Bears thus became the first team in the NFL championship
game era (since 1933) to win consecutive titles. It was the franchise's
fifth league title (1927, 1932, 1933, 1940, 1941). The Giants left the
game empty handed again.

1942 New York Giants Coach #6 Steve Owen

The New York Football Giants represented the City of New York in
the NFL’s 1942 professional football season. The 1942 New York
Giants football team competed in their eighteenth season of
Professional National Football League (NFL) football. They played
in the Eastern Division. The team was led by Steve Owen in his
thirteenth of twenty-four seasons as head coach of the Giants.

As noted, this was the franchise's 18" season in the NFL. Games
were played in the Polo Grounds. It was a 50-50 season for the
Giants. At 5-5-1, New York came in 3rd place in the Division.

The Giants started the season the right way on Sep 27, 1942 at
Washington, defeating the Redskins W (14—7). At Pittsburgh on Oct
4, the Steelersbeat the Giants L (10-13). Then, at home, on Oct 11,
the Giants beat the Philadelphia EaglesW (35-17). Next on Oct 18,
at Chicago, the Bears beat New York, L (7-26) On Oct 25, at
Brooklyn, the Dodgers beat the Giants L (7-17). On Nov 1, at home,
the Pittsburgh Steelers defeated the Giants L (9-17).
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At Philadelphia on Nov 8, the Giants shut out the Eagles W (14-0).
Then at home on Nov 15, the Washington Redskins beat the Giants
L 7-14). On Nov 22 at home, the Green Bay Packers and the Giants
played to a tie T (21-21). At home on Nov 29, the NY Giants beat
the Chicago Cardinals W (21-7). In the final game of a medsa medsa
season, the Giants pulled their record up to .500 on Dec 6, 1942 with
a low-scoring shutout win against the Brooklyn Dodgers W (10-0).

1942-1944 Top NY Giants Players Al Blozis T

Albert Charles Blozis,
known as "Al", was
born on January 5,
1919, in Garfield,
New Jersey to
Lithuanian
immigrants.

Al Blozis only played
two seasons in 1942
and 1943 as well as a
few games when he
was on furlough. He
was a New York
Giant and would have
been one of the best
according to those
who observed him. He
played at an
exceptional level of
greatness in those two
seasons and the nature of his short time with the team. Most know
that it was common practice back in his day for players to end or
suspend their careers in order to serve our country, which Blozis did
during World War II.

He made the Pro Bowl in just his second season as an offensive
lineman for the Giants and could have returned from the war with a
chance for a great career, but his life was cut short in service of our
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country. Americans must have great respect for that, so, I felt
compelled to tell his story.

1943 New York Giants Coach #6 Steve Owen

The New York Football Giants represented the City of New York in
the NFL’s 1943 professional football season. The 1943 New York
Giants football team competed in their nineteenth season of
Professional National Football League (NFL) football. They played
in the Eastern Division. The team was led by Steve Owen in his
fourteenth of twenty-four seasons as head coach of the Giants.

As noted, this was the franchise's 19" season in the NFL. Games
were played in the Polo Grounds. It was a 50-50 season for the
Giants. At 6-3-1, New York finished tied for first in the Division but
lost the playoffs and thus did not get to compete for the NFL
Championship—the moral equivalent of the Super Bowl of today.
And, so the team is listed as having tied for second place.

The Steagles

Pittsburgh and Philadelphia did not have the great backing of the
Mara family and so they were scrounging to make ends meet for a
good part of their early existence. The war affected teams working on
a thin financial margin in a negative way. Pittsburgh and
Philadelphia were two such teams so they decided to stay in business
and combine their teams until the US won the war and they could get
back to business as usual.

And so, the owners who knew each other well decided to merge and
even though they had power issues and coaching issues, both teams
continued to exist after their temporary merger. They called
themselves the Steagles. This team was thus created by the
temporary merger of two National Football League (NFL) teams, the
Pittsburgh Steelers and the Philadelphia Eagles, during the 1943
season. The teams were forced to merge because both had lost many
players to military service during World War II. The NFL was young
and decided to be very accommodating to help the US military and
the league.



Chapter 13 Giants Football Coach Steve Owen 1941 to 1953 169

The Giants started the season on Oct 9, 1942 at the Steagles.
Sometimes they played in Philadelphia and sometimes they played in
Pittsburgh. Then, on Oct 17 at Brooklyn, the Giants beat the Dodgers
W (20-0). On Oct 24, at home, the Giants were able to beat the
Steagles W (42-14). At home on Oct 31, the Green Bay Packers beat
the Giants L (35-21). At Detroit on Nov 7, 1943, the Giants tied the
Lions T (0-0).

At home on Nov 14, the Giants were pummeled by the Chicago
Bears L (7-56). New York took its revenge against the Cardinals,
another Chicago team on Nov 21, 1943 with a nice win W (24-13).
At home on Nov 28, the Giants beat the Brooklyn Dodgers W (24—
7). Then, on Dec 5, NY beat the Washington Redskins W (14-10)
Again the following week against Washington, the Giants on Dec 12,
1943 in the season finale, beat the Redskins W (31-7). And so,
ended the 1943 season.

1944 New York Giants Coach #6 Steve Owen

The New York Football Giants represented the City of New York in
the NFL’s 1944 professional football season. The 1944 New York
Giants football team competed in their twentieth season of
Professional National Football League (NFL) football. They played
in the Eastern Division. The team was led by Steve Owen in his
fifteenth of twenty-four seasons as head coach of the Giants.

As noted, this was the franchise's 20th season in the NFL. Games
were played in the Polo Grounds.

It was a winning season for the Giants. At 8-1-1, New York finished
in first place in the Division but lost the NFL Championship 14-7 to
the Green Bay Packers.

The 1944 Giants have been referred to by many pundits as the
"Stingiest Defense in NFL history. It is a fact that the team only
surrendered 75 points in ten games for the whole year. With the war,
the manpower shortage for sports ventures was very real and it
created a bunch of issues on both sides of the ball for NFL teams.
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The Giants played by the same rules as everybody else with a smaller
talent pool. Nonetheless, with Steve Owen at the helm, the 1944
Giants were a truly awesome unit that excelled all others on defense.
To put this in perspective, the average NFL team scored 18 points
per game in 1944 compared to the scant 7.5 PPG average
surrendered by the Giants.

The Giants were not all D, however. QB Arnie Herber threw four
interceptions in New York's 14—7 NFL title game loss to Herber's
former team, the Packers. The 1944 Giants were a mere No. 5 in
scoring offense in the 10-team NFL. And, so they did everything but
win the league championship.

At age 34, Arnie Herber came back to the short of players NFL in
1944 to play for the New York Giants. Herber threw sparingly but
efficiently, for 651 yards and six touchdowns. As usual for Herber-led
teams from his days with the Packers, the Giants won their
conference and went to the NFL title game. Herber's old squad, the
Packers, still featuring ace receiver Don Hutson, beat the Giants 14-
7. Herber played one more season for the Giants and bowed out of
football after the 1945 season

Games of the 1944 Season

The Giants got things going in the season opener on Oct 8 at Boston
as they beat the Yanks W (22-10). Then, on Oct 15, at Brooklyn, the
Giants beat the Tigers W (14—7). Then on Oct 22, the Giants beat
Card-Pitt W (23-0)

‘Who / What was Card-Pitt?

Card-Pitt was a merged team created by the temporary joining of two
National Football League (NFL) clubs, the Pittsburgh Steelers and
the Chicago Cardinals, during the 1944 season. It gave the teams
enough players to compete but reduced the total # of NFL teams.
This was the second such merger for the Steelers, who as we
discussed had combined with the Philadelphia Eagles in 1943 to form
the "Steagles".

The Eagles were back together as a full-team in 1944 and so on Oct
29, at home, the Giants lost to the Philadelphia Eagles L (17-24).
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This was the Giants only loss of the regular season. On Nov 5, at
home, the Giants defeated the Boston Yanks W (31-0). On Nov 12,
at Philadelphia, the Eagles and Giants played to a draw T (21-21).

On Nov 19 at home, New York dominated the Green Bay Packers W
(24-0. Please note that in the League championship the Packers
regained their mettle and defeated the Giants. On Nov 26, the Giants
beat the Brooklyn Tigers W (7-0). Then, on Dec 3 at home, 1the
Giants edged out the Washington Redskins W (16-13). At
Washington the following week on Dec 10, the Giants pounded the
Redskins and took away the Eastern Division Championship W (31-
0).

NFL Championship Game

On December 17, 1944, before the war had ended, before 46,015, at
the Polo Grounds in New York, the Green Bay Packers defeated the
New York Giants in a close match L (7-14)

We provide the following Championship game recap from the
MILWAUKEE JOURNAL. Enjoy!

(NEW YORK) - The football championship of the world remained in
the West today when Green Bay’s Packers matched the bruising
might of the game’s greatest defense and conquered the New Y ork
Giants, 14 to 7. A sun bathed crowd of 46,016 saw the Packers win
their sixth world’s championship and their third since the inception
of the playoff series in 1932 with two touchdowns in the second
period, then stave off a fighting Giant eleven in the second half. The
Giants’ only score came on the first play of the fourth period on a 1-
yard plunge by Ward Cuff.

The Packers today were a team to be proud of. They accepted the
challenge with relish and proceeded from the opening kickoff to
outfight and out charge the Giants. Joe Laws, almost as old as the
Polo grounds, sparked an attack that featured Ted Fritsch, Paul
Berezney, Charlie Brock and Larry Craig. And, of course, there was
Don Hutson, who gets an assist on the game winning score. His deft
faking pulled the experienced Mel Hein, Ward Cuff and rookie
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Howie Livingston out of position to permit the touchdown pass to
Fritsch. On this day the Packers were high and vicious.

They were playing for a championship and all that went with it. In
money the victory meant $41,896.64 for them from the record
players’ poll of $81,466.51. The Giants’ share was $27,931.91. In
addition, the Packers’ reward includes the right to appear in the
Chicago All-Star game next August, a contest in which they have
made two appearances and have a .500 record. The story of the game
1s wrapped up in the statistics.

Against the finest defensive team in football, one which went through
a 10-game major league schedule on a yield of 75 points, including
five shutouts, they piled up 162 yards rushing and only 73 passing.
Nine of their 11 first downs were through New York’s vaunted line.
Only 11 times did the Packers go to the air and they completed only
three of these attempts.

The rest of the time it was Laws, Comp, Fritsch, and (Paul) Duhart
bolting through the holes where Packer linemen were bodily tossing
Giants out of their way and scampering over the lunging figures of
puzzled Giant secondary men. It was sweet revenge for the 24 to 0
thing perpetrated on the Western Division champions here some four
weeks ago — and it was revenge with a sting.

HUTSON SNARES ONE

The Packers began their first concerted drive midway in the first
period when Comp took (Len) Younce’s punt back nine yards to the
Packers’ 44-yard line. The first play was a pass, Comp to Hutson,
who fooled the Giant defenders completely and Comp hit him
expertly in the flat. But Hutson slipped after making the catch and
slid out of bounds with a 22-yard gain.

Comp’s protection miscued on the next pass and he was hit from a
blind side just as he let the ball go and Younce intercepted the throw.
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LAWS BREAKS LOOSE

An exchange of punts ended the quarter and set up the stage for the
first Packer touchdown. On the opening play of the second period,
Laws broke inside the Giants’ left tackle and bolted 21 yards to

the Giants’ 23-yard line. On the next play Fritsch smashed his way
through the same hole, broke into the clear. At the 10-yard line he
met Cuff head on, bounced the Giant out of the path and kept going
until Livingston brought him down from behind on the 1-yard line.
Laws slipped trying to score on first down. Fritsch lost a yard and
Laws was held for no gain. After a time out, during which (Lou)
Brock replaced Laws, Fritsch charged straight ahead behind
(Charley) Brock, (Buckets) Goldenberg and (Bill) Kuusisto and went
over. Hutson added the extra point.

The Packers came back from this touchdown prepared for greater
effort. They throttled the Giants completely, then in the final
minutes, got their own offense together for their second touchdown.
After Laws returned Younce’s punt 11 yards to the Packers’ 38-yard
line, Comp was dumped for a yard loss. Laws got back the yard and
three more off tackle. Comp then whipped a 25-yard pass to Laws for
a first down on the Giants’ 29-yard line. Fritsch bulled his way for
three yards inside (Al) Blozis.

GIANTS GET FOOLED

The next play found Hutson starting from right end and racing into
the deep flat. He was in the clear, but the pass fell five yards behind
him. The next play from all intents and purposes was identical.
Hutson was in the clear to the right again and the Giants were
following him attentively. Comp faked to the lanky end, then
wheeled and passed to Fritsch on the other side. He took the ball on
the 5 and dashed over. It was a gain of 26 yards and with Hutson’s
successful kick gave the Packers a 14 to 0 lead. There was no letup in
the Packers’ attack in the second half, but the Giants, who had been
roundly rocked in the first half, fought back with more gusto and
succeeded finally in making some headway offensively.
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CUFF GOES OVER

Arnie Herber, who was having some difficulty keeping Packer
lineman out of his hair, finally got away a long pass on the last play
of the period. Comp had end Frank Liebel covered perfectly on the
10-yard line, but as he reached to intercept, his feet went out from
under him on the frozen turf and the ball sailed over him into
Leibel’s arms. Fritsch finally hauled Liebel down on the 1-yard line
as the quarter ended. Cuff smashed over center on the first play of the
fourth quarter and Ken Strong kicked the extra point. Thereafter it
was a dog fight, with the Giants providing the only sustained drive of
the last quarter when they put together three first downs, two running
and one passing, for a 38-yard advance before Duhart intercepted
Herber’s pass. The Packers had the ball at the end of the game,
having taken it on downs at midfield when the Giants tried a fourth
down shovel pass maneuver, Herber to Cuff. It gained four yards but
missed by three of being a first down.

GREENBAY 0 14 0 014
NEW YORK 0 0 077

2nd - GB - Fritsch, 1-yard run (Hutson kick) GREEN BAY 7-0
2nd - GB - Fritsch, 28-yard pass from Comp (Hutson kick) GREEN BAY 14-0
4th - NY - Ward Cuff, 1-yard run (Ken Strong kick) GREEN BAY 14-7

THE LEAST-REMEMBERED CHAMPIONSHIP —
By PFRA Research

Mostly it was the war. Patton was doing his end-run through Europe,
the Marines were plunging across the Pacific, and long bombs were
what the Air Force dropped on Berlin and Tokyo.

Football — even a championship game — didn't seem all that
important to most Americans. A diversion. No more. Moreover,
many of the stars who might have lifted the 1944 NFL
Championship Game out of the commonplace were wearing khaki.
That made it hard to gauge the Packers and Giants. How would they
have fared against some of the pre-war powerhouses? Not too well,
most people agreed. Even the pairing was pedestrian.
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Baseball had been lucky. 1944 was the year the St. Louis Browns
won a pennant, lending an aura of the unusual — even the bizarre —
to the World Series. But the Packers and Giants? That was old news.
The championship game ALWAYS had the Bears or Redskins or
Packers or Giants. Was it an NFL rule?

Four decades later, it takes a good trivia expert to recall which teams
played in 1944. If he can remember who won, he gets an orange
wedge. It's a shame really. The teams were actually pretty good,
despite the loss of so many players to the military.

The Packers had Hutson, of course. Irv Comp, the passer, was no
Cecil Isbell but he could get the job done. Ted Fritsch made a first-
rate fullback and Lou Brock could scamper. The line had big Baby
Ray, Buckets Goldenberg, Charley Brock, and Larry Craig. They ran
off six straight wins to start the season and then coasted home at 8-2-
0. The Giants caught them relaxing four weeks before the end of the
regular season and zapped them 24-0, then knocked off Washington
twice in the final two games to nose out the Eagles and Redskins.

A typical Steve Owen concoction, the New Yorkers played tough
defense. During the season, they shutout half their opponents enroute
to an 8-1-1 mark. Frank Cope, Al Blozis, Len Younce, and Mel Hein
did the tough work in the line, and blond Bill Paschal was the
league's best runner. In a "human interest" story, long-time Packer
thrower Arnie Herber came out of retirement, paunchy and graying,
to give New York its best passing in years.

A large and loyal New York crowd of 46,016 showed up at the Polo
Grounds on December 17. They hoped Paschal could still go despite
an ankle injured in the final regular season game against the
Redskins. They prayed Hutson could be held to some ordinary
mortal stats by tough Giant double and triple-teaming.

They wanted a win. In the push-and-shove first quarter neither team
gained an advantage. New York defenders covered Hutson like a
coat of whitewash. That was the good news for Giant fans. The bad
news was that Paschal's ankle made him nearly immobile. About all
he could do in the backfield was act as a decoy. Early in the second
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quarter, Green Bay gained decent field position with a punt return to
the New York 48.

On first down, eleven-year veteran Joe Laws slashed through the line
for 20 yards. Before the Giants got their bearings, 210-pound Ted
Fritsch rumbled for 27 more to put the ball at the one. New York's
tough defense stiffened and held off the Packers for three downs, but
on the fourth Fritsch smashed over behind Goldenberg's block for a
touchdown. Hutson kicked the PAT and Green Bay led 7-0. New
York still couldn't get any offense going.

Late in the second period the Packers started another drive at their
own 38. On third and three, Hutson worked clear of the Giant
defenders and Comp hit him for a 24-yard gain to the New York 30.
Three downs gained only two yards and only a little over a minute
remained in the half. Everyone in the Polo Grounds knew it was
"Hutson time."

At the snap Hutson moved to the right and virtually every Giant on
the field (and probably some on the bench) moved with him like a
herd of lemmings. Meanwhile, Ted Fritsch strolled through the line,
looking for all the world like a guy out on his Sunday constitutional.
None of the New Yorkers paid him a mind. He would have had to
have insulted their mothers to get a glance. Everyone was after
Hutson. But once he was past the line of scrimmage, Ted put on
speed and for a big guy he could motor pretty well. When Comp
finally launched his pass, it wasn't to Hutson loping through a Giant
team meeting to the right. Instead it went straight down the middle to
Fritsch, the lonely guy at the five.

Once Ted clutched the ball he could have sung two choruses of the
Packer fight song and still walked over the goal line before any Giant
could have caught up with him. Hutson kicked the extra point to put
the score at 14-0, but he deserved credit for the touchdown too.

Down by two TDs as the second half began, the Giants had to pass
and Green Bay knew it. Old friend Arnie Herber was playing against
a stacked deck and a couple of his tosses were picked off — Joe Laws
had three interceptions on the day — but he kept pitching. With
Paschal unable to run, there wasn't much else in the New York
arsenal.
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Late in the third stanza, Arnie hoisted a long one to Frank Liebel for
41 yards to take ball to the Packer one. Another ex-Wisconsinite,
Marquette's Ward Cuff, smacked over for the score on the first play
of the final quarter. Ward had spent eight years as a New York
wingback, but he took this one in from tailback-one of those little
adjustments necessitated by Paschal's injury. Ken Strong, who’d been
kicking since Walter Camp was around, knocked the football through
the uprights to make the score 14-7.

Giant fans screamed for just one more big pass from Herber's ancient
arm. Arnie did his best to accommodate them. A final desperation
drive late in the period was going pretty well. But suddenly Green
Bay's Paul Duhart was in the right spot at the right time — the
Packer 20 just as a Herber heave descended on that spot. It was
Green Bay's fourth interception and New York's last gasp.

All things considered; it wasn't a bad game. It broke all play-off game
records financially with a gross gate of $146,205.15 and a net gate
after taxes of $121,703. Each Packer got $1,449.71; each Giant
$814.36. There was lots of great defense and a couple of big plays. It
almost had a great comeback, and it did have some human interest in
Arnie Herber versus his old team. It was Al Blozis' last game.

It even had one of those screwy twists people like to remember — the
biggest offensive threats for both teams, Hutson and Paschal, were
used almost exclusively as decoys. But you never hear fans fondly
reminiscing about the "Decoy Game." Instead it's "Who played?"
"Who won?" "Who cares?" Fans forget a lot of games, of course,
even championships, but — if such a thing could be measured — this
one would win the cup as least remembered. And they'd probably

forget to inscribe it. Mostly it was the war. Amen!
1945 New York Giants Coach #6 Steve Owen

The New York Football Giants represented the City of New York in
the NFL’s 1945 professional football season. The 1945 New York
Giants football team competed in their twenty-first season of
Professional National Football League (NFL) football. They played
in the Eastern Division. The team was led by Steve Owen in his
sixteenth of twenty-four seasons as head coach of the Giants.
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As noted, this was the franchise's 21* season in the NFL. Games
were played in the Polo Grounds. It was the first losing season since
1936 for the Giants. Nobody likes a losing season. At 3-6-1, New
York finished in third place in the Eastern Division and did not
qualify for post-season play.

The Giants began the season well on October 7, 1945 at Pittsburgh
with a nice victory over the Pirates W (34—6). On Oct 14, at Boston,
the Giants tied the Yanks T (13-13). Then at home on Oct 21, the
Pittsburgh Steelers defeated the Giants L (7-21). At home again on
Oct 28, the Washington Redskins beat the Giants L (14-24). On Nov
4 at home, the Cleveland Rams beat the Giants L (17-21) in a close
match.

On Veterans Day, Nov 11, 1945 at Philadelphia, the Eagles
dominated the Giants L (17-38). On Nov 18, at home, the Giants
whooped the Detroit Lions W (35-14). On Nov 25 at home, the
Green Bay Packers beat the New York Giants L (14-23).At home on
Dec 2, the Giants defeated the Philadelphia Eagles W (28-21). Then,
in the season finale at Washington, on Dec 9, the Redskins shut out
the Giants , L (0-17)

1946 New York Giants Coach #6 Steve Owen

The New York Football Giants represented the City of New York in
the NFL’s 1946 professional football season. The 1946 New York
Giants football team competed in their twenty-second season of
Professional National Football League (NFL) football. They played
in the Eastern Division. The team was led by Steve Owen in his
seventeenth of twenty-four seasons as head coach of the Giants.

As noted, this was the franchise's 22nd season in the NFL. Games
were played in the Polo Grounds. The Giants regained its winning
ways. At 7-3-1, New York finished in first place in the Eastern
Division and lost the NFL. Championship to L (14-24) to the Chicago
Bears. did not qualify for post-season play.

The Giants began the season well on October 7, 1945 at Pittsburgh
with a nice victory over the Pirates W (34—6). On Oct 14, at Boston,
the Giants tied the Yanks T (13-13). Then at home on Oct 21, the
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Pittsburgh Steelers defeated the Giants L (7-21). At home again on
Oct 28, the Washington Redskins beat the Giants L. (14-24). On Nov
4 at home, the Cleveland Rams beat the Giants L (17-21) in a close
match.

The season began at Boston on Oct 1, 1946 as the Giants defeated the
Yanks W (17-0). At Pittsburgh on Oct 6, the Giants edged out the
Steelers W (17-14). At Washington on Oct 13, the Redskins got the
best of the Giants L (14-24). At home on Oct 20, the Giants defeated
the Chicago Cardinals W (28-24). On Oct 27, at home, the Giants
beat the Chicago Bears W (14-0). Then, on Nov 3 at Philadelphia,
the Eagles beat the Giants L (14-24).

At home on Nov 10, the Giants smashed the Philadelphia Eagles W
(45-17). At home in the Polo Grounds on Nov 17, the Giants tied
the Boston Yanks T (28-28). Then, on Nov 24, at home, the Giants
nosed out the Pittsburgh Steelers W (7-0). At home again on Dec 1,
the Giants defeated the LA Rams L (21-31). Then, in the season
finale at home, on Dec 8, the New York Giants shellacked the
Washington Redskins in shutout W (31-0).

1946 NFL Championship Game

The New York Giants met the Chicago Bears in another NFL
Championship Game on December 15, 1946 at the Polo Grounds in
New York. The Bears were ten-point favorites and they won by ten
points L (14-24).

The 1946 National Football League Championship Game was the
14th annual championship game of the National Football League
(NFL). As noted, it was played December 15 at the Polo Grounds in
New York City, with a record-breaking attendance of 58,346.

The game paired the New York Giants (7-3—-1), champions of the
Eastern Division, against the Western Division champion Chicago
Bears (8—2-1). The Giants had won the regular season game v
Chicago 140 at the Polo Grounds seven weeks earlier on October
27. Nonetheless, the Bears were seven to ten-point favorites.
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This was the fifth and final NFL Championship game played at the
Polo Grounds and the fourth of six meetings between the Bears and
Giants in the title game. The fans seemed to expect the Bears or the
Packers or the Giants to be playing in the NFL. Championship each
year like as if it were in the rule book.

The game was tied after three quarters. Chicago got its victory 24—14
for their seventh NFL title, their fifth win in eight NFL
championship game appearances. The attendance record stood for
another nine years, until the 1955 title game in Los Angeles at the
huge LA Coliseum.

1947 New York Giants Coach #6 Steve Owen

The New York Football Giants represented the City of New York in
the NFL’s 1947 professional football season. The 1947 New York
Giants football team competed in their twenty-third season of
Professional National Football League (NFL) football. They played
in the Eastern Division. The team was led by Steve Owen in his
eighteenth of twenty-four seasons as head coach of the Giants.

As noted, this was the franchise's 23rd season in the NFL. Games
were played in the Polo Grounds. The Giants went back to a losing
season. At 2-8-2, New York finished one of its worst losing seasons.
It goes without saying that the team did not qualify for post-season

play.

The Giants began the season well on Sept 29, 1947 at Boston with a
tie against the Boston Yanks T (7-7). On Oct 5, at Philadelphia, the
Eagles skunked the Giants L (0-23). Then at Washington on Oct 12,
the Redskins defeated the Giants L (20-28). At home on Oct 19, the
Boston Yanks beat the Giants L (0—14). On Oct 26, at home, the
Pittsburgh Steelers beat the Giants L (21—38). Then, on Nov 2, at
Detroit, the slugged out the Giants L. 7-35).

At home on Nov 9, the Philadelphia Eagles crunched the Giants L
24-41). At Pittsburgh, on Nov 16, the Steelers squashed the Giants L
(7-24. At home on Nov 23, the Giants tied the Green Bay Packers T
(24-24). Then, on Nov 30 at home, the Giants edged out the Chicago
Cardinals W (35-31). On Dec 7, at home, the Giants beat the
Washington Redskins W (35-10). In the season finale in Los
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Angeles, California on Dec 14, the Rams whacked the Giants L (10—
34).

1948 New York Giants Coach #6 Steve Owen

The New York Football Giants represented the City of New York in
the NFL’s 1948 professional football season. The 1948 New York
Giants football team competed in their twenty-fourth season of
Professional National Football League (NFL) football. They played
in the Eastern Division. The team was led by Steve Owen in his
nineteenth of twenty-four seasons as head coach of the Giants.

As noted, this was the franchise's 24th season in the NFL. Games
were played in the Polo Grounds. The Giants had another losing
season. At 4-8-0, New York finished in third place. The team did not
qualify for post-season play.

The Giants began the season on a positive note on Sept 23, 1948 at
Boston with a win against the Boston Yanks W (27-7). On Oct 3, at
Washington, the Redskins whooped the Giants L (10-41). Then at
Philadelphia on Oct 10, the Eagles walloped the Giants L (0-45) in a
shutout victory. At home on Oct 17, the Chicago Cardinals squashed
the Giants L (35-63). On Oct 24, at Pittsburgh, the Giants beat the
Steelers W (34-27) in a close match. Then, on Oct 31, at Chicago, the
Bears edged out the Giants L (22-27).

At home in the Polo Grounds on Nov 7, 1948 the Philadelphia
Eagles pounded the Giants L (14-35). At home on Nov 14, the Los
Angeles Rams scorched the Giants L 37-52. Then, on Nov 21 at
Green Bay, the Giants hammered the Packers W (49-3). On Nov 28,
at home, the Giants defeated the Boston Yanks W (28-14). At
Pittsburgh on Dec 5, the Steelers defeated the Eagle L (28-38). Then,
on Dec 12, 1948 wrapping up a poor season, the Washington
Redskins edged out the Giants L (21-28) to make the team want to
begin the next season the next day.
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1948-1961 Top Giants Players Charley Conerly QB

If not for the absolute brilliance of Y.A. Tittle in his four years with
the Giants, many suggest that Charlie Conerly would today be the
hands-down greatest QB in Giants history.

Of course, there will always be record books that place Phil Simms a
notch or two ahead of Conerly in terms of production, but the era of
the quarterback was much different in Conerly's time. I recall seeing
the games in which Conerly and the Giants played against Johnny
Unitas and the Colts. Now, that was football at its best.




Chapter 13 Giants Football Coach Steve Owen 1941 to 1953 183

They still talk about when The New York Giants and Baltimore

Colts faced off in what became known as "The Greatest Game Ever

Played." Giants.com took a recent look back at the 1958 NFL

=s Championship Game and the
i impact it still has on the game

years Later. Those games are

still fun to watch.

173 touchdown passes in the
1950s looks a whole lot better
than the 199 touchdown passes
from Phil Simms in the 1980s,
especially when so many of
Simms' peers surpassed the 200
mark.

Charlie Conerly, among other
things was the quarterback
who led the New York Giants
to the 1956 National Football
League championship and
held virtually all of the club's
career passing records until Phil Simms surpassed them. He was
the Giants QB when my dad and I watched early NFL games on
our 1956 Admiral B/W TV

He died in Methodist Hospital in Memphis at 74 years of age after
a full and robust life. He lived in Clarksdale, Miss., not far from
Memphis. When he passed, it was after a long bout with heart
failure after a long illness, according to his wife, Perian. He had
been hospitalized since Sept. 19, his birthday, when he underwent
triple-bypass heart surgery.

With silver-streaked black hair and a ruggedly handsome face that
would later be seen in the "Marlboro man" cigarette
advertisements, Conerly was the quiet leader of the Giant team
that popularized pro football in New York in 1956 with an 8-3-1
record and a 47-7 rout of the Chicago Bears in the N.F.L.
championship game at Yankee Stadium.
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"The next year, the Giants had a sellout every game because of
what we did in 1956," Frank Gifford, a teammate, once said.
"Charlie was the biggest reason for that."

Conerly, Gifford, Kyle Rote, Alex Webster, Roosevelt Brown, Andy
Robustelli, Sam Huff, Emlen Tunnell, Jim Patton and Pat
Summerall were suddenly the toast of New York football fans.
Charley’s teammates credit the agile QB for all that fame.

Those Giant teams also finished first in the Eastern Conference in
1958 and 1959 before losing both championship games to the
Baltimore Colts.

In the 1958 title game, Conerly collaborated with Gifford on a 15-
yard touchdown pass for a 17-14 lead late in the fourth quarter.
But the Colts forced overtime on Johnny Unitas's passes to
Raymond Berry that positioned Steve Myhra's tying 17-yard field
goal, then won on Alan Ameche's 1-yard touchdown in in what
some people still consider to be pro football's most historic game.

"The Colts had a great team," Conerly would say years later. "I
don't think we were as good as them, but it was a letdown to lose."
In 1959, Conerly, then 38 years old, was the N.F.L.'s top-ranked
passer, but the Giants lost the title game in Baltimore, 31-16. At
age 40 in 1961, his final season, he was the backup to Y. A. Tittle,
the bald quarterback who had been obtained from the San
Francisco 49ers shortly before the season opened.

"I went to Charlie four times that year," recalled Allie Sherman,
then the Giants' coach. "He brought us home each time."

During his 14 seasons, Conerly established Giants records for
career touchdown passes (173), completions (1,418), passing
yardage (19,488) and attempts (2,833). The only Giants record he
still holds is one he would prefer not to have: most career
interceptions, 167. But if quarterback sacks were recorded in his
early seasons when the Giants seldom had good teams, he might
hold the N.F.L. record for being tackled while attempting to pass.

In a 14-10 loss to the Philadelphia Eagles at the Polo Grounds in
1952, The Philadelphia Daily News reported that Conerly had been
sacked 17 times. As the Giants struggled to a 3-9 record in 1953,
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some Giants fans waved banners reading "Goodbye, Charlie," and
"Get a New Quarterback." But in 1954 the Giants had a new coach,
Jim Lee Howell, who hired Vince Lombardi from the Army staff
for the job of what is now considered to be offensive coordinator.

"Lombardi put in a different offense," Conerly said. "And we got
some better players."

After having served in the invasion of Guam as a Marine corporal
during World War II, Conerly was an all-America single-wing
tailback at the University of Mississippi. When he joined the
Giants in 1948, he was converted into a T-formation quarterback.

"Charlie is the best player who is not in the Pro Football Hall of
Fame," Wellington Mara, the Giants' co-owner, has often said. "He
has better numbers than some quarterbacks who are there."
Conerly, whose No. 42 was retired by the Giants in 1962, owned a
chain of shoe stores in Mississippi, but he occasionally returned to
New York to attend the annual dinner of the College Football Hall
of Fame, of which he was a member, and to attend Giants games.

Conerly was the definition of a field general, something he likely
picked up while touring with the Marines in the South Pacific during
World War II. His teammates went to battle with him and he led
them to greatness.

It's a damn shame Conerly played in the era he did, overshadowed by
his peers Otto Graham and perhaps Norm Van Brocklin, as well as
by teammates Frank Gifford, Sam Huff, and Rosey Brown (whom all
appear on the list higher than Conerly and played most of their career
with him as their leader).

He would likely have garnered Hall of Fame honors if it weren't for
those extenuating circumstances. Gifford constantly pleaded with
voters to put Conerly in the Hall but to no avail; the Giants still
rewarded him by retiring his No. 42 jersey at the end of his career.
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Steve Jacobson
wrote much of this
piece on Charley
Conerly. Besides
Unitas, he was my
favorite QB in the
early years. And
then came YA
Tittle.

He Gave the NFL
a Legacy of Class

STEVE
JACOBSON
NEWSDAY

You could see his
face up there on

, %,,E G K C o N E R LY the big billboard

over Broadway.
QUARTERBACK NEW YORK GIANTS His pearly ten-
= gallon hat was
tilted down over
his tanned and weathered face as he cupped his hands to light a
cigarette. Charlie Conerly was tough as rawhide.

He was Gary Cooper, or John Wayne or Montgomery Clift in
"Red River." He was, indeed, the Marlboro Man. His name never
appeared; it was understood. He was quarterback for the New
York Giants in the instant pro football came into the Golden Age,
but mostly because he fit the part.

"He was a silent leader," said Sam Huff, whose violent-world
defense gave Conerly's team the other ingredient for winning.
"Charlie never talked to anybody. He came in, sat in front of his
locker and read the paper. Some people thought he was grumpy;
he just didn't talk."
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Almost never. Huff came to Giants camp in 1956 as a rookie who
played a lot of linebacker and punted some, too. Conerly was
graying and 37. "I first thought he was a coach," Huff recalled. "I
said, 'Hey, coach, where's the balls? And he said, 'Ahm no damn
coach, rookie.' " Some things a man never forgets.

"One word," recalled Jim Trimble, former Giants scout and a
coach in the league when Conerly was at his best. "He was the
toughest SOB at quarterback. You could never physically hurt
Charlie; if you did, he was never going to let you know about it."

Chuckin' Charlie died Tuesday at the age of 74. He played in four
NFL championship games in 14 seasons from 1948 to 1961,
gallumphing around in his old high-top shoes. They were his team
records that Phil Simms broke for completions, for touchdowns
and for criticism. They were alike in so many ways.

For the purpose of introducing Conerly a few years ago at a misty-
eyed dinner, Simms went to the trouble of reading the clips. "I had
thought he was God up here," Simms said. "I started reading and I
thought, 'Hey, this sounds like me.""

There were times when Conerly was derisively named "Good Old
Charlie," and fans cheered when he got hurt. "But you never heard
one word of complaint," Wellington Mara, who ran practice
patterns for Conerly in those formative years, said with
admiration.

Conerly came to the Giants from Mississippi and played tailback
in the A-formation when the T-formation was still newfangled.
Actually, the Washington Redskins had drafted him when his
class graduated in 1945, but he was away with the Marine Corps
on Iwo Jima. When he finished at Mississippi, the Giants traded
for him in 1948.

Steve Owen hired Allie Sherman to teach the T to the coaching
staff and Conerly. "I met him, he was in bed reading a Western,"
Sherman said. "He looked up at me and said, 'OK, fine,' and went
back to his book.



188 Great Moments in New York Giants Football

"I learned his span of attention was not much past 12 or 15
minutes, and he wasn't much for chalk. I'd tell him about 'flood to
the left' and he'd go 'Yep,' and I'd worry. Then when he went on
the field in an hour he was like a computer."

Conerly quarterbacked the Giants to three conference
championships and a tie for another, and pulled out some games
as a backup to Y.A. Tittle in another championship. He was the
man when the Giants won the 1956 equivalent of the Super Bowl.

But the word that rings through the history of the Giants is not
that he won but that he was "class." Mara recalled Tuesday that
the way Conerly, in the twilight of his career, accepted the arrival
of Tittle "was indicative of the type of player he was."

In 1961, Huff recalled, Wellington, who made the great trades,
stood amid the defensive players and asked them: "We have a
chance to get Y.A. Tittle, what do you guys think?" All they had
to give up was a trivia answer named Lou Cordileone. There were
11 quick votes of yes.

And then came the test of what a man had inside his chest as well
as in his head. "When you practice or play against a team, you
watch how the quarterback reacts and whether he can bring that
team up to capacity," said Andy Robustelli, who came to the
Giants as a defensive end for the '56 championship season. "What
I saw was the confidence he instilled in the huddle."

Sherman taught the lessons of the T to Conerly, went off to make
his own name coaching in Canada and came back to replace
Vince Lombardi when he went to Green Bay. The year Sherman
became head coach was the year Tittle came from San Francisco.
Of course, the Giants were cool to this outsider; they'd won with
Conerly. Both Conerly and Tittle had been No. 1, and there was
no sharing the job.

Two weeks before the opener, Sherman recalls he asked both men
to come in early to camp at Fordham the next day. "We met in the
girls' powder room of the gym," Sherman said. "I closed the door
and said the coaches feel we can make a run at the championship
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and there are three guys who can help us or hurt us most: the three
of us."

He said he'd pick a No. 1 strictly on football; the guy he didn't pick
would have the toughest test to stay sharp for the fifth game or the
12th or a game that may never come. "You both have a right,"
Sherman said, "to tell me to shove it, and if you want to go
somewhere I'll help you.

"Charlie looked down, scraped his cleats and said, 'T've won and I
want to win again; whatever you say goes.' And Tittle said, 'Shoot,
I never won and I want to win, and whatever you say goes."

Conerly opened the season. Sherman went to Tittle in the second
game. "Four games we were behind at the half and went to
Charlie and won the game," Sherman said.

"He had this strength of character; all his life he's No. 1 with these
teammates, he rides the bench and he pulls us out. He gave me
chills."

Conerly was never named all-NFL. He led the league in passing
once. Mara calls him the best player not in the Pro Football Hall
of Fame.

Conerly was at quarterback in the four-week sequence in 1958 that
created pro football. In the 11th game--they scheduled 12 then--the
Giants beat defending champion Detroit with Bobby Layne and
Doak Walker. Conerly was the holder when Pat Summerall's kick
in the snow beat Cleveland to force a conference playoff. I saw that
kick as a kid! On our b/w Admiral TV

With Huff playing shadow, the defense held Jimmy Brown to 8
yards, and the Giants won the conference. Then they played the
overtime game with the Baltimore Colts, known as "The Greatest
Game Ever Played." The world remembers Johnny Unitas picking
the Colts downfield in sudden death; it should not forget Conerly
passing the Giants to a lead in regulation.
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He had a hand in the creation. In '58 the Giants sold 11,000
season tickets. By mid-'59 they were all sold, and have been ever
since.

That's just some of Conerly's legacy.

What a great player!
1949 New York Giants Coach #6 Steve Owen

The New York Football Giants represented the City of New York in
the NFL’s 1949 professional football season. The 1949 New York
Giants football team competed in their twenty-fifth season of
Professional National Football League (NFL) football. They played
in the Eastern Division. The team was led by Giants Great Head
Coach Steve Owen in his twentieth of twenty-four seasons as head
coach of the Giants.

As noted, this was the franchise's 25th season in the NFL. Home
games were still played in the Polo Grounds. The Giants had a fifty-
fifty season. At 6-6-0, New York finished in third place. Again, for
the third year in a row, the team did not qualify for post-season play.
The fans began to get restless with Steve Owen, thinking that perhaps
he had not kept up with football innovations

The Giants began the season on a poor note on Sept 25, 1949 at
Pittsburgh with a loss against the Steelers L (7-28). On Sep 30 at New
York, the Giants whooped the Bulldogs W (38-14). Then at
Washington on Oct 9, the Giants walloped the Redskins W (45-35).
At home on Oct 16, the Pittsburgh Steelers beat the Giants L (17-21)
On Oct 23, at home, the Giants beat the Chicago Bears W (35-28) in
a close match. Then, on Oct 30, at Chicago, the Giants defeated the
Cardinals W (41-38).

On Nov 6, 1949, the New York Bulldogs beat the New York Giants
L (24-31). Then at Green Bay, on Nov 13, the Giants pounded the
Packers W (30-10) On Nov 20, 1949, the Detroit Lions slammed the
Giants L (21-45) At home on Nov 27, 1949, the Giants got the best of
the Washington Redskins W (23-7). In the season finale two

games against the Philadelphia Eagles, the Giants lost both games,.
The first on Dec 4, the Eagles won L (3-24) The second on Dec 11,
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1949, the Eagles triumphed L (3-17). And so, another mediocre
Giants season (three in a row) went into the record books.

1950 New York Giants Coach #6 Steve Owen

This year there was some NFL expansion due to the merger with the
All-America Football Conference(AAFC). This expanded the NFL
to 13 teams. Additionally, the advent of television expanded the
viewership. The Los Angeles Rams was the first NFL team to have
all of its home and away games televised. The Washington Redskins
quickly became the next team to put their games on TV. Other teams
arranged to have selected games televised. It was a great new
opportunity for the expanded NFL

Intercity rivalry, NY Giants v NY Yanks in 1950 at Polo Grounds. Photo by AP

The New York Football Giants represented the City of New York in
the NFL’s 1950 professional football season. The 1950 New York
Giants football team competed in their twenty-sixth season of
Professional National Football League (NFL) football. They played
in the American Conference. The team was led by Giants Great
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Head Coach Steve Owen in his twenty-first of twenty-four seasons as
head coach of the Giants.

As noted, this was the franchise's 26th season in the NFL. Home
games were still played in the Polo Grounds. The Giants had a great
winning season. At 10-2-0, New York finished tied for first place in
the American Conference as Steve Owen’s Giants put forth a great
team effort this year. The Giants lost the American Conference
Championship game to the Brows 8-3 and thus were eliminated from
contention for the NFL. Championship.

The Giants began the season on a winning note on Sept 17, 1950 at
Pittsburgh in Forbes Field W (18-7) before 24,699. The team had a
bye in the second week. On Oct 1, at Cleveland Stadium, the Giants
beat the Browns W (6-0) before 37,647 At Washington on Oct 8, the
Giants defeated the Redskins W (21-7). At home on Oct 15,, the
Pittsburgh Steelers defeated the Giants L (6-17) before 21,725. On
Oct 22 at home, the Giants beat the Cleveland Browns W (17-13)
before 41, 734. At Chicago’s Comiskey Park, before 23,964, the
Cardinals beat the Giants L (3-17) .

On Nov 5 at home in the Polo Grounds, the Giants beat the
Washington Redskins W (24-21) before 23,909. At home against
Chicago, the Giants smothered the Cardinals W (51-21) before
22,380. On Nov 19, at Baltimore’s Municipal Stadium, the Giants
beat the Colts W (55-20). On Nov 26 at home, the Giants beat the
Philadelphia Eagles W (7-3) before 24,093. On Dec 3, at home, the
Giants pounded the New York Yanks W (51-7) before 41,630. At
Philadelphia’s Shibe Park, on Dec 10, the Giants edged out the
Eagles W (9-7) before 26,440.

Conference Playoff Games & the Championship

In the post season divisional game due to the tie between Cleveland’s
Browns (10-2) and the New York Giants (10-2), the teams met and
the game was won by Cleveland L (3-8) at Cleveland Stadium before
33,058. Cleveland then beat Los Angeles 30-28 to win the NFL
Championship.
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This was the Browns first year in the NFL after four years in the rival
All-America Football Conference. In this season, the Browns and
Giants battled for the lead in the American Conference for most of
the regular season. Cleveland was 10-2 and so was the Giants.
Cleveland lost its only two games against the Giants. The Giants,
meanwhile, lost to the Pittsburgh Steelers and Chicago Cardinals. In
the other conference called the National Conference, the Bears and
Rams were also near the top of the standings in the second half of the
12-game season, and both ended with 9-3 records.

The Browns and Giants and the Rams and Bears played their playoff
games on December 17. In Cleveland against the Giants, the Browns
won a low-scoring game in freezing conditions on two field goals by
placekicker Lou Groza and a late-game safety. The Giants thus did
not get to play for the NFL. Championship.

The Rams beat the Bears in the 92-degree heat of Los Angeles. LA
QB Bob Waterfield threw three touchdowns. This set up a
championship between the Browns and Rams. The Browns won the
game 30-28 on a Lou “the toe” Groza field goal with 28 seconds to

play.

1951 New York Giants Coach #6 Steve Owen

The New York Football Giants represented the City of New York in
the NFL’s 1951 professional football season. The 1951 New York
Giants football team competed in their twenty-seventh season of
Professional National Football League (NFL) football. They played
in the American Conference. The team was led by Giants Great
Head Coach Steve Owen in his twenty-second of twenty-four seasons
as head coach of the Giants.

As noted, this was the franchise's 27th season in the NFL. Home
games were still played in the Polo Grounds. The Giants had a great
winning season. At 9-2-1, New York finished in second place in the
American Conference as Steve Owen’s Giants put forth another great
team effort this year. The Giants lost the American Conference
Championship because they had lost both regular season games to
the Cleveland Browns. and thus, were eliminated from contention for
the NFL Championship.
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The Giants began the season with a T (13-13) tie on Oct 1, 1951 at
the Pittsburgh Steelers Forbes Field before 27,984. The team then
played at Washington and beat the Redskins W (35-14 before 23,800.
On Oct 14, at home, the Giants beat the Chicago Cardinals W (28-
17) before 28,095. At home on Oct 21, the Giants edged out the
Philadelphia Eagles W (26-24) before 28,656. At Cleveland Stadium,
the Giants lost to the Browns in a close match L (13-14) before
56,947. On Nov 4, at home, the Giants beat the New York Yanks W
(37-31) before 25, 682.

At Washington on Nov 11, the Giants defeated the Redskins W (28-
14) before 25,682. Then, at home on Nov 18, the Cleveland Browns
shut out the Giants L (0-10) before 52, 215. On Nov 25, at Chicago,
the Giants beat the Cardinals W (10-0) before 11, 892. At home in
the Polo Grounds on Dec 2, the Giants shut out the Pittsburgh
Steelers W (14-0) before 19,196. At Philadelphia on Dec 9, the
Giants defeated the Eagles W (23-7) before 19.322. On Dec 16, 1951
in the season finale, at the New York Yanks, the Giants were
victorious W (27-17) before a small contingent of fans numbering
6,658.
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1951-1961 Top Giants Players Kyle Rote WR/HB

William Kyle Rote, Sr.
was born on Oct 27,
1928 and he passed
away on August 15,
2002. He was a great
football player, a
running back and
receiver for eleven
years in the National
Football League (NFL)
for the New York
Giants.

He made All-American
as a running back at
Southern Methodist
University and he was
the first overall
selection of the 1951
NFL Draft. That 1s
quite a statement .
When he hung up his playing spikes, literally, Rote was the Giants
backfield coach and he became a sports broadcaster for WNEW
radio, NBC, and WNBC New York

Though originally drafted as a running back, he could do it all in
college and the Giants mainly used his skills as a wide receiver.

He made four Pro Bowls with the Giants and was a part of the
Giants 1956 NFL championship team. He and Frank Gifford were
both elite targets for quarterback Charlie Conerly.

He totaled 5668 yards and 52 touchdowns in 11 seasons.
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1950-1953 Top Giants Players Arnold
Weinmeister DT

Arnie Weinmeister was
a larger than life talent
whose career was
another one cut short by
service in the army.
Though he played only
four seasons with the
Giants, he absolutely
dominated on defense
during that time

In a time when over 5'9"
200 Ibs. was considered
a good-sized man,
Weinmeister sat at 6'4",
240 1bs. He was elected
to both the Pro Bowl
and the All Pro team
from 1950-1953 (his
four years with the
Giants and he remains
one of the more
celebrated Canadian born players in NFL history.

Not only did Weinmeister wow fans with his incredible size, but he
was widely considered the fastest lineman in his era. Can you
imagine the biggest lineman in the league today also being the
fastest? Picture Vince Wilfork running a 4.7 forty. I'll wait.

Ok now that your jaw has closed, let's continue.

Weinmeister combined his brute strength and size with his speed to
be a defensive machine, both stopping the run and rushing the passer.
There was little anyone could do when Weinmeister picked up a
head of steam and was one of the first defensive players to really
capture the excitement from the fans.
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His six-year career is the shortest of any Hall of Famer in NFL
history, which should tell you how dominant he was.

1952 New York Giants Coach #6 Steve Owen

The New York Football Giants represented the City of New York in
the NFL’s 1952 professional football season. The 1952 New York
Giants football team competed in their twenty-eighth season of
Professional National Football League (NFL) football. They played
in the American Conference. The team was led by Giants Great
Head Coach Steve Owen 1n his twenty-third of twenty-four seasons
as head coach of the Giants.

As noted, this was the franchise's 28th season in the NFL. Home
games were still played in the Polo Grounds. The Giants had a great
winning season. At 7-5-0, New York finished in second place in the
American Conference as Steve Owen’s Giants put forth another great
team effort this year. The Giants lost the American Conference
Championship because they had lost four close games plus they were
decimated by Pittsburgh in a blowout game L (7-63). Their poor but
winning record was the root cause of their being eliminated from
contention for the NFL. Championship.

The Giants began the season winning with a W (24-6) on Sep 28,
1952, at Dallas. The Giants were victorious in their season opener at
Dallas over the Texans. On Oct 4, at Philadelphia, the Giants beat
the Eagles W (31-7 before 18,648. The team then played on Oct 12,
at Cleveland and beat the Browns W (17-9) before 51,858. On Oct
19, at home, the Giants were beaten by the Chicago Cardinals L (23-
24) before 41,182.

Then, at home on Oct 26, the Philadelphia Eagles edged out the
Giants L (10-14) before 21,458. At Chicago, on Nov 2, the Giants
pounded the Cardinals W (28-6) before 27,195. On Nov 9, at home,
the Giants ripped the San Francisco 49ers W (23-14) before 54,230.
On Nov 16, at home, the Green Bay Packers defeated the Giants L
3-17) before 26,723.

At Washington on Nov 23, the Giants edged out the Redskins W
(14-10) before 21,125. Then, at Pittsburgh on Nov 30, the Steelers



198 Great Moments in New York Giants Football

trounced the Giants L (7-63) before 15,140. At home on Dec 7, the
Washington Redskins defeated the Giants L (17-27) before 21,237.
Wrapping up the 1952 season, in a close match, on Dec 14, the
Giants edged out the Cleveland Browns W (37-34) before 41,610.

1952-1964 Top Giants Players Frank Gifford
HB/WR

Francis Newton Gifford
was born August 16, 1930
and he passed away on
August 9, 2015. He was a
fine American football
player, actor, and television
sports commentator. After
a 12-year playing career as
a halfback and flanker for
the New York Giants of the
National Football League
(NFL), he was a play-by-
play announcer and
commentator for 27 years
on ABC's Monday Night
Football. He is well known
for taking the big hit from
the Eagles Chuck Bednarik.
It put him out for a year but
he came back.

Gifford won the NFL Most
: - . Valuable Player Award
from United Press International in 1956, the same season his team
won the NFL Championship. During his career, he participated in
five league championship games and was named to eight Pro Bowls.
He was inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 1977. After
retiring as a player, Gifford was an Emmy Award-winning
sportscaster, known for his work on ABC's Monday Night Football,
Wide World of Sports and the Olympics. He was married to
television host Kathie Lee Gifford from 1986 until his death.
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Although Tiki Barber stands
alone with many of the Giants
team rushing records, in terms
of his greatness among his
peers, he does not hold a
candle to Frank Gifford.

Gifford was an offensive
machine and a triple threat on
offense. He could do it all;
pass, run, catch, return kicks,
and even played some very
good defensive back.

- Speaking to his incredible

~ versatility, he made the Pro
Bowl eight times and did so at
three different positions—
running back, defensive back, and wide receiver (flanker as it was
known then).

In his career, he amassed 10,573 yards from rushing, passing,
receiving, and return yards as well as 92 total touchdowns. In 1956
he was the NFL MVP and the Giants won the NFL Championship
that season.

1953 New York Giants Coach #6 Steve Owen

The New York Football Giants represented the City of New York in
the NFL’s 1953 professional football season. The 1953 New York
Giants football team competed in their twenty-ninth season of
Professional National Football League (NFL) football. They played
in the American Conference. The team was led by Giants Great
Head Coach Steve Owen in his twenty-fourth and last season of
twenty-four seasons as head coach of the Giants. This was coach
Owen'’s last season.
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As noted, this was the franchise's 29th season in the NFL. Home
games were still played in the Polo Grounds. The Giants had a poor
losing season. At 3-9-0, New York finished in fifth place in the
American Conference as the fans were beginning to think that Steve
Owen’s accent on D was causing the Giants to lose in offensive
battles against opponents. Nobody could explain why this was such a
poor season. Yet, it was. Their poor record was the only cause of
their being eliminated from contention for the NFL Championship.
In this particular year, once the season got going, nobody saw the
Giants as a contender for the top spot.

The Giants began the season poorly—the same way they played the
whole year. They lost at the Los Angeles Rams on Sep 27 L (7-21)
before 49,579. At Pittsburgh the following week on Oct 3, the Giants
fell again L (14-24) to the Steelers before 31,500 at Forbes Field. On
Oct 11, at Washington, , the Redskins beat the Giants L (9--13)
before 26, 241. At home, on Oct 18, the Giants found a win against
the Chicago Cardinals W (21-7) before 30,301. Then, on Oct 25, the
Cleveland Browns squeezed out a shutout against the Giants L (0-7)
before 30,773. At Chicago, on Nov 1, 1953, the Giants defeated the
Cardinals W (23-20) before 17,499

At Philadelphia on Nov 8, 1953, the Giants took it on the chin in a
big way against their nemesis Eagles L (7-30) before 24,331. At
home on Nov 15, 1953, the Pittsburgh Steelers edged out the Giants
L (10-14) before 20,411. Then, on Nov 22, at home, the Washington
Redskins got the best of the NY Giants L (21-24) before 16,887. At
home on Nov 29, , the Giants whacked the Eagles W (37-28) before
20,294. Then, on Dec 6, at Cleveland, the Browns bullied the Giants
for the whole game and the Giants could not escape a big loss L (14—
62) before 40,235. On December 13, 1953, in the season finale of a
bad season, the Giants played another bad game, losing to the
Detroit Lions L (16-27) before 28,390.



Chapter 13 Giants Football Coach Steve Owen 1941 to 1953 201

1953-1965 Top Giants Players Roosevelt
“Rosey” Brown OL

Roosevelt "Rosey" Brown Jr. was born Oct 20, 1932 and passed
away on June 9, 2004). “Rosey” was a great American football
player, playing offensive tackle in the National Football League
(NFL) for the New York Giants from 1953 to 1965. He had
previously played college football for Morgan State University.

After being selected with the 321st pick in the 1953 NFL Draft, he
appeared in 162 games for the Giants, missing only four games in a
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13-year career. In his prime, between 1956 and 1963, he helped lead
the Giants to six division championships and the 1956 NFL
Championship Game. He was selected as a first-team All-NFL player
eight consecutive years and was also selected to play in the Pro Bowl
nine times.

After retiring as a player, Brown remained with the Giants as an
assistant coach and later as a scout. He was inducted into the Pro
Football Hall of Fame in 1974 and was named to the NFL's 75th
Anniversary All-Time Team in 1994. He was also included on the
NFL's 1950s All-Decade Team and The Sporting News' list of the
100 Greatest Football Players.

Easily the greatest offensive lineman in the New York Giants history,
Rosey Brown led the way for many great offensive players, including
Charlie Conerly, Y.A. Tittle, and Frank Gifford.

A center piece on the 1956 championship and a member of the
Giants coaching staff/scouting for many years after his retirement,
his career on and off the field is something to marvel at.

He made nine Pro Bowls and was named the 56th best player on the
Sporting News' top 100 list. Brown was not necessarily the first great
athlete to play offensive line, but he may have been the first most
gifted athlete at his size. He was very quick with his feet and it was
impossible to get around him, using those quick feet with his long
arms to keep guys in front of him.

This is why many consider him to be the greatest pass blocker of his
era. Charlie Conerly owes a lot of his success to the protection he
received from Brown.

Brown is one of those guys that could have made it in any time
period, and I truly believe that
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Chapter 14 Giants Football Coach Jim
Lee Howell 1954-1960

Coach #7 Jim Lee Howell

\ |

.
Giants Coach Jim Lee Howell, Center

Coach Year Rank WLT
Jim Lee Howell 1954 3rd 750
Jim Lee Howell 1955 3rd 6 51

Jim Lee Howell 1956 1st 831
Jim Lee Howell 1957 2nd 750
Jim Lee Howell 1958 18t 930
Jim Lee Howell 1959 18t 1020
Jim Lee Howell 1960 3rd 642

e  Sam Huff (Pro Bowl MVP)
1954-1960 Jim Lee Howell final record (53-27-4)

1954 New York Giants Coach #7 Jim Lee Howell

The New York Football Giants represented the City of New York in
the NFL’s 1954 professional football season. The 1954 New York
Giants football team competed in their thirtieth season of
Professional National Football League (NFL) football. They played
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in the Eastern Division. The team was led by Giants Great Head
Coach Jim Lee Howell in his first of seven seasons as head coach of
the Giants.

As noted, this was the franchise's 30" season in the NFL. Home
games were still played in the Polo Grounds. The Giants had a
winning season. At 7-5-0, New York finished in third place in the
Eastern Division. Jim Howell began a seven-year tour of duty with
the Giants that would render three Division Championships and one
NFL Championships.

Tribute to Jim Lee Howell

Seven years ago, in 2012, Tom Brant wrote a tribute to Giants famed
Coach Jim Lee Howell. He called his short acclamation “Giants
Ring of Honor: Jim Lee Howell.” By Tom Brant 7 years ago Follow
@tom_brant

This comment preceded the short recognition article.
COMMENT

During the off-season, the staff here at GMenHq will be featuring a
member of the Giants Ring of Honor on each Monday and Friday.
Today’s feature is on: Jim Lee Howell

Jim Howell may be one of the lesser known members of the New
York Giants Ring of Honor. Howell was drafted by the Giants in
1937 and played with the team as a Wide Receiver and defensive
back until his retirement in 1947. He played in 74 games starting 50
of them for the Giants. He had 61 catches for 921 yards and 7
touchdowns. He also recorded one interception during his playing
tenure.


https://gmenhq.com/author/hthomasbrant/
https://twitter.com/tom_brant
https://twitter.com/tom_brant
https://gmenhq.com/2012/03/05/giants-ring-of-honor-jim-lee-howell/#10130-comment-replies
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After his retirement from the Giants as player in 1947, Howell was
named head football coach of Wagner University. He was named the
Head Football Coach of the Giants in 1954, taking over for former
Giants coach and the popular Steve Owen. He helped the Giants to
the 1956 Championship and recorded an overall coaching record 53
wins and 27 losses along with 4 ties. One of Howell biggest success
as a Head Coach was having Tom Landry and Vince Lombardi as
his coordinators.

After the 1960 season, Howell moved to the front office of the Giants
and served in various roles including player development. He finally
retired from the Giants organization in 1981. Sadly, he passed away
in 1995 in his home state of Arkansas.

Here is a short biography of Coach Howell
https://americanfootball.fandom.com/wiki/Jim I.ee Howell

James Lee Howell was born on September 27, 1914 and he passed
away on January 4, 1995). He was both a football player and coach
for the National Football League's New York Giants. Howell was
born in Arkansas and played college football and basketball at the
University of Arkansas. He was drafted by the Giants in the 1937
NFL Draft and played wide receiver and defensive back from 1937 to
1947. After his playing career, he was head coach for Wagner
College football.


https://americanfootball.fandom.com/wiki/Jim_Lee_Howell
javascript:void(0)
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Coach Jim Lee Howell

Howell took over the team as head coach in 1954 from a popular fan,
media and player favorite Steve Owen. Howell quickly hired Vince
Lombardi as his offensive coordinator and shortly after converted
Tom Landry from player to defensive coordinator. From 1954 to
1960, the Giants played in three NFL. Championship Games,
defeating George Halas’s Chicago Bears in 1956 by the score of 47-7.

During Howell’s seven seasons as head coach, he earned a very
respectable career 53-27-4 record, with a .630 winning percentage. He
drafted and coached a roster of stars including six future Pro Football
Hall of Famers, Sam Huff, Andy Robustelli, Rosey Brown, Emlen
Tunnell, Frank Gifford and Don Maynard. Although his
conservative, defensive style was unpopular with the fans and NY
media, the Giants' success on the field was more satisfying. Several
other players from this era went on to become head coaches and
broadcasters.

Howell played and coached in an era when football went from a
relatively simple game to one of great complexity with schemes,
formations and playbooks designed to deceive as much as over
power. With future Hall of Fame coordinators Lombardi and
Landry, Howell’s job was frequently to play the diplomat within his
own team. Rivalries and feuds were legendary.
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Howell stayed with the team as Director of Player Personnel until his
retirement in 1981. He returned to Arkansas and served in the state
legislature.

Games of the 1954 Season

The Giants began the season well. At Chicago on Sep 26, 1954, they
smashed the Cardinals before 16, 780. On Oct 2 at Baltimore, they
lost to the Colts L (14-20) before 27,088. At Washington the
following weekend on Oct 10, the Giants pounded the Redskins W
(51-21) before 21,217. At home on Oct 17, the Giants beat the
Chicago Cardinals W (31-17) before 31,256, Then, on Oct 24, at
home, the Giants beat the Washington Redskins W (24-7). Before
22,597. At Cleveland on Oct 31, the Browns defeated the Giants L
(14024) before 30,338.

At Pittsburgh on Nov 7, the Giants beat the Steelers W (30-6) before
325,158 at Forbes Field. On Nov 14 at t home in the Polo Grounds,
the Giants beat the Philadelphia Eagles W (27-14) before 46,565. On
Nov 21, at home, the Los Angeles Rams nosed out the Giants L (7-
16) before 27,077. Then, on Nov 28, at home, the Cleveland Browns
edged out the Giants L (7-16) before 45,936. At home on Dec 5,
1953, the Giants defeated the Pittsburgh Steelers W (24-3) before
16,856. At Philadelphia on Dec 12, in the season finale, the Eagles
defeated the Giants L (14-29) before 28,449

1955 New York Giants Coach #7 Jim Lee Howell

The New York Football Giants represented the City of New York in
the NFL’s 1955professional football season. The 1955 New York
Giants football team competed in their thirty-first season of
Professional National Football League (NFL) football. They played
in the Eastern Division. The team was led by Giants Great Head
Coach Jim Lee Howell in his second of seven seasons as head coach
of the Giants.

The Giants began the season in 1955 poorly. At Philadelphia on Sep
24, 1955, they took one on the chin from the Eagles before 29,597 L
(17-27). On Oct 2 at Chicago, they lost to the Cardinals L (17-28)
before 9,555. At Pittsburgh the following weekend on Oct 9, the
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Giants were beaten by the Steelers L (23-30). At home on Oct 16, the
Giants beat the Chicago Cardinals W (10-0) before 7,000. Then, on
Oct 23, at home, the Giants were edged out by the Pittsburgh Steelers
L (17-19) before 27,365. On Oct 30, at home, the Giants pounded the
Washington Redskins W (37-7) before 17, 402.

At Cleveland on Nov 6, 1955, the Browns defeated the Giants L (14-
24) before 46,524. At home on Nov 13, the Giants defeated the
Baltimore Colts W (17-7) before 33,982. Then, on Nov20 at home,
the Giants beat the Philadelphia Eagles W (31-7) before 22,075. On
Nov 27, at home, the NY Giants tied the Cleveland Browns T (35—
35) before 45,699. Then, on Dec 4, at Washington, the Giants edged
out the Redskins W 27-20 before 28,556. On December 11, 1955 in
the Season Finale at Detroit, the Giants defeated the Lions W (24—
19) before 45,929 finishing up the second winning season in his first
two for coach Jim Howell. In the next year, Howell would have his
O and D teams ready for his methods and he would have filled in the
spots that were needed to make the team stronger than the 3-9 Steve
Owen team which he inherited.

1955-1962 Top Giants Players Roosevelt Grier DT

Roosevelt Grier (born July 14, 1932) is a little bit of everything or so
it seems. He is an American actor, singer, Protestant minister, and
former professional football player. He was a notable college football
player for The Pennsylvania State University, earning a retrospective
place in the National Collegiate Athletic Association 100th
anniversary list of 100 most influential student athletes. As a pro
player, Grier was a member of the New York Giants and the original
Fearsome Foursome of the Los Angeles Rams. He played in the Pro
Bowl twice.
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Roosevelt Grier
was another
incredible piece
to the puzzle
that allowed
the Giants to
win the 1956
NFL
championship.
He was a
monster in the
middle of their
defense and
was elected to
the All Pro
team as a
defensive tackle
five times with
the Giants.

He would go
on to have an interesting post-football life, including being a body
guard for the Ethel and Robert Kennedy. He famously helped subdue
the assassin who claimed Robert's life.

He also became a popular actor, Christian minister, author, and
singer.

1955-1966 Top Giants Players Jimmy Patton S

The fact that Jimmy Patton and Emlen Tunnell only got to play
together for four seasons is a travesty. Emlen Tunnell is one of the
best safeties of all time and Patton is right behind him on the all-time
list of Giants safeties.
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Patton amassed 52
interceptions in 12
seasons with the
Giants and made the
Pro Bowl five times.
He was part of six

' teams that made the
NFL championship
and a major piece to
the 1956
championship team.

Getting the first
information last, we
now know that James
Russell Patton was
born on September
29, 1933 and he
passed away on
December 22, 1972.
He was a great
American football
defensive back in the
National Football
League (NFL) for the New York Giants. He claimed five-Pro Bowl
selections and was five-time first-team All-Pro. Patton played his
college football at the University of Mississippi and he was drafted in
the eighth round of the 1955 NFL Dratft.

1956 New York Giants Coach #7 Jim Lee Howell

The New York Football Giants represented the City of New York in
the NFL’s 1956 professional football season. The 1956 New York
Giants football team competed in their thirty-second season of
Professional National Football League (NFL) football. They played
in the Eastern Division. The team was led by Giants Great Head
Coach Jim Lee Howell in his third of seven seasons as head coach of
the Giants.

As noted, this was the franchise's 32nd season in the NFL. Home
games were now played in “THE” Yankee Stadium. The Giants had
a winning season. At 8-3-1, New York finished in first place in the
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Eastern Division. Jim Howell was in the third year of a seven-year
tour of duty with the Giants that would render three Division
Championships and one NFL. Championships. This year he would
get both the Division Championship and the NFL. Championship.

The Giants began the season in 1956 with a nice win. At San
Francisco, on Sep 30, 1955, they whooped the 49ers W (48-21) before
40,960. On Oct 7 at Chicago, they lost to the Cardinals L (27-35)
before 21,799. At Cleveland the following weekend on Oct 14, the
Giants beat the Browns W (21-9) before a packed house of 60,042.
Then, on Oct 21, at home, the Giants pounded the Steelers s W (38-
10) before 48,108. On Oct 28, at home, the Giants whipped the
Philadelphia Eagles W (20-3) before 40,960, On Nov 4, at
Pittsburgh , Giants edged out the Steelers W (17-14) before 31,240.

At home on Veterans Day November 11, the Giants defeated the
Chicago Cardinals W (23-10) before 62,410. This brought the
Giants record to 6-1. On Nov 18 at Washington, the Redskins
pounded the Giants L (7-33) before 26,261. Then, the Giants played
to a tie-on Nov 25 against the Chicago Bears T (17-17) before
55,191. At home, on Dec 2, the Giants whooped the Washington
Redskins W (28-14) before 26,261. On Dec 9, at home, the
Cleveland Browns got the best of the Giants L (7-24) before 27,707.
On the season finale, on Dec 15 at Philadelphia, the Giants bested
the Eagles W (21-7) before 16,562.

The Giants won the Eastern Division and then beat the Bears 47-7 in
the NFL Championship which in 1956 was the best you could get
without a Super Bowl.

1956-1964 Top Giants Players Andy Robustelli DE

Andrew Richard Robustelli was born on December 6, 1925 and he
passed away on May 31, 2011. He was a great defensive end in the
National Football League for the Los Angeles Rams and the New
York Giants. He played college football at Arnold College and was
drafted in the nineteenth round of the 1951 NFL Draft. Robustelli
was a six-time First-team All-pro selection and was inducted into the
Pro Football Hall of Fame in 1971.
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Andy
Robustelli's
career might
have been a
bit more
exotic had the
NFL kept
quarterback
sacks as a stat
back in those
days. As it
stands, he's

: = still one of the
best defensive ends to play the game and is a legend among Giants
fans.

He is credited for being an emotional leader and the glue to the 1956
NFL Championship team, which was loaded with Hall of Famers.

His passing recently was a sad day for fans everywhere. He had an
incredible work ethic; the Rams drafted him to catch passes in 1951,
but already had star wide outs at the time so Robustelli dedicated
himself to the defensive side of the ball. He is a hall of famer and
made the Pro Bowl and All Pro rosters seven times each.

26
Andy Robustelli

NEW YORX CIANTS END

Ht. §17; Wt 230; Born Dec. 6, 1926
Coll ¥ .....Armold College
Stamford, Connecticut
Robustells woa Little AH-American hon-
ors 3years in 3 row , (1948-43.50) before
entering the NFL as a member of the
Los Angeles Rams. He was traded to
the New York Giants in 1956 and has
been on the All-Pro defensive squad
every seasoa and s also a regular
selection to the Pro Bowl game. The
acknowledged leader of the fine Giant
defensive team, Andy also serves as

an assistant coach,

ACTUAL IMAGE s
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1956 -1963 Top Giants Players Sam Huff LB

Robert Lee "Sam" Huff was born on Oct 4, 1934. All my life I knew
Sam Huff as the best linebacker that ever lived. . He is a former
professional American football linebacker in the National Football
League (NFL) for the New York Giants and the Washington
Redskins. He was inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame in
1982. He played college football for the West Virginia Mountaineers
football team and is a member of the College Football Hall of Fame.

If Antonio Pierce is the
latest version of the
storied history of Giants
linebackers, Sam Huff
started that history.

Huff started his career
dominating for the Giants
before joining the
Redskins, but he
definitely made a lasting
impact on the Giants to
say the least. He made
five Pro Bowls in eight
seasons with the Giants
and was named the NFL's
best linebacker in 1959.

His story is an interesting
one. He was drafted as a
guard out of college and the head coach at the time—Jim Lee
Howell—had a difficult time finding a spot for Huff. Discouraged by
this, Huff left for the airport and was chased down by an assistant
coach who saw talent in him.

His name was Vince Lombardi, and he convinced Huff to return.
Defensive Coordinator Tom Landry created the 4-3 defense, middle
linebacker Ray Beck got hurt, and the rest is history.
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1957 New York Giants Coach #7 Jim Lee Howell

The New York Football Giants represented the City of New York in
the NFL’s 1957 professional football season. The 1957 New York
Giants football team competed in their thirty-third season of
Professional National Football League (NFL) football. They played
in the Eastern Division. The team was led by Giants Great Head
Coach Jim Lee Howell in his fourth of seven seasons as head coach
of the Giants.

As noted, this was the franchise's 33rd season in the NFL. Home
games were still played in Yankee Stadium. The Giants had a
winning season. At 7-5-1, New York finished in second place in the
Eastern Division. Jim Howell was in the fourth year of a seven-year
tour of duty with the Giants that would render three Division
Championships and one NFL Championships. This year he would
not get either.

The Giants began the season in 1957 with a loss. At Cleveland, on
Sep 29. 1957 the Browns beat the Giants L (3-6) before 58,095.

On Oct 5 at Philadelphia, the Giants beat the Eagles W (24-2)) before
24,342. At Washington, the following weekend on Oct 13, the Giants
beat the Redskins W (24-20) before 39,086.0n Oct 20, the Giants put
a hurt on the Pittsburgh Steelers W (35-0) before 52,589. Then, on
Oct 27, at home, the Giants were defeated by the Washington
Redskins L (14-31) before 40,416. At Green Bay on Nov 3, the
Giants beat the Packers W (31-17) before 32,070.

On Nov 10, at home, the Giants whipped the Chicago Cardinals W
(27-14) before 46,402. At home on Nov 17, the Giants shut out the
Philadelphia EaglesW (13-0) before 42,845. At Chicago on Nov 24,
the Giants beat the Cardinals W (28-21) before 19,200. Then, on
Dec 1, at home, the San Francisco 49ersbeat the Giants L (17-27)
before 54,121. At Pittsburgh on Dec 7, 1957, the Steelers beat the
Giants L (10-21) before 19,772. Then, at home in the season finale
on Dec 15, the Cleveland Browns beat the Giants L (28-34 before
54,294.

1958 New York Giants Coach #7 Jim Lee Howell

The New York Football Giants represented the City of New York in
the NFL’s 1958 professional football season. The 1958 New York
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Giants football team competed in their thirty-fourth season of
Professional National Football League (NFL) football. They played
in the Eastern Division. The team was led by Giants Great Head
Coach Jim Lee Howell in his fifth of seven seasons as head coach of
the Giants.

As noted, this was the franchise's 34" season in the NFL. Home
games were still played in Yankee Stadium. The Giants had a
winning season. At 9-3-0, New York finished in first place in the
Eastern Division. Jim Howell was in the fifth year of a seven-year
tour of duty with the Giants that would render three Division
Championships and one NFL. Championships. This year he would
win the Division but lose the NFL. Championship L (17-23) to the
Colts. 2.

The Giants got off to a great start this season at Chicago by pounding
the Cardinals W (37-7) before 21,923. On October 5, at Philadelphia,
the Eagles edged out the Giants L (24-27) before 23,178. At
Washington on Oct 12, the Giants beat the Redskins W (21-14)
before 30,348. Then, at home on Oct 19, the Chicago Cardinals beat
the Giants L (6-23) before 52,684. On Oct 26, at home in Yankee
Stadium, the Giants beat the Pittsburgh Steelers W (17-6) before
25,007. At Cleveland on Nov 2, the Giants defeated the Browns W
(21-17) before 78,404.

At home, on Nov 9, the Giants defeated the Baltimore Colts W (24—
21) before 71,164. At Pittsburgh, on Nov 16, the Steelers beat the
Giants L (10-31) before 30,030. At home, on Nov 23, the Giants shut
out the Washington Redskins W (30-0) before 46,752. On Nov 30, at
home, the Giants beat the Philadelphia Eagles W (24—-10) before
35,438. At Detroit on Dec 7, the Giants Nosed out the Lions W (19—
17) before 50,115. In the final 1958 season game, on Dec 14, at
home, the Giants edged out the Cleveland Browns W (13—10) before
63,192.

1958 NFL Championship Game

Professional football was becoming more and more popular in the
1950s and it reached a peak during the latter part of the decade. But,
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surprisingly to some, it kept getting more and more popular long
after no stadium seats were available. Television added to the lure.

Some say that much of the popularity can be traced to this single
game — the 1958 NFL Championship Game between the Baltimore
Colts and New York Giants.

Long after the Giants stopped playing ball at the Polo Grounds, this
game was played at Yankee Stadium in New York. It attracted a
major national television audience and became known in football
lore as “The Greatest Game Ever Played.”

More importantly, the game captured the collective attention of the
nation and as a result, pro football exploded across the country in the
following years. By the mid-1960s, professional football became the
nation’s favorite sport to watch and has remained on top ever since.

The drama was high on December 28, 1958 as the NFL's title game
moved into its final minutes of regulation. While an enamored crowd
watched, the television audience lost contact when someone
inadvertently nudged a cable and knocked NBC off the air for several
minutes. It was as bad as the Heidi Fiasco.

Hall of Famer Gino Marchetti watched from the sideline as he
nursed a broken leg suffered earlier in the game.

Historians note that the game actually contained its fair share of
sloppiness — six lost fumbles, missed field goals, interceptions, and
conservative play-calling — which would detract from its moniker
claiming to be the greatest game ever.

But, there’s no denying that the excitement of the back-and-forth
battle reached epic proportions as quarterback Johnny Unitas led the
Colts’ offense onto the field late in the game. With the clock ticking,
the Colts began from their own 14-yard line. After two incomplete
passes, Unitas connected with halfback Lenny Moore on an 11-yard
play to start moving the offense up the field.


https://www.profootballhof.com/news/greatest-game-ever-played/
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Johnny U. missed on a long pass to L.G. “Long Gone” Dupre,
before turning to his favorite target. On second-and-ten, he

found Raymond Berry for a 25-yard gain to midfield. Then, Unitas
looked down the left sideline and connected with Berry for another
15 yards. One more Unitas-to-Berry hook-up, which was good for 22
yards, put the Colts at the Giants’ 13-yard line. With seven seconds
to play in regulation, kicker Steve Myhra trotted onto the field and
booted the 20-yard field goal to send the game into overtime. It
marked the first time in league history that a championship game
would be decided in sudden death.

The Giants won the coin toss but were forced to punt after they went
three-and-out. Seizing the opportunity, Baltimore’s offense
methodically controlled the ball and moved 80 yards on 13 plays.


https://www.profootballhof.com/news/greatest-game-ever-played/

218 Great Moments in New York Giants Football

History was made when fullback Alan Ameche punched through the
line on a one-yard, game-winning touchdown after 8§ minutes and 15
seconds of overtime to give the Colts a 23-17 win and the NFL title!

HALL OF FAMERS

This game featured 17 future members of the Pro Football Hall of
Fame.

Baltimore Colts
Raymond Berry, Art Donovan , Weeb Ewbank (coach) Gino
Marchetti, Lenny Moore, Jim Parker, Johnny Unitas

New York Giants

Roosevelt Brown, Frank Gifford, Sam Huff, Tom Landry (asst.
coach), Vince Lombardi (asst. coach), Tim Mara (Owner),
Wellington Mara (Vice President and Secretary), Don Maynard,
Andy Robustelli, Emlen Tunnell, and of course Charley Conerly
who woulda shoulda coulda; but did not.

1959 New York Giants Coach #7 Jim Lee Howell

The New York Football Giants represented the City of New York in
the NFL’s 1959 professional football season. The 1959 New York
Giants football team competed in their thirty-fifth season of
Professional National Football League (NFL) football. They played
in the Eastern Division. The team was led by Giants Great Head
Coach Jim Lee Howell in his sixth of seven seasons as head coach of
the Giants.

As noted, this was the franchise's 35" season in the NFL. Home
games were still played in Yankee Stadium. The Giants had a
winning season. At 10-2-0, New York finished in first place in the
Eastern Division. Jim Howell was in the sixth year of a seven-year
tour of duty with the Giants that would render three Division
Championships and one NFL Championships. This year the team
would win the Division but lose the NFL. Championship.

The Giants' defense was almost perfect as it became the second
defense in the history of the NFL to lead the league in fewest rushing
yards, fewest passing yards and fewest total yards. The 1959 Giants
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had a powerful offense also with 284 points. This was more than in
any of the previous four seasons in which Vince Lombardi was their
offensive coordinator.

With Charley Conerly(8 games) and Don Heinrich (4 games)
alternating at the QB slot, the Giants got off to a great start this
season at Chicago by pounding the Cardinals W (37-7) before 21,923.
On Oct 4 at Philadelphia, the Eagles shellacked the Giants L (21-49)
before 27,023. At Cleveland, on Oct 11, the Giants beat the Browns,
W (10-6) before 65,534. At home in Yankee Stadium on Oct 18, the
Giants beat the Philadelphia Eagles W (24—7) before 68,783. At
Pittsburgh on Nov 25, the Giants defeated the Steelers W (21-16)
before 33,596. At home on Nov 1, 1959, the Giants whipped the
Green Bay Packers W (20-3) before 68,837. Notice how as the
league has become more mature, the attendance numbers were
increasing.

On Nov 8, at home, the Giants beat the Chicago Cardinals W 9-3
before 56,779. At home on Nov 15, the Pittsburgh Steelers defeated
the Giants L (9-14) before 66,786. At Chicago (played in
Bloomington Minnesota) on Nov 22, the Giants defeated the
Cardinals W (30-20) before 26,625. At Yankee Stadium, on Nov 29,
the Giants beat the Washington Redskins W (45-14) before 60,982.
Then, on Dec 6, the Giants walloped the Cleveland Browns W (48—
7) before 68,436. In the final regular season game of the 1959 season,
at Washington on Dec 13, the Giants whipped the Redskins W (24—
10) before 26,198.

1959-1972 Top Giants Players Joe Morrison
HB / WR

Morrison was born in Lima, Ohio and attended the University of
Cincinnati where he played both halfback and quarterback and also
played on defense during his three varsity seasons. Joe Morrison was
drafted by the Giants in the third round of the 1959 NFL Dratft,
where he mostly played at the positions of running back and wide
receiver.
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He had a long career with the Giants, playing from 1959 to 1972. He
is 3rd on the Giants' team record for receptions, with 395 catches,
from seven different quarterbacks; over his career his plays gained
4,993 yards.

His jersey number (#40) has been retired by the Giants.

Morrison's best individual season as a receiver came in 1966 when
the Giants won only one game. He caught 46 passes for 724 yards
and scored six touchdowns. While the Giants fell on hard times,
Morrison was one of the bright stars on the team. He also had five
seasons of forty receptions or more between 1964 and 1971.

Because he played many positions as needed for the Giants, he was
nicknamed "Old Dependable."

. Despite playing for the

. Giants mostly in years of
. turmoil, Joe Morrison did
' enough in his career to

* have his No. 40 jersey

- number retired.

He was a fantastic athlete
- who excelled both

' running and catching the
. football. By the time he

- called it quits he gained
2,474 rushing yards, 4993
| receiving yards, and 65

. total touchdowns in his

| career.

' He had three different

_  seasons with 30+
receptions and 100+
rushing attempts; he was
your do-it-all guy and he
never complained about

it.
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After playing with the Giants through three championship game
losses in his first four years, the Giants never made it back to the post
season with Morrison.

That doesn't take away from what he accomplished on the field,
however.

1959 NFL Championship Game Giants v Colts

With max attendance at 57, 545 in Baltimore Memorial Stadium, the
1959 NFL Championship Game was sold out the day after the Colts
won the Western Division championship. The Giants of course won
the Eastern Division.

Thus, this championship game would pit the league's top defense
against the best attack.

There was as much happening before the game as at the game.
Everybody had something to say or bet on the game. You could get
odds either way from the bookmakers: Colts by 3 1/2 in Baltimore,
Giants by 3 1/2 in the Big Apple. New York sources said the game
was the biggest betting proposition since the Dempsey-Tunney fight
of 1927.

Both teams, which did not meet during the regular season, were
known for their poise. They kept playing no matter what happened -
good or bad. The consensus was that Baltimore had more speed, but
New York possessed more depth.

The Colts ran a more "daring" offense. Unitas took more chances
than most QBs. However, Conerly was considered the better ball-
handler, faker, and long passer. The Giants felt more confident
heading into the game than they did in '58. That year, they had to
win a playoff game with Cleveland to gain a berth in the title game,
which they entered worn down physically and psychologically.

The offense practiced hand signals for use when the Baltimore crowd
roared.
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Baltimore CB Johnny Sample recalled that the Colts defense felt that
Gifford was the key to the Giants' offense. The blue and white
defenders considered Frank a "pretty boy" and knew he was training
to become a broadcaster after his career ended. Stopping him became
a personal crusade for me, Sample said. If I reduced his effectiveness
in the game, it would certainly improve the Colts' chances for a win.

The Giants did as much if not more talking than the Colts.

Sam Huff: “If we can score 21 points, we'll win. They won't score
more than that against us.”

Dick Modzelewski: “We'll win because we have more confidence
this year”.

Allie Sherman: “They are as good a defensive team as we have
played all year, but we have the personnel to score on them.”

Tom Landry: “No question about it. Our chief problem is to contain
Unitas.”

Dick Lynch, a new CB: “The only way to stop hotshots like Berry is
to really blast them.”

Even the Giants' wives felt more confidence. Perian Conerly wrote
this in an article for the New York Times: “Personally, I detect a bit
more enthusiasm, confidence and - if I may be old-fashioned - desire
in the attitude of the team as a whole than was apparent before last
year's championship game. Last season, we were fighting with our
backs to the wall from the seventh game on.”
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BALTIMORE MEMORIAL STADIUM

CBS broadcast the game in 44 states while NBC handled the coast-to-
coast radio broadcast with Van Patrick and Byron Saam at the mike
and also transmitted the game around the world via Armed Forces
Radio. Vice-President Richard Nixon made the short trip from
Washington to attend the game. The weather provided a late
Christmas present on Sunday, December 27: 51 degrees, light wind.

A tarpaulin covered the field all week. When it was taken off Sunday
morning, the playing area was in good shape except for a slippery
spot in front of the Colts' bench. However, the efficacy of the tarp
was confirmed by the fact that the edges of the field beyond the tarp
were muddy due to rains during the week.

The sun broke through to complete the ideal conditions.

During pregame warmups, Baltimore's brash second-year CB Johnny
Sample yelled over to Frank Gifford, who wrote columns for a New
York newspaper. Hey, Gifford, when are you going to write an
article about me? Frank answered, Kid, I don't even know your
name. The game would change that.

NY head coach Jim Lee Howell just before the kickoff: “It looks like
a fast track. I hope our fellows won't be too tight. They might be
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because of so many fixed responsibilities today. Darrel Dess is
responsible for Big Daddy Lipscomb, Frank Youso for Marchetti,
Crow for Moore, Dick Lynch for Berry, and Huff for Ameche.
The Colt band played the National Anthem to climax its pregame
show.”

Here are some game highlights:

Quarter 1

Marchetti rushes Conerly.

After the Giants punt, Unitas got the Colts going and eventually, he
hit Lenny Moore who caught the ball in stride at the 35 and outran
Lindon Crow and into the end zone. Colts 7 Giants 0 (10:05) The
TD extended Unitas's streak of consecutive games with a TD pass to
39.
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Unitas looks for a receiver.

When the Giants later made it to the 5 things clogged up. Triplett
went up the middle on a draw play to the 10. Conerly pump-faked to
the left, then connected with Bob Schnelker on a flare out to the
right. Bob went out of bounds at the 5. 1st and Goal. Webster tried a
run through LT but got only 2y. Facing a nine-man line, Conerly
tossed a backward pass out to Gifford to the right. But LB Bill
Pellington fought off a block and was waiting for Frank.

So he reversed field and meandered through defenders until being
trapped back at the 8. Conerly went back to pass and, not finding
anyone open, tried to run but was smothered by Lipscomb and then
Marchetti on the 16. So, the Giants settled for the FG by Summerall
from the 23. Colts 7 Giants 3 (1:44).

Summerall’s kickoff was short to the 15, from where Mhyra returned
16 yards. The Colts declined the offside penalty on the Giants. Unitas
handed to Moore who ran into a host of defenders at the 35. Unitas
Mutscheller, who almost lost the ball as he was hit by Crow but
regained control as he fell at the 40. Unitas threw a quick pass to
Berry for the first down at the 44 despite DB Dick Lynch hanging all
over him. Mike Sommer followed Ameche into the line for a gain of
a yard. This was the END OF QUARTER 1: Colts 7 Giants 3
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Summerall kicks FG.

In the second quarter, Mhyra lined up for a FG at the 42 with Ray
Brown holding. But the boot went wide left.

Starting at the 20, Conerly faked a pitchout and handed to Triplett
who went nowhere. Nothing positive happened. Sample returned
Chandler's punt to midfield. After an offsides, the Giants punted
again to the 30. After a 3y run by King and two incompletions,
Chandler booted to Sample, who signaled for a fair catch at the 22.

Trying to make something happen before the half, Conerly threw an
incompletion and eventually the Giants got into FG position. So
Summerall entered and put a 37y FG through the uprights. The fans
booed lustily as the Colts surrounded referee Ron Gibbs protesting
that the FG missed. Nonetheless Colts 7 Giants 6 (0:11). Smalltalk:
Reporters who sat in the baseball press box at that end of the field all
thought Summerall's kick missed and by a wide margin.

HALFTIME SCORE: Colts 7 Giants 6
Quarter 3

After several exchanges, Summerall kicked from the 23. His third FG
tied a championship game record shared by three others. Giants 9
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Colts 7 (7:39) The Giants dominated but not much scoring in Q3.
Colts got just one first down. Giants 9 Colts 7

In Quarter 4, Unitas overthrew Mutscheller to bring up 3rd-and-8.
Johnny rolled left and threw to Berry, who was tackled immediately
by Lynch at the 47. After FB Pricer went up the middle for 4y, Unitas
took a step back and fired to Moore. In a play reminiscent of the TD,
Lenny broke the tackle of Crow and ran free down the middle until
Lynch corralled him from behind at the 13.

od - -

-

Lych brings down Moore with help from Huff.

With the crowd roaring, Pricer pushed to the 9. Then Unitas rolled
right and threw short to Mutscheller who reached behind him to
catch the low pass before being planted by Crow on the 4. With two
FBs, Ameche (limping badly) and Pricer in the backfield, Johnny
rolled right on an option play. But with the defenders playing the
receivers, he ran into the EZ behind the screening block of Moore on
Livingston. Colts 14 Giants 9 (12:18)
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After an interception of Conerly Unitas was smelling blood. He ,
handed to Ameche to the 12. Then the crafty QB sent LE Berry into
the EZ to draw off two defenders and threw underneath to TE Jerry
Richardson, who caught the ball at the 8 and ran toward the pylon
untouched into the EZ. Colts 21 Giants 9

Giants’ Morrison fumbled the kickoff in the end zone, then ran out to
the 17. On 2nd down, Conerly connected with Schnelker slanting
over the middle to the 29. But with the Colts knowing the QB had to
pass, tackles Donovan and Lipscomb sacked him on the 25. Trying
to blunt the rush, Conerly handed to King on a draw play but gained
only 2. Then disaster struck again. Conerly threw toward Gifford
down the left sideline. But Sample, backing up his trash talk with
action, ran across and snatched the ball out of the air at the 42.
Johnny ran unmolested until encountering Roosevelt Brown at the 5.
But he escaped the tackle and pushed through King into the EZ. So,
Conerly, who threw only four INTs during the regular season, now
had two in Q4. Colts 28 Giants 9 (5:19)

Sample who had almost lost his job early on in the season kept
picking off passes, making himself a game hero. Morrison ran the
ensuing kickoff back to the 26. With the Colts expecting a pass,
Gifford ran around RE and followed his blockers all the way to NY
49. Then Conerly tried a dipsy-do, faking to Gifford, then turning
and throwing backwards to Frank in the right flat. The HB threw
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down the middle for Schnelker, but Sample struck again, returning
the ball 27y to the NY 28.

Needing only to run some clock, Unitas handed to Pricer for 2y.
Then he threw a slant to Berry who was hit by Lynch as he caught
the ball on the 17. An incompletion on 3rd down brought in Mhyra,
who booted a 25y FG to make it 24 straight points for the home
team. Colts 31 Giants 9.

Coach Ewbank revealed after the game that he wanted a fake FG. I
yelled to (holder)Ray Brown to throw to Gino Marchetti. I wasn't
trying to pour it on. I just wanted to see Marchetti score a
touchdown. But Brown didn't hear me when I yelled to him. So, we
got the field goal instead.

Timeout with 0:43 remaining. King threw a HB pass incomplete as
Schnelker fell down. Conerly then threw long down the right side to
Schnelker running into the EZ to make the final score more closely
resemble the difference between the teams. Colts 31 Giants 16
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With fans crowding the sidelines, Baltimore ran out the clock.
Some fans tried dismantling the steel goal posts set in concrete and
partially succeeded.

Unitas won the MVP award for the second straight year but this time
didn't keep the Corvette.

End of NFL Championship Recap
1960 New York Giants Coach #7 Jim Lee Howell

The New York Football Giants represented the City of New York in
the NFL’s 1960 professional football season. The 1960 New York
Giants football team competed in their thirty-sixth season of
Professional National Football League (NFL) football. They played
in the Eastern Division. The team was led by Giants Great Head
Coach Jim Lee Howell in his seventh and last of seven seasons as
head coach of the Giants.

As noted, this was the franchise's 36" season in the NFL. Home
games were still played in Yankee Stadium. The Giants had a
winning season. At 6-4-2, New York finished in third place in the
Eastern Division. Jim Howell was in his final year of a seven-year
tour of duty with the Giants that overall rendered mostly winning
seasons; three Division Championships and one NFL
Championships. A bye week this year was necessary, as the league
expanded to an odd-number (13) of teams (Dallas); one team was
idle each week.

Pro football was changing with the addition of the AFL. The Mara
family was opposed to the AFL adding a team in New York, but
received an indemnity fee of ten million dollars to compensate for
potential gate revenue loss for the addition of the New York Jets to
the AFL.

For the Giants, defensive coordinator Tom Landry got his head
coaching job with expansion Dallas Cowboys and the giants had to
fill his defensive coordinator position. Three veterans began to served
dual roles as player-coaches. Names that I can recall like yesterday—
Harland Svare became the defensive coordinator, Andy Robustelli
became defensive line coach, while Jimmy Patton became defensive
backs coach.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tom_Landry
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The Giants began the 1960 season with a win by edging out at San
Francisco W (21-19) before 44,598 after having won the Eastern
Division in 1959. got off to a great start this season at Chicago by
pounding the Cardinals W (37-7) before 21,923. On Oct 2 at St.
Louis, the Giants beat the newly relocated Cardinals (moved from
Chicago) W (35-14) before 26,089. On Oct 9 at Pittsburgh, the
Giants beat the Steelers W (19-17) before 40,323

Then, on Oct 16 at home, the Giants tied the Washington Redskins T
(24-24) before 60,625. On Oct23, Bye. On Oct 30, at home, the
Giants lost to the St. Louis Cardinals L (13-20) before 58,516. Then,
on Nov 6 at home, the Giants beat the Cleveland Browns W (17—
13) before 82,872.

On Nov 13at home, the Giants defeated the Pittsburgh Steelers W
(27-24) before 63,321. At home on Nov 20, the Giants defeated the
Philadelphia Eagles L (10-17) before 63,571. Late in this game,
which was the eighth game of the season at Yankee Stadium,
linebacker Chuck Bednarik, one of the toughest linebackers ever who
also played offense for the Eagles knocked out halfback Frank
Gifford of the Giants. Gifford was unconscious and was taken to St.
Elizabeth's Hospital. The hit put him out of football for over eighteen
months. This game-sealing play involving the two hall of famers is
considered one of the most famous tackles in NFL history. I knew
about it when it happened and the football world was shocked and
praying for Frank Gifford’s recovery.

On Nov 27at Philadelphia, the Eagles defeated the Giants L (23-31)
before 60,547. On Dec 4, the Giants tied the Dallas Cowboys T (31—
31) before 55,033. At Washington, on Dec 11, the Giants

Beat the Washington Redskins W (17-3) before 14,077. At home in
Yankee Stadium on Dec 18, the Cleveland Browns overpowered the
Giants L (34-48) before 56,517

As you know, the Giants were 6—4-2 this year, and the team finished
in third place in the Eastern Conference. As a result, the Giants
missed out on the post-season: the NFL Championship Game was
won by host Philadelphia. The participants of the third-place bowl
game were the second-place teams of the NFL’s Eastern and Western
conferences. The third-place game in Miami, the first of the ten
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Playoff Bowls played in 1961 after the 1960 NFL. Championship was
won by Detroit at the Orange Bowl in early January. FYI, The
Playoff Bowl (officially known as the Bert Bell Benefit Bowl) was a
post-season game for third place in the National Football League
(NFL), played ten times following the 1960 through 1969 seasons, all
at the Orange Bowl in Miami, Florida.
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Chapter 15 Giants Coach Allie Sherman
1961 to 1968

Coach #8 Allie Sherman

Coach Year Rank WLT
Allie Sherman 1961 1% 10-3-1
Allie Sherman 1962 1 1220
Allie Sherman 1963 1st 1130
Allie Sherman 1964 7th 2102
Allie Sherman 1965 T-2nd 770
Allie Sherman 1966 8th 1121
Allie Sherman 1967 2nd 770
Allie Sherman 1968 2nd 770

1961-1968 Allie Sherman final record (57-51-4)
R VAL [ ™ 17'. -

u ‘.'b
<’ ‘ 3

Allie Sherman was the eighth football coach in the National Football
League (NFL) for the New York Giants from 1961 until 1968. He
finished his career with the Giants as their head coach. Over his
eight years of coaching, his Giant teams compiled a cumulative
record of 57-51-4. During his entire coaching career, he was the head
coach of the New York Giants. His tenure was from 1961 until the


https://pro-football-history.com/season/216/1961-new-york-giants-schedule
https://pro-football-history.com/season/223/1968-new-york-giants-schedule
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1968 season. As noted, the Giants went 57-51-4 during his time at the
helm. Sherman was a fine coach who won the NFL's Coach of the
Year award two times throughout his career, most recently in 1962
after he had guided the Giants to a 12-2-0 record and a berth in the
post-season playoffs. During the 1963 season as the head coach of the
New York Giants, he coached Y.A. Tittle to the Most Valuable
Player honor.

1961 New York Giants Coach #8 Allie Sherman

<< Allie Sherman

The New York Football Giants
represented the City of New York in
the NFL’s 1961 professional football
season. The 1961 New York Giants
football team competed in their thirty-
seventh season of Professional
National Football League (NFL)
football. They played in the Eastern
Division. The team was led by Giants
Head Coach Allie Sherman in his first
of eight seasons as head coach of the
Giants.

As noted, this was the franchise's 37" season in the NFL. Home
games were still played in Yankee Stadium. The Giants had a
winning season. At 10-3-1, New York finished in first place in the
Eastern Division. Allie Sherman was in his first year of an eight-year
tour of duty with the Giants that produced three division
championships and three shots at the NFL. Championship game.

There were a lot of drama’s in the NFL during the off-season after
Howell stepped down from his coaching duties for the Giants. The
biggest speculation was whether Vince Lombardi would return to
New York as head coach of the Giants. As noted, Jim Lee Howell
had announced before the 1960 season began that it would be his last
year as Giant’s coach. His plan was to retire at the end of that
campaign as New York's head coach.


https://pro-football-history.com/season/217/1962-new-york-giants-schedule
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https://pro-football-history.com/coach/1738/ya-tittle-bio

Chapter 15 Giants Coach Allie Sherman 1961 to 1968 235

As November became December, New York sports writers felt that
the lure of the Big Apple would be too much for Lombardi to pass up
though it was clear that he was enjoying Green Bay.

Red Smith wrote in the New York Herald Tribune: “Lombardi has
relished his success in Green Bay, has enjoyed being his own boss
even though the double job makes heavy demands on his time. But
he doesn't try to hide his homesickness ... They love Vincent in
Green Bay. They would love him in New York.”

Lombardi’s longtime friend Arthur Daley of the New York Times
called him "a New Yorker a heart" and "always the Giants' boy."
However, people Lombardi admired in the NFL, such as George
Halas, Paul Brown, and, to a lesser extent, new Commissioner Pete
Rozelle, urged him to stay in Green Bay. The talented coach had in
effect saved that venerable franchise but, if he left, there was the
strong possibility that it would fall back into danger again.

Lombardi took his time agonizing through the winter of 1961 about
whether to ask the Packers for a release from his contract. He finally
decided to remain in Green Bay with the Packers and fulfill the
obligations he had incurred in Green Bay. Besides, he admitted that
he enjoyed coaching "the damn good team" he had returning.

After waiting for his friend's decision, Giants owner Wellington
Mara needed to decide. So, he promoted offensive coordinator Allie
Sherman to the head coaching position. Little did anyone know that
the two men would meet for the NFL Championship the very next
season—this season. And it would be exciting but not too happy for
the Giants.

Under Howell’s last year, the Giants had relinquished the NFL East
title. This year, the Giants under Sherman reclaimed the title with a
10-3—1 record. They lost to the one-time Giants assistant coach,
Vince Lombardi-who coached the Green Bay Packers in the NFL
Championship Game in Wisconsin.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vince_Lombardi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Green_Bay_Packers
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1961-1964 Top Giants Players Erich Barnes
CB/HB

Barnes was drafted in the fourth round by the Bears in the 1958 NFL
Draft and traded to the Giants in 1961.

Though Erich
16 Barnes was
! only on the
E”Ch Bames . Giants for four
NEW YORK GMANTS HALFEACK ’ seasons, he

He 537 WL 198 Born Jely 4, 1935
Cobege: Purdue, Home: Chiago, . | made the Pro

An outstanding 2il-adound ‘athiete 3t Bowl each year
B Pucdse Unersity (1956585, Barnes

0 was dratled 4th by the Chicago Bears for the team
N in 1953 and traded fo. the (Nnis in

1961, He fied am NFL r2¢ord ta his first and was a
season with the Giants by intercepliag staple on a

2 pass azainst Datlas and ceturning it
102 yards for 3-toutkdonn. An ides! defense that led

coenerback: biz {85t and 3 rupged the Giants to
B tackler, Enich is 1ated 35 one of the top

defensive haffbacks in pro football the title game
three years in a
@ row from 1961
to 1963.
The Giants

went through a period of down times in the late 60s and 70s, which
was due mainly to them losing several of their defensive stars, and
Barnes is included in that when the Giants traded him to Cleveland.

He had 18 interceptions in four seasons with the Giants and his 102-
yard touchdown return on an interception tied an NFL record at the
time.

Games of the 1961 Season

The Giants began the 1961 season on Sept 17, 1961, with a loss
against the St. Louis Cardinals W (21-10) before 58,059. On Sept 24,
at Pittsburgh, the Giants defeated the Steelers W (17-14) before
35,587. On Oct 1 at Washington, the Giants beat the Redskins W
(24--21) before 36,767. On Oct 8, at St. Louis, the Giants beat the
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Cardinals W (24-9) before 23,713. Then, on Oct 15, at Dallas, the
Giants slammed the Cowboys W (31-10) before 41,500.

At home on Oct 22, the Giants beat the Los Angeles Rams at
Yankee Stadium W (24-14) before 63,053. At home again on Oct 29,
Tom Landry’s Dallas Cowboys nosed out the Giants L (16-17)
before 60,254. At home on Nov 5, the Giants smashed the
Washington Redskins in a shutout W (53-0) before 56,077. On Nov
12, at home, the Giants defeated the Philadelphia EaglesW (38—
21)before 62,800. At Yankee Stadium in a home match on Nov 19,
against the Pittsburgh Steelers, the Giants prevailed W (42-21) before
62,592.

At Cleveland on Nov 26, the New York Giants beat the Browns W
(37-21) before a packed house of 80,455. Then, on Dec 3, at Green
Bay, the Vince Lombardi’s Packers edged out the Giants L (17-20)
before 47,012. At Philadelphia on Dec 10, the Giants edged out the
Eagles W (28-24) before 60,671. Then, in the season finale on Dec
17, the Giants tied the Cleveland Browns T (7-7) before 61,804.

1961-1964 Top Giants Players Y A Tittle QB

Yelberton Abraham Tittle Jr. was born on October 24, 1926 and he
passed away on October 8, 2017). He was always better known as Y.
A. Tittle. He was one of the finest professional American football
quarterbacks that ever played the game. He starred in the National
Football League (NFL) for the San Francisco 49ers, New Y ork
Giants, and Baltimore Colts, after spending two seasons with the
Colts in the All-America Football Conference (AAFC).

Known for his competitiveness, leadership, and striking profile, Tittle
was the centerpiece of several prolific offenses throughout his
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seventeen-year professional career from 1948 to 1964. Y.A. Tittle

made a name for himself for the San Francisco 49ers before joining

the Giants in the twilight of his career, and nobody expected him to
be as successful.

He led the Giants
to the Eastern title
in 1961, '62, and
'63, winning the
NFL MVP in some
fashion in all three
seasons. He first
came to the Giants
as a resented player
who was replacing
team favorite
Charlie Conerly,
but soon won over
his teammates with
his unbelievable

play.

Although he made
the title game with

Y.A. TITTLE the Giants those

QUARTERBACK o three years, the title
e SAN FRANCISCO 490rs INEIR NN TR

people point to that
as a reason why he's not in the conversation for greatest in that era.

He still holds the record, along with a couple others, for tossing seven
touchdown passes in a single game. He is one of the few Giants to
have his number retired.

Though the Giants only had Tittle's service for four seasons, he
tossed 96 touchdowns and only 68 interceptions during those four
years. That would be a great run even by today's standards.
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1961 NFL Championship Game

The prelude

As we saw 1in this year’s write-up, the Giants returned to the top of
the East, nosing out the defending NFL champions from
Philadelphia by just a half-game.

There was a big difference from 1960 in that the Giants had no
problem beating the Sonny Jurgenson-led Eagles both times they
played in '61 after losing both encounters with Norm Van Brocklin's
gang the year before.

The top-notch Giants defense returned intact, giving up almost a
touchdown less per game than in 1960 thanks in part to the NFL's
best secondary. Dick Lynch (whose nine interceptions led the
league), Jimmy Patton, Erich Barnes (with the most INT return yards
in the circuit), and Joe Morrison combined to lead the league in INT's
with 33 (four more than the Packers).

The Giant’s offense was back and reinvigorated with the acquisition
of QB Y. A. Tittle off the 49ers' bench. At age 35, he was sharp as
ever, completing 57.2% of his passes for 2,272y and 17 TDs.

Because of the big hit last year, HB Frank Gifford was missing from
the Giants lineup for 1961. He had been a mainstay of their team for
nine years, In February after recovering from the hit, Gifford
announced his retirement from pro football. As we know, he missed
the second half of the '60 season following the vicious hit by Chuck
Bednarik of the Eagles. The event that clinched his departure was
CBS offering him a long-term radio contract for nearly twice the pay
he made as a Giant. Gifford still had a flare for the game but would
not be playing in 1961.

Lombardi kept pushing his defending West champions even more.
He was not ready to give anything to New York. The Green Bay
offense functioned like a well-oiled machine, leading the league with
391 points, 23 more than the Giants. The order in points allowed was
the opposite, NY edging the Pack 220-223.
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After an unexpected loss to the Detroit Lions on opening day in
Green Bay 17-13, the Packers came back with six straight wins and
won ten of their next eleven to win the West division by 2.5 games
over 8-5-1 Detroit.

Lombardi felt he had an even better team than the prior year with
main additions to his lineup—DBs Willie Wood, in his second year,
and rookie Herb Adderley. They were ably coached by veteran
Emlen Tunnell not only in how to cover receivers but also how to be
an African-American in an overwhelmingly Caucasian league.

Bart Starr was as good as it gets as the Packers QB. He had an
incomparable offensive line and so Starr was able to set a franchise
record for passing yards, and FB Jim Taylor pounded the line for
1,307 yards (trailing only Jim Brown of Cleveland) and 15 TDs (tops
in the league).

Vince Lombardi might have ruled his team with an iron hand, but he
couldn't control international affairs. When the Soviets constructed
the Berlin wall late that summer, President John Kennedy activated
thousands of military reservists and national guardsman. Three
Packers received their call-up notices in October: Paul Hornung,
Boyd Dowler, and Ray Nitschke.

Lombardi did his best to get these players back. He contacted
Pentagon officials to get them to grant deferments to Hornung and
Nitschke as "critical members of the team." Fans all over Wisconsin
wrote letters on behalf of their heroes. With the Cuban Missile Crisis
looming, the Pentagon brass couldn't justify deferring football
players. However, Hornung got a break by being stationed at Fort
Riley in Kansas where the commanding officer was a friend of
Lombardi from the days when Vince coached at West Point. So, he
approved Paul Hornung being allowed to join his other team on
Sundays providing it did not interfere with his military duties.

Thus, the triple-threat HB played in 12 of the 14 games. He missed
the Sunday before Thanksgiving as well as the annual Turkey Day
game at Detroit. With his kicking ability, he led the NFL in scoring
to win the league MVP award. Nitschke also missed two games while
Dowler took the field in all 14.
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The Giants and Packers met in the regular season in Milwaukee on
December 3. The Packers Offensive line surprised the Giants' strong
defense with some unusual blocking stunts to spring helping Jim
Taylor run for 186 yards in the Green Bay 20-17 victory.

The 1961 NFL Championship Game
Giants v Packers

As the Packers prepared for the title game, they received good news
about their army callups for the NFL Championship Game.

Hornung got a week's leave from the Army to be able to play in the
game and he practiced with the team from Tuesday on. Paul said his
weight, which had been 218 at the start of the season, had dropped to
202 while in the service but had been beefed up to 212.

Dowler and Nitschke were also on Army leave, giving Lombardi his
full squad for practice for the first time in eight weeks.

Hornung was able to play thanks to intervention from on high. Here
is the Paul Hornung story from his autobiography:

“I was supposed to begin a six-day leave the Tuesday after the
championship game. I asked my captain if I could switch the leave to
December 27-January 3 so I'd be able to play in the NFL title game.
Much to my surprise, the SOB said no.

I immediately called Lombardi and told him we had a problem. He
listened, then said, "Let me make a phone call and I'll call you back
in twenty minutes." When he called back, he said, "I think your
captain 1s about ready to get a phone call that will get you off to

play."

Damned if he hadn't called President Kennedy. Sure enough, the
captain got an immediate call from the White House. At first, he
didn't believe it was really JFK on the line. Heck, everybody was
impersonating Kennedy's Massachusetts accent back then. But when
it dawned on the captain that it was, indeed, Kennedy, it wasn't long
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before Private Hornung was on his way to Green Bay to play in the
championship on December 31.

The Giants arrived in Green Bay the day before the game to find the
thermometer registering 10°. As their bus drove to the hotel, they saw
signs throughout the city proclaiming, WELCOME TO
TITLETOWN, U.S.A.

LB Sam Huff joked that they had spelled "Tittle" wrong, and the
visitors would turn the city into Tittletown.

Emlen Tunnell, the longtime Giant S, who lived at the hotel where
the visiting team stayed, greeted his old teammates with You guys
got here for the heat wave. It had been subzero earlier.

The Giants were frisky and joking during their short workout.

They were more loose than usual, remarked NFL Coach of the Year
Sherman. They've been loose like this before their best games this
season. Allie declared he had no intention of "going conservative"
and hinted that his HBs might throw the ball on pitchout plays.

With excellent receivers in Del Shofner (another key off-season
acquisition), Kyle Rote, and Joe Walton, the Giants' passing game
was rated superior to that of the Packers.

The only Giant not in the best of shape was all-pro OT Roosevelt
Brown, who had been bothered by a knee injury for the past few
games. However, he was expected to play.

Obsessed with beating his former

The Highlights of the Championship Game

The Packers started slow but operated on all cylinders in the second
quarter. The Giants won the toss and elected to receive. Y A Tittle
threw into the flat to FB Alex Webster to the 37. Kicking with the
wind, Chandler booted to Willie Wood at the 23. After an exchange,
After Webster met a stone wall on 2nd down, Y.A. threw down the
middle to Rote, who, looking back into the sun, dropped the ball at
the 15. So, Chandler punted into the EZ.
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Alex Webster finds the going tough.

The Giants didn't know it, but the Packers were about to take control
of the game but not immediately. At the end of the first quarter, it
was the Packers 0 Giants 0.

Hornung scored the first TD in the second quarter. He took the
handoff on a crossbuck over RT this time into the EZ to culminate an
80yard march to get the 2™ quarter going. Giants 0 Packers 7.
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Wells returned the kick from the 17 to the 25. Tittle tried to hit Rote
again but, rushed by Bill Forrester, overthrew the receiver. Webster
took a draw play handoff to the 30. Tittle's next throw proved
disastrous. Deflected by DT Henry Jordan, the ball went into the
hands of MLB Ray Nitschke, who was downed on the 34. Hornung
took a handoff to the right, stopped, and threw downfield to the left
to McGee, but Lynch defensed the pass beautifully.

With Andy Robustelli at his feet, Hornung threw incomplete to his
buddy Max McGee. Now it was Starr's turn to try to get the ball to
Max, but the ball sailed too high in the EZ. On 3rd-and-10, Bart Starr
threw a look-in to TE Ron Kramer, who bulled to the 18. Taylor
found slow-going in the middle as two carries gained 5y. Then Starr
threw a beautiful bullet into the outstretched hands of Dowler
streaking across from his RE position on his way to the EZ. Lindsey
Nelson pointed out that Green Bay could thank the U.S. Army for
the TD as Nitschke made the INT to start the march and Dowler
scored it - both on leave from Fort Lewis (WA). Packers then led 14
Giants 0 (10:41)
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With Andy Robustelli at his feet, Hornung throws incomplete to his buddy Max
McGee.

Jim Taylor on the prowl
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The Packers kept it going. A delay handoff to Hornung pushed 4y
closer to pay dirt. Then the Golden Boy dove over RT to the 15 for
GB's seventh first down (to two for the Giants). After a short run,
Starr stepped back with the snap and flipped the ball to Kramer over
the middle into the EZ. Packers 21 Giants 0

Agajanian kicked off for the fourth time and Wells made another
nifty return to the 39. Sherman sent Charlie Conerly in at QB to see if
he could mount a comeback Conerly threw an incompletion but got
a first down on an offside penalty to midfield. The Giants didn't
hesitate to go for it on 4th down. But the ball sailed high and off
Kyle's hands. Green Bay got the ball on the 20 since the pass was
incomplete in the EZ.

Hornung weaved through RT out to the 35. Hornung finished it off
with a 17yard FG. Packers 24 Giants 0 (0:00). Hornung booted a FG
to end the first half.

Hornung Kicks FG to end half

The Giants were discouraged with a lopsided halftime stat showed
the New Yorkers with only four first downs and 35yards rushing
while the Packers registered 13 first downs, 101yards rushing, and
106 passing.
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In the third quarter, Pat Summerall kicked off to up man Nitschke,
who returned to the 36. Patton returned to the secondary. Starr tried
the crossbuck over LT that had been so successful the first half, but
the Giants stopped Hornung after just a short gain.

When the Packers got the ball back, Hornung ran through RT for 5
but the Packers had to punt.

The Giants defense continued to show some spunk as they dropped
Taylor for a half-yard loss around LE. Eventually, Hornung fumbled
but Green Bay recovered on the 15. Starr lobbed a pass toward
Hornung swinging upfield to the right, but Barnes knocked it down.
So Hornung lined up a FG attempt at the 22. Packers 27 Giants 0
(5:05).

When the Packers got the ball back, Starr reared back and hit RE
Dowler who ran to the 32. 1st down. On a dive play at LG, Hornung
advanced to the 26. Starr then threw a down-and-out to 6'5" Dowler
who got his feet inbounds at the 13 as Barnes protested the call. With
a defender at his feet, Hornung threw a pass too wide for McGee at
the left edge of the EZ. Bart Starr then threw to Kramer who got
loose from Joe Morrison in the same area for a TD. Packers 34
Giants 0 (2:48)

Packers got the ball back after some Tittle passes. After GB got the
ball, Hornung then split the uprights from the 19 to give him 19
points for the day, a championship game record. Packers 37 Giants 0
(8:12)

In 4Q, after the two-minute warning, Dowler came back in and
boomed a punt that was downed at the 9. With no chance to avoid a
shutout, the Giants ran out the clock. Gaiters gained 2. Tittle didn't
connect with Shofner on a down and out. For the first time, Y. A.
went into a shotgun formation he brought from San Francisco but
badly overthrew Pete Hall. Adderley made a diving INT at the 30,
got up, and jitterbugged to the 16.
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Ron Kramer snags a pass

Herb Adderley returns an INT in the last minutes of the game.

With the crowd roaring from more points, Roach sneaked, then let
the time run out as the two teams headed for the tunnel in the south
end zone before the gun sounded. Sherman ran across the field and
congratulated Lombardi. FINAL: GREEN BAY 37 NEW YORK 0

When the gun sounded, Hawg Hanner and Dan Currie hoisted
Lombardi onto their shoulders and, with a gang of exultant Packers,
ran to the clubhouse. * The fans flooded the field and wrestled down
the goal posts. « The Packers Band marched onto the field and
played "Auld Lang Syne" to bring in the New Year.

Sherman offered these thoughts: "We have been whipped before, and
we'll get whipped again. But don't let this one get you down. We will
be back again. We have had a great season, and I am proud to have
been your coach. Now square those shoulders and walk tall. Good-
bye and thank you."
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1961 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP PACKERS
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Top Row—Bill Quinlan, Forrest Gregg, Emlen Tunnell, Ray Nitschke, Dave Hanner, Henry Jordan,
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1962 New York Giants Coach #8 Allie Sherman

The New York Football Giants represented the City of New York in
the NFL’s 1962 professional football season. The 1962 New York
Giants football team competed in their thirty-eighth season of
Professional National Football League (NFL) football. They played
in the Eastern Division. The team was led by Giants Head Coach
Allie Sherman in his second of eight seasons as head coach of the
Giants.

As noted, this was the franchise's 38" season in the NFL. Home
games were still played in Yankee Stadium. The Giants had a nice
winning season. At 12-2-0, New York finished in first place in the
Eastern Division. Allie Sherman was in his second year of an eight-
year tour of duty with the Giants that would bring three division
championships and three shots at the NFL. Championship game.

As discussed, the 1962 New York Giants season was the franchise's
38th season in the National Football League. Giants quarterback Y.
A. Tittle, who played few more than four seasons with New York
had what fans would call a breakout season in 1962. Cold Hard



250 Great Moments in New York Giants Football

Football Facts offered: "It's safe to call Tittle a late bloomer. He
enjoyed various degrees of success in his first 14 seasons with three
teams in two different pro football leagues. But then in 1962, at the
age of 36 and under second-year head coach Allie Sherman, Tittle
exploded for a record 33 TD passes to lead the Giants to a 12-2
record." YA Tittle was a phenomenon for sure.

The Giants pounded just about everybody in 1962 as YA Tittle was
in his glory years and Allie Sherman could make no mistakes until
the championship game. The Giants defeated Pittsburgh by three
whole games to capture the Eastern Championship over the Pirates.
Other than the Giants, the games were close. The Giants at 12-2
looked like nobody could beat them. Considering Cleveland took the
first game, the Giants went 12-1 with one loss by three points to
Pittsburgh in mid-season. They were a phenomenal team for the
second year on a row.

The Giants began the season with a loss at Cleveland on Sept 16,
1962 being defeated by the Browns, L (7-17) before 81,115. At
Philadelphia on September 23, the Giants drubbed the Eagles W (29—
13) before 60,671. At Pittsburgh on Sept 30 in a close match. The
Giants defeated the Steelers W (31-27) before 40,916. At St. Louis
on Oct 7, the Giants defeated the Cardinals W (31-14) before
20,327. The Pittsburgh Steelers defeated the NY Giants on Oct 14, L
(17-20) before 62,808.

On Oct 21, at home, the Giants edged the Detroit Lions W (17-14)
before 62,856. At home again on Oct 28, the Giants pounded the
Washington Redskins W (49-34) before 62,844. Then, on Nov 4, at
home v St. Louis, the Giants edged out the Cardinals W (31-28)
before 62,775. Then, on Nov 11, at Dallas, the NY Giants whipped
the Dallas Cowboys W (41-10) before 45,668. At Yankee Stadium
on Nov 18, against Philadelphia, the Giants beat the EaglesW (19—
14) before 62,705

1

Then, on Nov 25, at Washington, New Y ork whipped the Redskins
W (42-24) before 49,219. On Dec 2, at Chicago, the Giants edged
out by two points the Bears W (26—24) before 49,043. Then, on Dec
9, the Giants licked the Cleveland Browns W (17-13) in another
close game before 62,794. Wrapping up the season against Dallas on
Dec 16, the Giants squashed the Cowboys W 41-31 before 62,694.
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That was a season finale leading the Giants to a 12-win season—not
too shabby!

NFL Championship Game 1962 NY v GB

As we discussed already, YA Tittle’s last 1961 season game for the
Giants QB, was nothing less than a banner year. Tittle had thrown
for 21/42, for 341 Yds, for 6 touchdowns and to prove he was human
Y.A. threw two interceptions. The next game was the NFL
Championship but the Giants outperformed so many in the Eastern
Division, it looked like nobody could touch them. Their yearly
nemesis, the Green Bay Packers coached by the inimitable Vince
Lombardi were playing their hearts out waiting for another shot at
whooping the Giants in the NFL Championship game

This game was played on December 30, which is my son Michaels’s
birthday. Yes, it was held on December 30, 1962. The normal foes
over the years had been the best teams in the league — the Giants and
the Packers. Yes, it was the same Green Bay Packers coached by the
immortal Vince Lombardi.

The game was won by the Packers by the score of L (7—16) before
46,892

At the end of the Eastern Season, the New York Giants were 12-2
and the Pittsburgh Steelers were 9-5. Neither the great Giants Eastern
Record or the great Packers Western record could make the NFL
Championship game any better. It was a great game but not for the
Giants.

Maybe, despite how great a coach was for the Giants, they might
have been better off figuring out how to not have Vince Lombardi
ever leave New York. Was it Jim Taylor, Paul Hurnung, or Vince
Lombardi who brought Green Bay its championships. Will we ever
know?

The 1962 National Football League Championship Game was the
30th NFL title game, played on December 30 at Yankee Stadium in


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_National_Football_League
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yankee_Stadium_(1923)
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New York City. It matched the New York Giants (12-2) of the
Eastern Conference and Green Bay Packers (13-1) of the Western
Conference, the defending league champions.

The Packers were led by former Giants assistant coach Vince
Lombardi, in his fourth year, and the Giants by Allie Sherman, in his
second season. Green Bay was favored by 6% points. The attendance
for the game was 64,892, and the weather during the game was so
cold that television crews used bonfires to thaw out their cameras,
and one cameraman even suffered frostbite. The conditions also
made throwing the ball difficult.

Green Bay won of course in 1962 again against the Giants just like
the previous year L (7-16). It did not just happen. Many credit the
performances of game Most Valuable Player linebacker Ray
Nitschke, and fullback Jim Taylor. Right guard Jerry Kramer, filling
in as placekicker for the injured Paul Hornung, was able to score ten
points with three field goals and an extra point.

The Giants played well overall but fumbled twice. Ray Nitschke
recovered both fumbles for the Packers, while the Packers recovered
all five of their own fumbles and intercepted a Giants pass. It was a
close game for sure but the bounces favored the Green Bay Packers.

This was the third and final NFL title game played at Yankee
Stadium; the others were in 1956 and 1958, with the Giants winning
the first. There would not be another NFL title game in greater New
York City for 51 seasons until Super Bowl XLVIII, which was played
February 2, 2014 at MetLife Stadium and resulted in the Seattle
Seahawks defeating the Denver Broncos 43-8. Previous
championship games hosted by the Giants in New York were played
across the Harlem River at the Polo Grounds in 1934, 1938, 1944,
and 1946; the Giants won the first two. An additional title game was
played at the Polo Grounds in 1936, hosted by the Boston Redskins
and won by the Packers.

The 1962 game was a rematch of the 1961 game, won by Green Bay
at home, 37-0. It was the Packers' third straight appearance in the
championship game, and the Giants' fourth in five seasons, and fifth
in the last seven.
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1963 New York Giants Coach #8 Allie Sherman

The New York Football Giants represented the City of New York in
the NFL’s 1963 professional football season. The 1963 New York
Giants football team competed in their thirty-ninth season of
Professional National Football League (NFL) football. They played
in the Eastern Division. The team was led by Giants Head Coach
Allie Sherman in his third of eight seasons as head coach of the
Giants.

As noted, this was the franchise's 39" season in the NFL. Home
games were still played in Yankee Stadium. The Giants had a nice
winning season. At 11-3-0, New York finished in first place in the
Eastern Division. Allie Sherman was in his third year of an eight-year
tour of duty with the Giants that would bring three division
championships and three shots at the NFL. Championship game.

In the Giants 39" season, the Giants won their third consecutive
NFL Eastern Conference title with an 11-3 record. It was the Giants’
sixth Division win in eight years, but again the team lost the NFL
championship game. This loss was closer than ever-a 14-10 edge-out
by the Chicago Bears, at Wrigley Field. This would call out a long
drought of Giants' final post-season appearance until 1981.

This year, Giants quarterback Y. A. Tittle was again a superstar. He
produced one of the greatest passing seasons in NFL history. Tittle
had most certainly had a breakout season the previous year, but
according to Cold Hard Football Facts, "he was even better in 1963,
breaking his own record set the year before with 36 TD passes while
also leading the league in completion percentage, yards per attempt
and passer rating. Tittle's G-Men scored a league-leading 32.0 points-
per-game and he lifted his team to an epic title-game. He was at his
best in all showings including the showdown with the Bears. The
scuttle on the bears is that they possessed what was easily the league's
best defense in 1963 (--10.3 points-per-game).
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Games of the 1963 Season

The Giants began the season with a win at Baltimore on Sept 15,
against the Colts W (37-28) before 60,029. At Pittsburgh on
September 22, the Giants were shut out by the Steelers L (0-31)
before 46,068 . At Philadelphia on Sept 29, the Giants defeated the
Eagles (37-14) before 60,671. At Washington on Oct 6, the Giants
defeated the Redskins W (24—14) before 49,419. The Cleveland
Browns defeated the NY Giants at home on Oct 14, L (24-35) before
62,956.

On Oct 20 at home, the Giants defeated the Dallas Cowboys W (37—
21) before 62,889, At Cleveland on Oct 27 the Giants pounded the
Browns W (33—-6) before 84,213. Then, on Nov 3at St. Louis, the
Giants beat the CardinalsW (38-21) before 29,482. At home, on Nov
10, the Giants pummeled the Philadelphia Eagles W (42—-14) before
62,936. Then, at home at Yankee Stadium on Nov 17, the Giants
defeated the San Francisco 49ers W (48—-14) before 62,982.

On Nov 24, at home, the Giants were beaten by the St. Louis
Cardinals L (17-24) before 62,992. Then, at Dallas on Dec 1, the
Giants edged out the Cowboys W (34-27) before 29,653. Then, on
Dec 8 at home, the Giants beat the Washington Redskins W (44—14)
before 62,992. In the season finale, at home, on Dec 15, the Giants
beat the Pittsburgh Steelers W (33—17) before 63,240

1963-1974 Top Giants Players Emlen Tunnel S

Emlen Lewis Tunnell was born on March 29, 1924 and he passed
away on July 23, 1975. He was sometimes known by the nickname
"The Gremlin." Tunnel was an American football player and coach.
He had the distinction of being the first African American to play for
the New York Giants and also the first to be inducted into the Pro
Football Hall of Fame.

Born and raised in the Philadelphia area, Tunnell played college
football at the University of Toledo in 1942 and University of lowa in
1946 and 1947. He also served in the United States Coast Guard
from 1943 to 1946. He received the Silver Lifesaving Medal for
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heroism in rescuing a shipmate from flames during a torpedo attack
in 1944 and rescuing another shipmate who fell into the sea in 1946.

He next played 14 seasons in the National Football League (NFL) as
a defensive halfback and safety for the New York Giants (1948—1958)
and Green Bay Packers (1959-1961). He was selected as a first-team
All-Pro six times and played in nine Pro Bowls.

Emlen Tunnel is another player who will last through the history of
the NFL as one of the greatest defensive players ever. The first
African American player for the Giants as well as the first African
American player to be elected to the Hall of Fame, Tunnell was
definitely influential off the field as much as he was on it.

In one year, Tunnell actually had more interception and kick return
yards than the NFL's leading rusher. He was known as the "offense
on defense" in the famed Umbrella defense.

He's on any sane person's list of the greatest players of all time, and
rightfully so. He had 79 interceptions in his career, second only to the
career leader Paul Krause who has 81.
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Tunnell was one of the reasons Steve Owen's famed umbrella defense
worked so well. It was designed to keep everything in front of four
defensive backs whose job was to make life hell for opposing passers.

In his first 10 years in the league, Tunnell never had less than six
interceptions in any one season. He made nine Pro Bowls and his 79
picks were a record at the time of his retirement.

NFL Championship Game Giants v Bears

On December 29 1963, the Giants and Chicago met in the 1963 NFL
Championship Game at Wrigley Field before 45,801 on Dec 29,
1963. The Bears got the best of the Giants L (10-14) in a defensive
struggle.

Other than in a heat spell in the summer, turning the phrase, “Think
it's cold now in Chicago?” would get you the right reaction in the
Windy City of Chicago. On December 29, 1963, it was 9 degrees at
kickoff for the NFL championship game between the Chicago Bears
and New York Giants at Wrigley Field, on a Sunday in 1963, when
at the time this game was played was almost exactly 50 years ago.

It's tough to believe if you've grown up with the television-centric

NFL of today, but before the AFL-NFL merger in 1970, pro football
was still a secondary sport to baseball. It was thought by NFL owners
that they had to "protect" home attendance -- still the source of the
bulk of their income, before the huge TV deals of today -- so home
games were blacked out in local markets.

Yes, even the NFL championship game. Can you imagine such a
scenario today? Here were the Bears, playing a title game at home for
the first time in 20 years (the 1946 and 1956 title games were both on
the road), and Chicago fans couldn't watch it on local television.

Many of us still have a very strong and somewhat fond memory of
our dads wrestling with the TV antenna on the roof of our house,
adjusting it so we could watch the game via the local station that was
carrying it. We did get the signal and we watched the Giants get
beaten by the Bears 14-10. It was tough to take.


http://www.sbnation.com/nfl/teams/chicago-bears
http://www.sbnation.com/nfl/teams/new-york-giants
http://www.pro-football-reference.com/boxscores/196312290chi.htm
http://www.pro-football-reference.com/boxscores/196312290chi.htm
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Tougher than a slap-loss, it was downright hurtful to still see victory
when Richie Petitbon's intercepted Y.A. Tittle’s pass in the end zone
with only seconds remaining in the fourth quarter. It was the Bears'
fifth interception of the game. Can you imagine a Super Bowl ending
like that today? A game like that would be legendary.

45,801 jammed Wrigley Field for this game, but what was more
interesting was the advent of closed-circuit theater television. I say
"theater", but on this day, people gathered not at movie theater to
watch the game, but at large arenas, as reported by the great reporters
of NY and Chicago.

More than 26,000 pro football fans enjoyed the Bear game on closed
circuit, theater television in McCormick Place, the Amphitheater in
the stock yards, and the Coliseum. Sites like this were all over the
country. For the Kelly’s, it was our trusty 1956 Admiral B/W TV.

And the Bears have won just one championship, the Super Bowl
following the 1985 season, since that frozen 1963 title game at
Wrigley Field.

When game time came, the 1963 Chicago Bears were led by their
dominating defense. The Bears defense would go on to lead the
league in 10 out of 19 defensive categories. Five Bears on the
defensive side of the ball would be nominated to the All-Pro team.
The Bears also had an offensive threat in number 89, Mike Ditka.
Ditka would be named to five consecutive All-Pro teams starting
with his first year in the league in 1961.

Opposing the Bears in the championship game would be a veteran
group from the New York Football Giants, led by Y.A. Tittle and
Frank Gifford. Instead of hopping a plane to South Beach for the
Super Bowl, the Bears were relegated to catching the team bus and
riding a short distance to Clark and Addison. Wrigley Field would
host the championship game on December 29, 1963. 45,800 fans
would pack the Friendly Confines to cheer on their Bears. They'd
need to cheer fervently to keep warm. Kickoff temperature was 9
degrees.

The Bears trailed 7-0 early, but a long interception return from
linebacker Larry Morris would set up Bill Wade's 2-yard quarterback


http://www.sbnation.com/super-bowl
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sneak for a touchdown. The Bears would go into halftime trailing 10-
7.

Following an Ed O'Bradovich interception, Wade would again be set
up for a QB sneak for the score. Following the extra point, the Bears
would have a 10-14 lead and the game. The score would stand as the
defense intercepted Tittle's Hail Mary in the closing seconds of the
game.

The Chicago Bears would each receive $5,899 for their efforts. The
highest payday yet for an NFL championship game. Coach George
Halas would also be handsomely awarded. The Associated Press,
United Press and Sporting News all named Halas NFL Coach of the
Year.

This would be the last title for New York until the 1980’s. Don’t
worry. We'll get there. We did become accustomed to the New York
Giants winning divisions and then losing championships. Well, we
would have solved the problem a little differently by winning some
more championships. We’ll get there for sure before you know it.

1964 New York Giants Coach #8 Allie Sherman

The New York Football Giants represented the City of New York in
the NFL’s 1964 professional football season. The 1964 New York
Giants football team competed in their fortieth season of Professional
National Football League (NFL) football. They played in the Eastern
Division. The team was led by Giants’ Head Coach Allie Sherman in
his fourth of eight seasons as head coach of the Giants.

As noted, this was the franchise's 40" season in the NFL. Home
games were still played in Yankee Stadium. The Giants had a terrible
losing season with just two wins and two ties as well as a season
record of 2-10-2, New York finished in seventh place in the Eastern
Division. Allie Sherman was in his fourth year of an eight-year tour
of duty with the Giants that would bring three division
championships and three shots at the NFL Championship game.
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Games of the 1964 Season

The Giants began the season with a loss at Philadelphia on Sept 13,
1964 against the Eagles L (7-38) before 60,671. At Pittsburgh on
September 20, the Giants were edged out by the Steelers L (24-27)
before 33,053. At Washington on Sept 25, the Giants defeated the
Redskins before 62,996. At Detroit on Oct 4, the Giants were
defeated by the Lions W (3-26) before 54,836. At Dallas, the
Cowboys tied the Giants T (13-13) before 33,324.

At home on Oct 18, the Giants defeated the Philadelphia Eagles L
(17-23) before 62,978. At Cleveland on Oct 25, the Browns beat the
Giants L (20—42) before 81,050. On Nov 1, 1964, at Yankee Stadium,
the Allie Sherman’s Giants got their second and last win of the year
from the St. Louis Cardinals W (34-17) before 63,072. At home on
Nov 8, the Dallas Cowboys slugged the New York Giants L (21-31)
before 63,061. Then, at St. Louis, on Nov 15, the Cardinals tied the
Giants T (10-10) before 29,608.

On Nov 22 at home, the Pittsburgh Steelers lambasted the Giants L
(17-44) before 62,691. At Washington on Nov 29, the Redskins beat
the Giants L (21-36) before 49,219. At home in Yankee Stadium on
Dec 6, the Minnesota Vikings defeated the Giants L (21-30) before
62,802. Then, in the final game of the season, on Dec 12, at Yankee
Stadium, the Cleveland Browns buried the Giants L (20-52) before
63,007.

1965 New York Giants Coach #8 Allie Sherman

The New York Football Giants represented the City of New York in
the NFL’s 1965 professional football season. The 1965 New York
Giants football team competed in their forty-first season of
Professional National Football League (NFL) football. They played
in the Eastern Division. The team was led by Giants Head Coach
Allie Sherman 1n his fifth of eight seasons as head coach of the
Giants.
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As noted, this was the franchise's 41th season in the NFL. Home
games were still played in Yankee Stadium. The Giants had a terrible
losing season with just seven wins and seven losses, and a season
record of 7-7-0. New York finished in a tie for second place in the
Eastern Division. Allie Sherman was in his fifth year of an eight-year
tour of duty with the Giants that would bring three division
championships and three shots at the NFL. Championship game.

The 7-7 record, which placed the Giants in a tie for second in the
Eastern Conference with the Dallas Cowboys, four games behind the
Cleveland Browns. The Cowboys won both meetings with the Giants
and gained the berth as the conference runner-up in the third place
Playoff Bowl in Miami.

1965-1975 Top Giants Players Spider Lockhart

On arriving at Giants training
camp, Emlen Tunnell, their
defensive backfield coach, gave

. Carl the nickname Spider. The
popular and talented Spider spent
his entire 11-year career with the
Giants.

| Spider Lockhart played for the
Giants in a time in which they
were pretty awful as a franchise for
the most part, but he was still a
very talented safety well known for
his big play ability.

He anchored the back end of the
Giants defense for 10 seasons, amassing 41 interceptions and two Pro
Bowl bids

You may remember the Spider patch worn by players during the
1986 season. He lost a battle with cancer that year and the Giants
honored him by wearing the patch and won the Super Bowl that
season.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1965_Dallas_Cowboys_season
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1965_Cleveland_Browns_season
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Third_place_playoff
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Playoff_Bowl
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miami_Orange_Bowl
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Games of the 1965 Season

The Giants began the season with a loss at Dallas on Sept 19, 1965
against the Cowboys L (2-31) before 59,366. At Philadelphia on Sep
26, the Giants edged out the Eagles L (16—14) before 57154. At
Pittsburgh on Oct 3, the Giants defeated the Steelers W (23-13)
before 31,871. At Minnesota on Oct 9, the Giants were defeated by
the Vikings W (14-40) 44,283. At home in Yankee Stadium on Oct
17, the Giants beat the Philadelphia Eagles W (35-27) before 62,815

On Oct 24 at home, the Cleveland Browns defeated the NY Giants L
(14-38) before 62,864. On Oct 31, the Giants defeated the St. Louis
Cardinals W (14-10) before 62,807. Then, on Nov 7 at Yankee
Stadium in NY, the Washington Redskins beat the Giants L (7-23)
before 62,788. At Cleveland on Nov 14, the Browns beat the Giants
L (21-34) before 82,426. At St. Louis on Nov 21, the Giants beat the
Cardinals W (28-15) before 31,704.

Then, on November 28 at home in Yankee Stadium, the Giants beat
the Chicago Bears L (14-35) before 62,933. On Dec 5 at home, the
Giants defeated the Pittsburgh Steelers W (35-10) before 62,735.
Then, on Dec 12at Washington, the Giants beat the Redskins W
(27-10) before 50,373. At home in Yankee Stadium in the season
finale, the Giants beat the Dallas Cowboys  on Dec 19 L (20-38)
before 62,871

1966 New York Giants Coach #8 Allie Sherman

The New York Football Giants represented the City of New York in
the NFL’s 1966 professional football season. The 1966 New York
Giants football team competed in their forty-second season of
Professional National Football League (NFL) football. They played
in the Eastern Division. The team was led by Giants Head Coach
Allie Sherman 1n his sixth of eight seasons as head coach of the
Giants.

As noted, this was the franchise's 42" season in the NFL. Home
games were still played in Yankee Stadium. The Giants had a terrible
losing season with just seven wins and seven losses, and a season
record of 1-12-1. New York finished in eighth place in the Eastern
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Division. Allie Sherman was in his seventh year of an eight-year tour
of duty with the Giants that would bring three division
championships and three shots at the NFL. Championship game.

The 1-12-1 record, placed the Giants in eighth place of the Eastern
Conference with the Dallas Cowboys, four games behind the
Cleveland Browns. The Cowboys won both meetings with the Giants
and gained the berth as the conference runner-up in the third place
Playoff Bowl in Miami.

The 1966 New York Giants season was the franchise's 42nd season
in the National Football League (NFL). The season saw the Giants
looking to improve on their 7-7 record from 1965. However, they
finished in last place in the Eastern Conference with a 1-12—1 record,
the worst in franchise history. The 12 losses set a single-season team
record that was matched four times before being broken in 2017.

The 1966 Giants gave up the most points in NFL history for a 14-
game season. They allowed 501 points in 14 games, or an average of
35.8 points per game. They broke the total league record for the most
points given up in a season. The next most points allowed by a
Giants team was 427 in the 2009 season, which was 16 games. The
1966 Giants really stunk out the house. The Giants allowed
opponents to score more than 30 points in eight of the 14 games, and
gave up over 50 points three times. They are the only team in history
to give up 500 points in a 14-game season.

On Nov 27, 1966, the Giants were the losers in the highest-scoring
game in NFL history, losing to the Washington Redskins, 72—41. On
the minus side, it was the first of three straight games in which the
Giants gave up more than 45 points. They gave 49 points against the
Cleveland Browns and they gave 47 versus the Pittsburgh Steelers.
We show the season games next. Put a clothespin on your nose.

Games of the 1966 Season

The Giants began the season with a tie at Pittsburgh T (34-34) on
September 11, 1956 before 37,603. At Dallas on Sep 18, the Giants
were decimated by the Cowboys with no waste products left before
60,010. At Philadelphia, on Sep 25, the Eagles defeated the Giants L


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1965_Dallas_Cowboys_season
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1965_Cleveland_Browns_season
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Third_place_playoff
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(17-135) before 60,177. 3) before 31,871. At home in Yankee
Stadium the Cleveland Browns pounded the Giants on Oct 2, before
62,916. Then, at St. Louis on Oct 9, the Giants were defeated by the
Cardinals W (19-24) 43,893. At home in Yankee Stadium on Oct 16,
the Giants beat the Washington Redskins W (13-10) before 62,865..
On Oct 23, at home, the Philadelphia Eagles whipped the Giants
whipped the NY Giants L (3-31) Oct 30 Bye then midseason.

At Yankee Stadium at home for the Giants, the team was nudged out
in this next game on Nov 6 St. by the St. Louis Cardinals L (17-20)
before 62,967. On Nov 13, at Los Angeles, the Rams pounded the
Giants L (14-55) before 34,746. Then, on Nov 20 the Atlanta
Falcons defeated the Giants L (16-27) before 62,746.

At Washington on Nov 27, the Redskins blasted the Giants L (41-72)
before 50,439. Then, at Cleveland on Dec 4, the Browns edged out
the Giants L (40—49) before 61,651. Then at home, on Dec 11, the
Pittsburgh Steelers smashed the NY Giants L (28-47) before 62,658.
Getting the season done in 1956, on Dec 18 the Dallas Cowboys
defeated the NY Giants L (7-17) before 62,735

1967 New York Giants Coach #8 Allie Sherman

The New York Football Giants represented the City of New York in
the NFL’s 1967 professional football season. The 1967 New York
Giants football team competed in their forty-third season of
Professional National Football League (NFL) football. They played
in the Century Division. The team was led by Giants Head Coach
Allie Sherman 1n his seventh of eight seasons as head coach of the
Giants.

As noted, this was the franchise's 43rd season in the NFL. Home
games were still played in Yankee Stadium. The Giants had a
breakeven season with just seven wins and seven losses. At 7-7-0,
New York finished in a clean second place in the Eastern Division.
Allie Sherman was in his seventh year of an eight-year tour of duty
with the Giants that would bring three division championships and
three shots at the NFL. Championship game.
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The Season opener was on September 17, 1967 at St. Louis. The
Giants defeated the Cardinals W (37-20) before 40,801. On Sep 24,
at Dallas, the Cowboys beat the Giants L (24-38) before 66,209.
Then, at Washington, on Oct 1, the Redskinsedged out the Giants
before 50,266. At home at Yankee Stadium on Oct 8, the Giants
defeated the New Orleans Saints W (27-21) before 62,670. Then, on
Oct 15 at Pittsburgh, the Giants nosed out the Steelers W (27-24)
before 39,782.

An aerial view of Yankee Stadium in 1967, before the New York Giants played
the Cleveland Browns. Photo by AP Photo]

Then, on Oct 22, at home, the Green Bay Packers defeated the
Giants L (21-48) before 62,585. On Oct 29 New York defeated the
Cleveland Browns W (38—-34) before 62,903. At Minnesota on Nov 5,
the Vikings edged out the Giants L (24-27) before 44,960. At Chicago
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on Novl12, 1967, the Bears pounded the Giants L (7-34) before
46,223. At home in Yankee Stadium, on Nov 19, the Giants
Beat the Pittsburgh Steelers W (28-20) before 62,982.

Then, on Nov 26, at home, the Giants pounded the Philadelphia
Eagles W (44-7) before 63,027. At Cleveland on Dec 3, the Browns
defeated the Giants L (14-24) before 78,594. On Dec10, at home, the
Detroit Lions whipped the Giants L (7-30) before 63,011. Then, in
the season finale on Dec 17, 1967, the Giants whooped the St. Louis
Cardinals W (37-14) before 62,955.

1967 1971 Top Giants Players Fran Tarkenton QB

Fran Tarkenton's tenure with the Vikings spanned thirteen non-
consecutive seasons, playing with the team for six seasons from 1961
to 1966, then for seven seasons from 1972 to 1978. In between his
years in Minnesota, Tarkenton was a member of the New York
Giants for five seasons. At the time of his retirement, Tarkenton
owned every major quarterback record. He was inducted into the Pro
Football Hall of Fame in 1986 and the College Football Hall of Fame
in 1987.




266  Great Moments in New York Giants Football

Although Fran Tarkenton is most remembered for guiding the
Minnesota Vikings to several Super Bowl trips, he spent five years
with the Giants between his two stints in Minnesota, making the Pro
Bowl four times.

His incredible career is considered one of the top 10 in NFL history,
being the first quarterback who combined elite passing ability with
the threat of the run to keep defenses honest.

He finished his career holding just about every passing record,
though most believe he doesn't hold a candle to Johnny Unitas
because Tarkenton never won a championship.

His passing numbers were as follows: 3,686 pass completions, 47,003
passing yards, and 342 touchdowns. That number of passing
touchdowns stood 30 years before passed by Dan Marino in the 90s,
and he is still fourth in the category and sixth in career passing yards.

1968 New York Giants Coach #8 Allie Sherman

The New York Football Giants represented the City of New York in
the NFL’s 1968 professional football season. The 1968 New York
Giants football team competed in their forty-fourth season of
Professional National Football League (NFL) football. They played
in the Capitol Division. The team was led by Giants Head Coach
Allie Sherman in his eighth and final year of eight seasons as head
coach of the Giants.

As noted, this was the franchise's 44" season in the NFL. Home
games were still played in Yankee Stadium. The Giants had a
breakeven season with just seven wins and seven losses. At 7-7-0,
New York finished in a clean second place in the Capitol Division.
Allie Sherman was in his eighth and final year of an eight-year tour
of duty with the Giants that would in total bring three division
championships and three shots at the NFL. Championship game.

For the 1968 season, the Giants in essence traded divisions with the
New Orleans Saints, with the Giants moving from the Century
Division to the Capitol Division. The Giants finished with a 7-7
record, which placed them second in the Capitol Division, five games
behind the Dallas Cowboys.
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The Giants had no first-round selection in the 1968 NFL/AFL Draft;
their first pick was Rich Buzin, taken in the second round with the
41st overall pick. New York got out of the season gates like wild fire
with a four-game winning streak. After another four-game stretch in
which they had three losses, the Giants went to Dallas and posted an
upset victory, 27-21. With that win and a victory against the
Philadelphia Eagles the following week, the Giants moved into
contention for a Capitol Division championship. However, like their
last few years, they could not toe the measure. They lost the final four
games of the season. We have chronicled Allie Sherman’s Eight
Years with the Giants above and so we all know that the 1968 regular
season was his last as head coach of the Giants; he was fired after the
preseason in 1969.

The first four wins for the Giants at the beginning of the 1968 season
are as follows:

At Pittsburgh on September 15, W (34-20)

At Philadelphia on September 22, W (34-25)

At home v Redskins September 29, 1968 W (48-21)
At home v Saints October 6, 1968 W (38-21)

On Oct 5, at Atlanta, the Falcons beat the Giants L (21-24) before
49,962. Then, at home on Oct 20, the San Francisco 49ers beat the
Giants L (10-26) before 62,958. At Washington on Oct 27, the
Giants defeated the Redskins W (13—-10) before 50,839. Then, on
Nov 3, at home in Yankee Stadium, the Baltimore Colts shutout the
Giants L (0-26) before 62,973. Then at Dallas on Nov 10, the Giants
defeated the Cowboys W (27-21) before 72,163.

On Nov 17, at home, the Giants nosed out the Philadelphia Eagles
W (7-6) before 62,896. At Los Angeles on Nov 24, the Rans edged
out the Giants L (21-24) before 68,534. At Cleveland on Dec 1, the
Browns squashed the Giants L (10—45) before 83,193. At home on
Dec 8, the St. Louis Cardinals neat the Giants in a close match L
(21-28) before 62,709. Then, at home in Yankee Stadium. On Dec
15, the Dallas Cowboys bettered the Giants in the Season Finale L
(10-28) before 62,617.
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Chapter 16 Four Giants’ Head Coaches
From 1969 to 1982

Coach #9 Coach Alex Webster
Coach #10 Coach Bill Arnsparger
Coach #11 Coach John McVay
Coach #12 Coach Ray Perkins

Head Coach Webster (right) talkmg it over with Tarkenton (5yrs w/ Giants)

The four coaches & records

Alex Webster 1969 2nd 680
Alex Webster 1970 2nd 950
Alex Webster 1971  5th 4100
Alex Webster 1972 3rd 860
Alex Webster 1973  5th 2111

1969-1973 Alex Webster final record (29-40-1)

Bill Arnsparger 1974 5th 2120
Bill Arnsparger 1975 4th 590—
Arnsparger & McVay 1976 5th 3110—
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1976 Head coach  Bill Arnsparger (fired week 7, 0—7 record)
John McVay (interim—> 3-4)

1974-1976 Bill Arnsparger final record (10-21-0)

John McVay 1977  5th 590
John McVay 1978  5th 6100
1976-1978 John McVay final record (14-23-0)
Ray Perkins 1979  4th 6100
Ray Perkins 1980 5th 4120
Ray Perkins 1981  3rd 970
Ray Perkins 1982  10th 450

1979-1982 Ray Perkins final record (23-34-0)

Tell me about Alex Webster!

Alex Webster agreed to be the
Head Coach of the NY Giants
when The Jets beat the Giants
in September 1069 and that
was enough of Allie Sherman
for the Mara’s. As a player,
Webster was a powerful

~ running back who helped
propel the Giants to six
division titles and a National

. Football League
championship in the late 19SOs and early '60s. In this employment,
he would become the Giants coach for the next five seasons.

He was a “burly” presence for his era, at 6 feet 3 inches and about
230 pounds, Webster, known as Big Red, gained key yardage in the
Giants’ high-powered offense. When he retired after the 1964 season,
he held the Giants’ major career rushing records, having run the ball
1,196 times for 4,638 yards and 39 touchdowns in his 10 seasons.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bill_Arnsparger
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_McVay
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He now ranks in the Giants’ top five in those three categories. He
was also adept at catching screen passes and had 17 touchdown
receptions.

Alex Webster

“He was so strong at 230-plus pounds that it was impossible to arm-
tackle him,” Frank Gifford recalled in his memoir “The Whole Ten
Yards,”written with Harry Waters.

“People either bounced off him or he ran over them. Every time he
got the ball, he turned into a grinding machine.”
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Alex Webster, coach of the Giants, with the te;ﬁﬁ;s ‘owner,-Wellingto Mara, in 1971.
Credit Ernie Sisto /The New York Times

Webster was the Giants’ backfield coach in 1967 and ’68 under Allie
Sherman, then replaced him as the coach after the Giants lost all five
preseason games in 1969. He was named by United Press
International as the National Football Conference coach of the year
in 1970, when the Giants surprised the league by going 9-5.

Webster was popular with the players he coached, but the team
lacked a modern management structure. Wellington Mara, the
franchise’s patriarch, was making most of the personnel decisions
without a general manager or an independent player personnel
director.

Webster announced his resignation before the final game of the 1973
season, when the Giants were 2-11-1, playing most of their home
games at Yale Bowl while Yankee Stadium was being renovated. His
Giants teams were 29-40-1 and never made the playoffs. So, folks, we
won’t be reading about the Giants at peak as we cover these five
years with Alex Webster as coach but we will learn for sure how to
appreciate a good victory and there will be a number of those along
the way.
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Webster was inducted into the Giants’ Ring of Honor during a
halftime ceremony at a game against the Packers. “He was always
amazing to me,” Gifford told The Palm Beach Post in 2008. “He was
always in the worst shape of anyone who ever played, probably. He
smoke and drank, not to excess, and then he’d come out and play a
whole game and run over people. He was one tough dude.”

1969 New York Giants Coach #9 Alex Webster

The New York Football Giants represented the City of New York in
the NFL’s 1969 professional football season. The 1969 New Y ork
Giants football team competed in their forty-fifth season of
Professional National Football League (NFL) football. They were
back again to the Century Division. The team was led by Giants
Head Coach Alex Webster in his first of five seasons as head coach of
the Giants. Webster coached QB Fran Tarkenton in his third season
with NY. Here’s QB Tarkenton on Tarkenton:

"l scramble because I’'m good at it, because |
can twist and dodge those big pass rushers
better than most guys and we get a lot of
touchdowns that way."

After Webster’s third year, they traded Fran Tarkenton to Minnesota
and he kept knocking them dead while the Giants still had to wait for
Bill Parcells in 1983.

As noted, this was the franchise's 45" season in the NFL. Home
games were still played in Yankee Stadium. The Giants had a sub
500 season with just six wins and eight losses.. At 6-8-0, New York
finished in second place in the Century Division. Alex Webster began
his first year of a five-year tour of duty with the Giants.

For the 1969 season, the Giants in essence had traded back divisions
by moving back from the Capitol Division to the Century Division.
The team record was 68 record, which placed them second in the
Century Division , 4% games behind the Cleveland Browns.
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Before the season, the Giants opted for Fred Dryer in the first round
of the 1969 NFL/AFL Draft. They used their 13th pick, and then
later traded with the Atlanta Falcons for running back Junior Coffey
in late October.

New York did not have a great beginning. The team lost every one of
its preseason games, including a 37-14 drubbing by the New York
Jets at the Yale Bowl in New Haven. This was the final straw for
head coach Allie Sherman in September, a week before the regular
season began. The Mara’s hated getting beaten by the Jets. Offensive
backfield coach Alex Webster was immediately promoted to head
coach. He stayed five years.

The Giants opened the season with a win against the Minnesota
Vikings before 62,900 on September 21, 1969 in a nail-biter match W
(24-23), the eventual league champion. As you will see, they had a
nice 3—1 record after four games. However, they went on a seven-
game losing streak, then won the final three games in December to
close out the season.

On Sep 28 at Detroit, the Lions pounded the Giants in a shutout L
(0-24) before 54,358. On Oct 5, at home the Giants eked out a close
win against the Chicago Bears W (28-24) before 62,583. Then, at
home on Oct 12, the Giants edged out a win against the Pittsburgh
Steelers W (10-7). Before 62,987. At Washington, on Oct 19, the
Redskins prevailed v the Giants L (14-20) before 50,352. At Dallas,
on Oct 27, the Cowboys overpowered the Giants L (3—25) before
58,964.

Then, at home in Yankee Stadium, on Nov 2, the Philadelphia
Eagles outscored the Giants L (20-23) before 62,912. On Nov 9 at St.
Louis, the Cardinals overwhelmed the Giants L (17-42) before
49,194. On Nov 16 at home, the New Orleans Saints nosed out the
Giants L (24-25) before 62,927. Then, on Nov 23 at Cleveland, the
Browns blasted the Giants L (17-28) before 80,595.

Wrapping up the season in late November at Green Bay, the Packers
outplayed the Giants L (10-20) before 48,156. On Dec 7, at home,
the Giants walloped the St. Louis Cardinals W (49-6) before
62,973. At Pittsburgh on Dec 14, the Giants edged out the Steelers W
(21-17) before 21,067. Note that the attendance gets lower as the
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teams do not do as well. On Dec 21, closing in on Christmas, the
Giants whooped the Cleveland Browns at home W (27-14) before
62,966.

1970 New York Giants Coach #9 Alex Webster

The New York Football Giants represented the City of New York in
the NFL’s 1970 professional football season. The 1970 New York
Giants football team competed in their forty-sixth season of
Professional National Football League (NFL) football. They were
now in the NFC East after the AFL-NFL merger. They had
previously been in the Century Division. The team was led by Giants
Head Coach Alex Webster in his second of five seasons as head
coach of the Giants.

As noted, this was the franchise's 46" season in the NFL. Home
games were still played in Yankee Stadium. The Giants had a fine
winning season with nine wins and eight losses.. At 9-5, New York
finished in second place in the NFC East Alex Webster successfully
began his second year of a five-year tour of duty with the Giants

The AFL-NFL merger was what everybody was concerned about this
year. This was the first season for the Giants after the biggest merger
ever in pro-football. Ten American Football League teams joined the
National Football League. I loved AFL football so I was not one of
the fans of the merger. I liked liking my Giants and then I also liked
my team du jour from the AFL.

The Giants had another chance at the playoffs this year but the New
Yorkers lost their season finale against the Los Angeles Rams by a
big margin of 31-3. The settle was for second in the NFC East, a
game behind the Dallas Cowboys. They were also only one game out
of a wild-card playoff spot, won by the Detroit Lions. Bad luck was
as bad as losing all those NFL championships over the year after
getting into the title game. Yet, many non-Giants fans would tell you
that the Giants had already won enough. Not so.

Somehow the Giants had a bad habit of losing to the bad guys, for
example, the most damaging losses to the Giants' playoff hopes than
the loss to the Rams were two devastating losses to two of the NFL's
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bottom feeders. The first was a 14—10 loss at New Orleans in week
three; the second was a 23-20 setback at Philadelphia on Monday
Night Football in week 10. This was the New Yorkers’ only setback
in a 10-week stretch following the loss to the Saints.

The Philadelphia game at Franklin Field was more memorable for
the antics in the broadcast booth, where Howard Cosell did the
unspeakable—he vomited on Don Meredith's cowboy boots. Cosell
took a taxi back to the hotel at halftime, leaving Meredith to finish
the game with Keith Jackson. The spirits had apparently captured
Cosell along with many others in the ball park.

The Saints finished with the NFL's second-worst record at 2—11-1
(the Giants beat the NFL's worst team of 1970, the 2-12 Boston
Patriots); the Eagles were barely better at 3—10—1. The Giants also
lost at home to the 6-8 Chicago Bears. Nobody was smiling.

This fine season would be the closest the Giants came to qualifying
for the playoffs in the 1970s after an illustrious past with the greatest
coaches. The franchise enjoyed only one other winning season in the
decade, going 86 in 1972. We’ll cover that soon. Big Blue did not
return to the playoffs until 1981, ending a drought which dated back
to the 1963 NFL Championship. Success came with a man named
Paladin—oops, Parcells. I knew there was a “P” there someplace.

On September 19, 1970, the season kicked off with a match of the
Giants v the Chicago Bears . The Bears prevailed L (16-24) at home
in Yankee Stadium before 62,936. At Dallas on Sep 27, in the
Cotton Bowl, the Giants were defeated by the Cowboys L (10-28).
Then on Oct 4, at New Orleans, the Saints edged out the Giants L
(10-14) in Tulane Stadium before 69,126. On Oct 11, the Giants
defeated the Philadelphia Eagles W (30-23) in Yankee Stadium
before 62,820. At Boston, formerly of the AFL, the Giants won W
(16-0) at Harvard Stadium over the Patriots before 39,091. Then, at
home in Yankee Stadium , on Oct 25, the St. Louis Cardinals
whooped the Giants W (35-17) before 62,984.

On Nov 1, at the New York Jets, the Giants won W (22-10) at Shea
Stadium before 63,903. At home in Yankee Stadium, the Giants
defeated the Dallas Cowboys on Nov 8 W (23-20) before 62,938. At
home in Yankee Stadium again on Nov 15, , the Giants edged out
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the Redskins W (35-33) before 62,915. At the Philadelphia Franklin
Field, the Eagles squeaked by the Giants on Nov 23 L (20-23)
before 59,117. At Washington on Nov 29, the Giants snuck by the
Redskins W (27-24) in Robert F. Kennedy Memorial Stadium before
50,415.

At home in Yankee Stadium on Dec 6, the Buffalo Bills beat the
Giants W (20-6) before 62,870. At St. Louis, on Dec 13, the Giants
got the best of the Cardinals W (34—17) at Busch Memorial Stadium
before 50,845. Then in the game that cost the Giants the Division in
the season finale, at Yankee Stadium, on Dec 20, the Los Angeles
Rams did not let up until they pounded the Giants L (3—-31) before
62,870. The season could have been a lot more.

1971 New York Giants Coach #9 Alex Webster

The New York Football Giants represented the City of New York in
the NFL’s 1971 professional football season. The 1971 New York
Giants football team competed in their forty-seventh season of
Professional National Football League (NFL) football. They were
still in the NFC East. The team was led by Giants Head Coach Alex
Webster in his third of five seasons as head coach of the Giants.

As noted, this was the franchise's 47" season in the NFL. Home
games were still played in Yankee Stadium. The Giants had a losing
season with just four wins and ten losses.. At 4-10, New York
finished in fifth / last place in the NFC East. Alex Webster
successfully began his third year of a five-year tour of duty with the
Giants

The 1971 New York Giants season was the franchise's 47th season in
the National Football League (NFL). The Giants had a 4-10 record
for the season and finished in last place in the National Football
Conference East Division.

For the future, the Giants selected Rocky Thompson in the 1971
NFL Draft, with the 18th overall pick. After another winless
preseason, New York did not fire Alex Webster. However, they
decided they had to work hard and began the regular season with a
2-1 record before eventually posting a 2-9 mark in its final 11 games.
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Nobody likes to blame injuries because somehow the best coaches
invigorate the teams to get over adversaries,

This team, nonetheless was affected by numerous injuries, including
a thigh injury suffered by running back Ron Johnson, who had
gained more than 1,000 yards rushing in 1970. The 1971 season was
the last for quarterback Fran Tarkenton with the Giants; after he
requested a trade.

Tarkenton was a great player who had not felt the winning attitude in
NY much to his chagrin and my chagrin. The Giants dealt him to the
Minnesota Vikings in 1972 for three players and a pair of draft picks.
Fran Tarkenton remained a mainstay of the Vikings. What did NY
give up? Some might say its future for the next seven years. That’s all.

Fran Tarkenton was selected in the third round of the NFL draft in
1961 by the Vikings (1961-1966, 1972-1978). He was an instant star
quarterback with 4 TD passes after coming off the bench to beat the
Bears 37- 13 in the 1st game in franchise history vs. Chicago
(9/17/61). He was dealt to New York in 1967 and back to the
Vikings in 1972 in stunning trades. He was named the MVP of the
NFL is 1975.

Games of the 1971 season

The Giants got this poor season going positively by nipping the
Green Bay Packers on September 19, 1071 at home W (42—40) before
56,263. At home the following week on Sep 26, the Washington
Redskins helped the Giants to begin their losing ways by whipping
NY L (3-30) before 62,795. At St. Louis on Oct 3, the Giants nosed
out the Cardinals W (21-20) before 49,571. Then, at Dallas on Oct
11, 1971, the Cowboys defeated the Giants L (13-20) before 68,378.
At home in Yankee Stadium on Oct 17, the Baltimore Colts smashed
the Giants L (31-7) before 62,860.

At Philadelphia on Oct 24, the Eagles whipped the Giants L (7-23)
before 65,358. Then, at home on Oct 31, the Minnesota Vikings beat
the New York Giants L (10-17) before 62,829. At home the next
week again, on Nov 7, 1the Giants defeated the San Diego Chargers
W (35-17) before 62,905. Then, on Nov 14, at Atlanta, the Giants
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won in a close match against the Falcons W (21-17) before 58,850.
That was the last win for the season. On Nov 21 at Pittsburgh. The
Steelers edged out the Giants L (13—17) before 50,008.

At home on Nov 28, the St. Louis Cardinals defeated the Giants L
(7-24) before 62,878. At Washington on Dec 5, the Redskins got the
best of the Giants L (7-23) before 53,401. Then, in Yankee Stadium
on Dec 12, the Dallas Cowboys pounded New York L (14-42) before
62,815. In the season finale on Dec 19, 1971 at home, the
Philadelphia Eagles defeated the Giants L (28-41) before 62,774

1972 New York Giants Coach #9 Alex Webster

The New York Football Giants represented the City of New York in
the NFL’s 1972 professional football season. The 1972 New York
Giants football team competed in their forty-eighth season of
Professional National Football League (NFL) football. They were
still in the NFC East. The team was led by Giants Head Coach Alex
Webster in his fourth of five seasons as head coach of the Giants.

As noted, this was the franchise's 48" season in the NFL. Home
games were still played in Yankee Stadium. The Giants had a
winning season with eight wins and four losses.. At 8-6, New York
finished in third place in the NFC East, three games behind the
Washington Redskins. Alex Webster successfully began his fourth
year of a five-year tour of duty with the Giants

The Giants still made motions that they were the Giants of old but
they had lost most of their zip and they had lost their administrative
smarts, giving away Fran Tarkenton for a song. They were blessed
with two first-round selections in the 1972 NFL Draft, and chose
Eldridge Small and Larry Jacobson with the 17th and 24th overall
picks, respectively.

Before the season, New York made the mistake of the decade by
trading their starting quarterback, Fran Tarkenton, to the Minnesota
Vikings for a package of players and draft picks that included
quarterback Norm Snead. Though Snead led the league in pass
completion average in 1972, he did not move the Giants into
championship caliber.
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As you will see, things did not start well this season as the Giants lost
twice to open things up. They then went on a four-game winning
streak afterwards. In their 11th game, the Giants defeated the
Philadelphia Eagles 62-10, setting the franchise record for the most
points scored in a game; it was also an Eagles record for the most
points allowed.

The victory put the team at 7—4 and in contention for a playoff berth.
They could not sustain their fortune, however. Two losses ended
their postseason chances, but New York did beat the Dallas Cowboys
in the final game of the season to finish with 8 wins in 14 games. It
wasn’t bad but it was not like the unbeatable Giants of old.

Halfback Ron Johnson scored nine touchdowns on running plays to
top the NFL, and his 1,182 rushing yards broke the Giants' single-
season record. This was the last winning season for the Giants until
1981. FYI, meanwhile Fran Tarkenton was setting records for the
Vikings.

Games of the 1972 season

In the season opener on September 17, 1972 at Detroit, the Lions
overwhelmed the Giants L (16-30) before 54,418. At home on Sep
24, the Dallas Cowboys defeated the NY Giants L (14-23) before
62,725. Then, at Philadelphia on Oct 2, the Giants pounded the
Eagles W (27-12) before 65,720. At home on Oct 8, the Giants
whipped the New Orleans Saints W (45-21) before 62,507. Then, on
Oct 15, at San Francisco, the Giants beat the 49ers W 23-17
58,606.

On Oct 22 at home, the Giants beat the St. Louis Cardinals W (27—
21) before 62,756. On Oct 29 at home, the Washington Redskins
defeated the Giants L (16-23) before 62,878. On Nov 5 at home, the
Giants beat the Denver Broncos W (29-17) before 62,689. On Nov
12, at Washington, the Redskins beat the Giants L (13-27) before
53,039. Then, on Nov 19 at St. Louis, the Giants defeated the
Cardinals W (7-13) before 48,014

On Nov 26, the Giants pounded the brains out of the Philadelphia
Eagles W (62-10) before 62,586. This was the greatest margin of win
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for NY and the greatest margin of defeat for the Philly’s. On Dec 3,
at Cincinnati, the Bengals beat the Giants L (10-13) before 59,523.
At home on Dec 10, the Miami Dolphins beat the NY Giants L (13—
23) before 62,728. In the 1972 season finale at Dallas on Dec 17, the
Giants smashed the Cowboys W (23-3) before 64,602.

1973 New York Giants Coach #9 Alex Webster

The New York Football Giants represented the City of New York in
the NFL’s 1973 professional football season. The 1973 New York
Giants football team competed in their forty-ninth season of
Professional National Football League (NFL) football. They were
still in the NFC East. The team was led by Giants Head Coach Alex
Webster in his fifth and last of five seasons as head coach of the
Giants.

As noted, this was the franchise's 49" season in the NFL. Home
games were initially played in Yankee Stadium. After the first two
home games, the Giants moved home games to the Yale Bowl. The
Giants had a terrible season with just two wins, two losses and a tie.
At 2-11-1, New York finished in fifth place in the NFC East, three
games behind the Washington Redskins. Alex Webster successfully
began his fourth year of a five-year tour of duty with the Giants

This year, the Giants suffered one of their worst seasons in franchise
history, winning only two games, while losing eleven, and tying one.
The two wins were against the 1-13 hapless Houston Oilers and the
4-9-1 poor playing St. Louis Cardinals while the tie was against
archrival Philadelphia, in what turned out to be the last game the
Giants would ever play at Yankee Stadium. As noted, their final five
home games were played at the Yale Bowl in Connecticut.

The Giants were on the move. In 1975, they went off for a year to
Shea (Mets and Jets)) Stadium in 1975 and then to Giants Stadium in
1976. The two wins this season by the Giants was the second fewest
the team had ever posted in any season and it was their worst season
since a dismal 1-12—-1 record in 1966. After the season, head coach
Alex Webster was fired and replaced the following season by Bill
Arnsparger. The Giants were looking for the magic pill. At least that
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part was good. Arnsparger had a great NFL reputation and things
were looking up.

1973-1983 Top Giants Players Brad Van Pelt LB
I

t's hard to
keep track
of the
many great
linebacker
tandems
the Giants
had in the
70s and
80s, but
Brad Van
Pelt was
part of the
group
called the
"Crunch
Bunch"
who were
known for
punishing
their

/.

opponents with devastating hits.

That group consisted of Van Pelt, Lawrence Taylor, Harry Carson,
and Brian Kelley.

Van Pelt's career was marred by team failure—the Giants made the
postseason only once in his 11 seasons with the Giants and he
suffered through four head coaches before playing with Bill Parcells.

He made five Pro Bowls and was named the player of the decade for
the 1970s.
Games of the 1973 season

In Coach Alex Webster’s final season opener on September 16, 1973,
at home, the Giants defeated the Houston Oilers W (34-14) before
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57,979. At home on Sep 23, the Giants tied the Philadelphia Eagles

T (23-23) before 62,289. Then, on Sep 30, at Cleveland. The
Browns beat the Giants L (10-12) before 76,065. Then, on Oct 7, at
home, the Green Bay Packers beat the Giants L (14-16) before
70,050. The Washington Redskins drubbed the Giants on Oct 14, L.
(3-21) before 70,168.

At Dallas on Oct 21, the Cowboys outslugged the Giants L (28—45)
before 58,741. At St. Louis, on Oct 28, the Cardinals beat the Giants
L (27-35) before 47,589. Then, at Oakland on Nov 4, the Raiders
pummeled the Giants in a blowout L (0—42) before 51,200. At home
on Nov 11, the Dallas Cowboys defeated the Giants L (10-23) before
70,128. At home at the Yale Bowl on Nov 18, the Giants defeated
the St. Louis Cardinals W (24-13) before 65,795.

On Nov 25, at Philadelphia, the Eagles defeated the Giants L (16-20)
before 63,086. At Washington on Dec 2, the Redskins beat the
Giants L (24-27) before 53,590. At Los Angeles on Dec 10, the Rams
pounded the Giants L (6—40) before 73,328. Then, to finish the 1973
season, at home, on Dec 16, the Minnesota Vikings finished off the
Giants L (7-31) before 70,041

About New Coach Bill Arnsparger

After the 2-11-1 season of
Alex Webster’s final year,
the Giants were ready to
turn things around but
they did not yet have a
fine-tuned plan on which
to rely. So, they picked a
coach who had been
around for a long time

' with 24 years at the time
in various assistant positions in college and professional football. In
his lifetime career, for example, besides his time with the Giants, his
head coaching record was 26-8-2. He compiled a cumulative lifetime
record for all the teams he coached in various capacities of 247-128-6.
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This time included being a football coach in the National Football
League (NFL) from 1964 until 2002, where he finished his career
with the San Diego Chargers as their associate head coach-defense.
Over his twenty-six years of coaching his teams as noted previously,
helped him compile a cumulative record of 247-128-6. During his
career as our NYG story gets to 1974, he was appointed the head
coach of the New York Giants from 1974 until the 1976 season. The
Giants went 7-21-0 during their two full seasons with Arnsparger as
head coach.

Lasting only two years, it begs that question of why was he was hired
if for just a short time. Was it just a short leap of faith that was given
the new coach? After all, Alex Webster had brought the Giants to a
very low-level departing with a 2-11-1 record in the season before
Arnsparger.

When he was hired, Bill Arnsparger, was already a legend in the
NFL in a positive way. He was well known for his major
success. Before he was the former Giants head coach, he was
the genius behind the No-Name defense that helped the 1972
Miami Dolphins complete the only undefeated season in NFL
history. Now, we know the rest of the Bill Arnsparger story.

1974 New York Giants Coach #10 Bill Arnsparger

The New York Football Giants represented the City of New York in
the NFL’s 1974 professional football season. The 1974 New York
Giants football team competed in their fiftieth Professional National
Football League (NFL) football season. They were still in the NFC
East. The team was led by the 10th Giants Head Coach Bill
Arnsparger in his first of two seasons as head coach of the Giants.

As noted, this was the franchise's 50th season in the NFL. Home
games were played in the Yale Bowl in New Haven Connecticut.
The Giants did not win any home games in 1974. The Giants had a
terrible season with just two wins, two losses and no ties—their worst
since 1966. At 2-12, New York finished in fifth place in the NFC
East. The Giants played at Shea Stadium in Queens in 1975 and
opened Giants Stadium in New Jersey in October 1976.


https://pro-football-history.com/season/1071/1964-baltimore-colts-schedule
https://pro-football-history.com/season/1212/2002-san-diego-chargers-schedule
https://pro-football-history.com/franchise/15/los-angeles-chargers-coaches
https://pro-football-history.com/franchise/4/new-york-giants-coaches
https://pro-football-history.com/season/255/1974-new-york-giants-schedule
https://pro-football-history.com/season/256/1975-new-york-giants-schedule
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The Giants opened up their 1974 season on September 15, 1974 at
home in the Yale Bowl and were defeated by the Washington
Redskins L (10-13) before 49,849. Then, again at home on Sep 22,
the New England Patriots defeated the Giants L (20-28) before
44,082. At Dallas on Sep 29, the Giants beat the Cowboys W (14—
6) before 45,841, At home on Oct 6, the Atlanta Falcons beat the
Giants L (7-14) before 42,379. At Philadelphia on Oct 13, the Eagles
shellacked the Giants L (7-35) before 64,801.

On Oct 20, at Washington, the Redskins pounded the Giants L (3—
24) before 53,879. On Oct 27, at home, the Dallas Cowboys beat the
Giants L 7-21) before 57,381. Then, on Nov 3, at Kansas City, the
Giants beat the Chiefs W (33-27) before 61,437. At home on Nov 10,
the New York Jets beat the Giants L (20-26) before 64,327. Then,
on Nov 17 at Detroit, the Lions nosed out the Giants L (19-20)
before 40,431.

On Nov 24, at home, the St. Louis Cardinals nosed out the Giants L
(21-23) before 40,615. On Dec 1, at Chicago, the Bears beat the
Giants L (13-16) before 18,802. On Dec 8, at home, the Philadelphia
Eagles beat the Giants L (7-20) before 21,170. In the 1974 season
finale on Dec 15, at St. Louis, the Cardinals were victorious L (14—
26) before 47,414.

1975 New York Giants Coach #10 Bill Arnsparger

The New York Football Giants represented the City of New York in
the NFL’s 1975 professional football season. The 1975 New York
Giants football team competed in their fifty-first Professional
National Football League (NFL) football season. They were still in
the NFC East. The team was led by the 10th Giants Head Coach Bill
Arnsparger in his second of two seasons as head coach of the Giants.

As noted, this was the franchise's 51st season in the NFL. Home
games were played in Shea Stadium in Flushing NY. The Giants had
another losing season with just five wins, nine losses 